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MAN  A  RELIGIOUS  AS  WELL  AS  A 
RATIONAL  CREATURE. 

Continued  from  page  415. 

Wi  E  shall  now  take  notice 
II.  Of  some  objections  to  this 
sentiment. 

1st  Object.  There  are  atheists. 
The  fool  hath  said  in  his  heart, 
there  is  no  God.  Eminent  philo¬ 
sophers  have  called  the  truth  in 
question.  They  were  not  defi¬ 
cient  in  natural  abilities,  and  if  by 
the  exertion  of  its  natural  facul¬ 
ties  the  human  must  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  a  divine  existence, 
these  men  could  not  have  doubted. 

Ans.  We  have  already  denied 
that  atheists  are  sincere  in  their 
professions.  The  fool  saying  in 
his  heart,  no  God,  is  rather  a 
proofof  his  earnest  wish  there  was 
none,  than  of  the  sincerity  of  his 
atheism.  Thus  the.  apostle  Paul 
seems  to  have  understood,  they 
did  not  like  to  retain  God  in  their 
knowledge.  Rom.  i.  28. 

The  greatest  men  are  most  in 
danger  of  following  their  own 
fanciful  inventions  to  a  distance 
from  God,  and  from  truth  ;  and  il 
it  is  possible  they  are  sincere 
while  communicating  to  paper 
their  deceitful  speculations,  the 
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force  of  nature  brings  them  back 
in  spite  of  theories.  The  Bishop 
of  Cloyne  wrote  and  published  a 
book,  with  a  design  to  prove 
there  was  no  material  world. 
When  he  left  his  study,  however, 
his  theory  was  not  sufficient  to 
deprive  him  of  common  sense. 
He  acted  upon  the  fullest  assur¬ 
ance  of  the  fallacy  of  his  system, 
Hume  attempted  to  prove  that 
there  was  no  matter,  no  mind,  no 
creature,  no  Creator,  no  real  ex¬ 
istence  whatever.  Was  the  emi¬ 
nent  author  of  the  History .  of 
England  sincere  in  his  profession 
of  scepticism  ?  What  evidence 
can  we  have  that  he  w^as  uniform¬ 
ly  sincere  in  his  pjpfession  of 
atheism.  Admit,  however,  the 
possibility  of  entire  disbelief  in  a 
Supreme^  Being,  and  all  this  will 
prove  is,  that  our  mental  organ¬ 
ization  is  capable  of  derange¬ 
ment  ;  that  stubborn  and  repeat¬ 
ed  attacks  upon  the  moral  sense 
may  injure  it,^  and  that  some  of 
our  natural  powers  may  be  lost. 
If  you  will  apply  it  more  exten¬ 
sively,  voii  lead  to  a  manifest 
absurdity,  upon  your  principles. 
If  the  objection  be  valid,  no  mo¬ 
ral  truth  can  be  ascertained,  Re^ 
velation  itself,  as  well  as  the  light 
of  nature,  woiild  become  incapa- 
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l)le  of  convoying  the  idea  of  a 
God.  Atheists  exist  wliere  the 
light  of  revelation  shines  ;  and  if 
their  existence  be  an  objection  to 
the  existence  of  any  natural  reli¬ 
gion,  it  will  be  equally  conclusive 
Tigainst  the  truths  of  the  Christian 
system.  That  perversion  of  mind 
which  w  ould  induce  men  to  re¬ 
ject  the  God  of  the  Scriptures, 
might  be  supposed  suflicient  to 
induce  them  to  reject  the  God  of 
nature,  after  having  good  evi¬ 
dence  of  his  existence. 

2d  Object.  We  have  no  in- 
nate  principles.  All  our  ideas  are 
from  sensation  and  redeclion. 
Arguments  for  natural  religion, 
drawn  from  the  nature  of  the 
human  mind  are  therefore  invalid. 

Ans.  The  human  mind  is  not 
destitute  of  innate  principles.  It 
is  created  with  instinctive  pro¬ 
pensities,  which  are  exerted  by 
the  various  objects  of  thought. 

Locke  has  indeed  proved,  that 
there  are  no  innate  logical  pro¬ 
positions — that  the  infant  is  inca¬ 
pable  of  understanding  subject 
and  predicate,  or  of  comprehend¬ 
ing  their  connexion  in  the  affir¬ 
mation.  This  is  all  his  reason¬ 
ing  proves,  and  from  thence  he 
very  unjustly  infers  that  there 
are  no  innate  principles  of  action 
or  belief  in  man.  His  followers, 
have  fallen  into  the  same  error, 
and  improving  upon  it,  have  pro¬ 
gressed  far  out  of  his  sight  into 
the  regions  of  extravagant  absur¬ 
dities.  Godwin  lays  it  down  as 
an  axiom  in  his  political  morality, 
that  man  has  no  innate  principles, 
consequently  is  neither  virtuous 
nor  vicious  as  he  comes  into  ex¬ 
istence.  And  |issuredly  the  con¬ 
sequence  is  warranted  by  the 
premises.  The  mind  of  man, 
happily,  was  not  framed  by  philo¬ 
sophers,  and  they  have  generally 


erred  in  the  analysis  of  its  powders. 
It  is  not  like  the  dark  closet  of 
Locke,  or  the  cavern  of  Plato, 
much  less  like  the  blank  sheet  of 
Condorcet  and  Godwin ;  but  is 
constituted  by  its  intelligent  Cre¬ 
ator  with  active  powers  and  prin¬ 
ciples,  which  necessarily  exert 
themselves  when  occasions  for 
their  exercise  are  presented. 
When  I  contend  for  the  existence 
of  innate  principles,  1  do  not  use 
principle  as  synonymous  to  a  logi¬ 
cal  proposition.  A  child  docs  not 
know  that  a  whole  is  greater  than 
any  of  its  parts.  He  does  not 
know'  the  meaning  of  the  terms. 
But  his  mind  is  so  formed,  that  as 
soon  as  he  is  capable  of  compre¬ 
hending  the  meaning  of  the  terms, 
he  cannot  possibly  withhold  his 
assent  to  the  proposition.  The 
law  of  his  constitution,  which  im¬ 
pels  him  to  this,  I  call  an  innate 
principle  of  belief.  The  princi¬ 
ple  is  surely  distinct  from  the 
proposition  it  embraces,  as  dis¬ 
tinct  as  my  seeing  is  from  my 
eye,  or  my  hearing  from  my  ear. 
Man  is  so  formed  as  to  seek  soci¬ 
ety  with  man,  not  merely  on  ac‘ 
count  of  the  convenience  of  a 
social  life,  but  from  an  instinctive 
propensity  to  social  intercourse. 
The  law  of  his  nature,  which  im¬ 
pels  him  to  this,  I  call  an  innate 
principle  of  action — the  social 
principle.  It  also  is  distinct  from 
the  intercourse  it  embraces. 

The  controversy  about  innate 
ideas  is  of  vast  importance  to  the 
interest  of  truth  and  godliness. 
The  system  of  grace  may  be  well 
understood,  and  piety  well  prac¬ 
tised  by  those  who  are  utterly 
strangers  to  this  subject.  But 
the  theory  of  Christianity  has 
been  often  misrepresented,  and 
piety  awfully  checked,  by  the  ex¬ 
travagant  application  of  Locke’s 
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philosophy  of  the  human  mind, 
it  requires  lui  acquaintance  with 
the  merit  of  the  controversy, 
therefore,  if  not  to  propagate  the 
truth  and  encourage  godliness, 
at  least  to  detect  the  sopliistry  by 
which  it  has  been  attempted  to 
divert  the  mind  from  the  simpli¬ 
city  of  the  Gospel. 

Philosophers  have  long  sup¬ 
posed,  that  ideas  were  real  sub¬ 
stances,  airy  shadows  of  the  ob¬ 
jects  w’hich  they  represented  ; 
that  they  entered  into  the  mind 
through  the  senses,  were  the 
objects  really  perceived  by  the 
mind  :  there  remained  as  reali¬ 
ties  distinct  from  the  mind  itself, 
and  underwent  innumerable  alter¬ 
ations.  Language  highly  meta¬ 
phorical  was  adopted  in  its  literal 
force,  and  metaphysics  reared  a 
huge  pile  of  learned  nonsense, 
upon  a  foundation  which  was  a 
perfect  nonentity.  Consider  idea, 
not  as  a  substance  wdthin  ray 
spirit,  but  as  the"  name  given  to 
an  act  of  my  mind  about  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  thought,  and  the  whole 
system  of  opposition  suffers  im¬ 
mediate  dissolution.  Speaking 
without  figurative  language,  there 
are  neither  innate  ideas,  nor  any 
idea  at  all  in  the  mind.  An  idea  is 
but  a  thought,  a  thought  is  the  act 
of  a  thinking  substance.  T o  prove 
that  ideas  are  not  innate  there¬ 
fore  is  not  entitled  to  high  philo¬ 
sophical  fame.  It  is  a  self-evident 
proposition.  It  identifies  itself. 
It  is  as  much  as  to  say,  the  mind 
never  thinks  until  it  does  think ; ! 
never  thinks  without  an  object  of 
thought.  But  to  infer  from  tliis 
that  the  soul  has  no  natural  prin¬ 
ciple  of  action,  which  will  neces¬ 
sarily  exert  itself  when  occasion 
offers  for  its  exercise,  is  as  absurd 
as  to  sav.  I  have  no  eve,  because 


1  cannot  see  when  1  am  surround¬ 
ed  with  total  darkness. 

From  the  denial  of  innate  prin¬ 
ciples  in  the  sense  in  which  1 
have  used  the  expression,  have 
men  of  learning  and  piety  at¬ 
tempted  to  tear  the  noble  faculty 
of  conscience  from  the  catalogue 
of  original  powers,  and  to  render 
devotion  itself  a  mere  adventi¬ 
tious  circumstance,  and  not  a 
natural  principle  of  man. 

Others  have  gone  further 
astray  from  the  very  same  cause, 
proceeding  upon  the  same  hypo¬ 
thesis.  An  error  in  a  fundamen¬ 
tal  article  of  any  system  is  always 
accompanied  with  this  evil,  that 
the  more  daring  the  genius,  and 
accurate  the  powers  of  reasoning, 
the  further  will  you  deviate  from 
truth,  and  the  more  extravagant 
will  be  your  conclusions.  Men 
of  no  mean  penetration,  learning, 
or  piety,  have  branded  with  the 
name  of  vice  many  of  the  legiti¬ 
mate  acts  of  our  obedience  to  the 
law  of  our  nature — the  voice  of 
God,  speaking  through  the  con¬ 
stitutional  propensities  of  the  hu¬ 
man  mind — a  voice  with  which 
revelation  is  ever  consistent,  and 
which  it  is  designed  not  to  con¬ 
tradict  but  enforce.  They  have 
called  my  earnest  desire  and  en¬ 
deavours  after  personal  salvation, 
iny  strong  affection  for  those  who 
are  united  to  me  by  natural  ties, 
my  gratitude  to  my  benefactor, 
by  the  name  of  vice  ;  they  have 
attributed  them  to  a  sinful  selfish¬ 
ness,  and  have  industriously  en¬ 
deavoured  to  persuade  men  to 
expunge  them  from  the  list  of 
Christian  duties  or  virtues.  Id 
their  denial  of  innate  principles 
you  perceive  the  source  of  these 
absurdities.  You  discover  the 
cause,  not  in  the  excess  of  cneta: 
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physical  refinement,  but  in  the  would  be  so  accurate  witli  re¬ 
want  of  a  previous  examination  !  spect  to  a  subject  to  which  tlie 
of  first  principles  ;  in  a  fundamen-  disposition  has  such  malignant  re- 
tal  error  respecting  the  constitu-  luctance,  as  to  retain  universally 
tion  which  God  hath  given  to  the  knowledge  of  God  even  as 
human  nature,  a  constitution  far  Jis  they  do.  That  they  have 
which  revealed  religion  uniform-  a  general  hope  of  pardon  is  true ; 
ly  addresses  ;  and  which  it  is  de-  bijt  a  divine  revelation  is  not  ne- 
signed  to  repair,  to  sanctify,  and  cessary  in  order  to  account  for 
to  perfect.  this.  It  was  the  suggestion  of 

3d  Object.  All  the  religious  I  Satan  to  our  first  parents,  Ye 
ideas  of  the  heathen  may  be  ulti-:  shall  not  surtdy  die  ;  and  fallen 
mately  referred  to  a  supernatural!  Adam  ii>  his  llight,  in  his  fig-leaf 
revelation.  The  instruction  which  I  covering,  and  in  his  cquivoca- 
Noah,  an  inspired  teacher,  gave' tions  and  apologies,  appears  to 
to  his  ofl'spring,  was  communi-  have  had  some  little  hope,  before 
rated  by  tradition  to  all  nations,  the  revelation  of  mercy  was  made 
They  have  an  opinion  that  God  to  him.  This  sentiment  is  car- 
will  forgive  them,  and  the  rites  roborated  by  the  absolute  igno- 
of  superstition  seem  to  be  bor-  ranee  of  the  heathen  of  the  grand 
rowed  from  the  institutions  of' article  of  revealed  religion,  the 
revelation.  mediatory  Jesus. 

Ans.  Noah  was  indeed  a  The  design  of  revelation  was 
preacher  of  righteousness;  and | not  to  give  men  to  understand 
during  his  life,  no  doubt,  taught  that  there  was  a  God.  They 
the  truth  to  his  posterity.  But  it! knew  this.  Nor  that  he  was  mer- 
is  not  so  certain  that  any  know- 1  ciful,  this  was  inferable  in  some 
ledge  depending  on  revelation  degree  from  his  benevolence; 
could  have  continued  so  long,! but  that  his  mercy  could  not  be, 
and  for  so  many  generations,  in- 1  consistently  with  his  perfections, 
dependent  of  the  light  of  nature,  manifested  unto  men,  except 
Upon  this  supposition  the  memo-  through  a  mediator,  and  that  a 
ry  is  the  power  to  which  these  Divine  Redeemer  was  to  be, 
nations  are  indebted  for  religious  [granted  men.  How  could  the 
knowledge.  After  an  inspired  memory  relinquish  this  capi- 
writer  has  informed  you  that  men  tal  article  of  revelation,  and  re¬ 
did  not  like  to  retain  God  in  their  member  there  ^vas  a  God,  if  the 
knowledge,  that  the  heart  of  man  natural  pow  ers  of  man  had  been 
is  enmity  against  him,  after  your  as  incapable  of  discovering  the 
own  experience  of  the  feeble  one  as  the  other.  Nay,  how 
hold  which  this  faculty  takes  of|  could  men  now  under  the  light  of 
ideas  in  which  the  heart  is  notj  the  Gospel,  so  generally  acqui- 
interested  ;  after  the  account  that!  esce  in  the  truth  of  a  Divine  ex- 
history  gives  us  of  sciences  andjistence,  and  yet  appear  so  inve- 
arts  once  known,  and  afterw^ard  terate  against  the  doctrines  of 
forgotten,  do^you  think  it  possi-  grace,  unless  the  former  were  a 
ble,  that  such  pains  would  have  part  of  natural  religion,  and  the 
been  Liken  by  father  or  son,  latter  derived  from  another 
through  so  many  successive  gene-  source.  Will  you  reply,  that 
rations,  and  that  the  memory! some  truths  are  more  congenial 


AND  REVIEW. 


to  our  nature  than  others,  and 
although  they  could  not  have 
been  discovered  by  the  light  of 
nature,  yet,  when  once  revealed, 
they  take  so  strong  a  hold  of  the 
mind  as  cannot  be  easily  broken. 
You  then  are  willing  to  adopt  the 
hypothesis  that  the  knowledge  of 
religion  among  the  heathen  is  to 
be  attributed  to  the  force  of  na¬ 
tural  religion,  called  into  exer¬ 
cise  by  supernatural  revelation. 
It  is  possible  that  the  mind  might 
be  so  alTected  by  powerful  mira¬ 
cles,  as  to  credit  the  information 
w  hich  it  would  receive  of  a  Di¬ 
vine  Being,  of  whose  existence 
they  formerly  had  no  conception, 
but  such  an  obscure  revelation  as 
the  heathen  can  give  to  his  son, 
respecting  the  existence  of  a  God, 
an  idea  so  alarming  to  the  fears 
of  the  wicked,  so  destructive  to 
the  peace  of  man,  and  so  contra¬ 
ry  to  the  disposition  of  the  de¬ 
praved,  would  not  be  accredited, 
unless  more  palpable  evidence 
w  ere  offered.  No.  Were  it  not  that 
man  is  naturally  a  religious  crea¬ 
ture,  were  it  not  for  the  influence 
of  natural  religion,  superstition 
itself  could  not  exist.  Irreligion, 
total  atheism,  would  overwhelm 
the  earth,  and  probably,  the  be¬ 
lief  of  a  Divine  Being  existing  at 
all  would  be  confined  to  the 
breasts  of  the  regenerate.  But  as 
it  is,  man  cannot  long  divest  him¬ 
self  of  religious  impressions.  Ab¬ 
solute  irreligion  is  as  unnatural 
as  universal  corporeal  blindness. 

The  principle  of  devotion, 
which  is  interwoven  with  our 
existence,  can  alone  account  for 
the  continuance  of  any  kind  of 
religion  among  those  w  ho  sit  in 
darkness,  and  in  the  shadow  of 
death.  This  principle  must  ope¬ 
rate,  and  although  doctrines  pure- 
Iv  of  revelation,  be  hated,  ne- 


4.T7 

glected,  or  forgotten,  what  is  na¬ 
tural  to  man  has  continued  amidst 
successive  generations,  in  the 
darkness  of  ignorance  and  bar¬ 
barism. 

4th  Obj.  At  a  time  wdien  de¬ 
ism  is  prevalent,  it  is  more  safe 
to  refer  all  religion  ultimately  to 
revelation.  Men  generally  be¬ 
lieve  there  is  a  God.  This  is 
granted  by  infidels.  Show  to 
them  that  this  has  proceeded 
from  revelation  only,  and  you 
have  gained  your  point ;  you 
have  honoured  the  Bible,  and 
have  demonstrated  its  authenti- 
city. 

Ans.  This  sentiment  may  be 
the  error  of  a  pious  mind,  but 
certainly  not  of  a  shrewd  intel¬ 
lect,  unhampered  by  prejudice, 
vigorously  exerting  itself  in  the 
investigation  of  truth. 

Be  not  afraid  the  Scriptures 
will  suffer  from  natural  religion. 
Their  dictates  will  coincide.  The 
Scripture  revelation  implies  the 
existence  of  natural  religion,  and 
comes  from  God  to  its  aid.  Na- 
I  tural  religion  requires  us  to  em¬ 
brace  whatever  assistance  our 
Creator  offers.  Deny  this,  and 
you  turn  the  Scriptures  against 
themselves,  you  remove  the 
foundation  upon  which  their  evi¬ 
dence  rests,  together  with  the 
necessity  of  their  capital  doc¬ 
trines.  Revealed  religion  teaches 
us  that  men  will  be  judged  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  tenor  of  that  law*, 
the  statutes  of  which  they  had  an 
opportunity  of  knowing.  There¬ 
fore  they  are  without  excuse, 
Rom.  i.  20.  Sin  is  a  transgres¬ 
sion  of  the  law\  Where  there  is 
no  law  there  is  no  transgression. 
But  if  the  fall  of  man  have  abso¬ 
lutely  destroyed  his  capacity,  so 
far  as  that  the  knowledge  of  a 
Divine  existence  would  become 
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extinct  from  the  human  breast 
unless  supported  by  a  miraculous 
intervention  of  the  Supreme  him¬ 
self,  man  must  become  divested 
of  accountableness,  and  as  it  re¬ 
spects  religion,  be  on  a  level  with 
the  brutes.  All  natural  power 
of  forming  an  idea  of  a  God,  ofj 
religion,  or  of  accountableness,  j 
being  lost,  and  no  innate  princi¬ 
ple  of  morality  in  his  constitution,  | 
the  enmity  of  the  heart  to  God  j 
could  not  possibly  exist,  nor 
could  divine  justice  have  any 
further  claim  on  man  than  on  the 
cattle  which  graze  in  the  mea¬ 
dows,  both  being  alike  naturally 
destitute  of  a  capacity  even  to 
ascertain  his  existence.  Upon 
Ruch  principles,  if  man  had  been 
left  without  the  aid  of  supernatu¬ 
ral  revelation,  he  could  be  under 
no  law,  he  could  be  guilty  of  no 
transgression.  The  Judge  could 
lay  no  hold  of  him  at  last,  he 
must  be  justified  without  works, 
and  without  faith.  This  would 
at  once  overturn  the  whole  fabric 
of  Christianity,  supercede  the 
necessity  of  any  revelations,  and 
offer  an  easy  victory  to  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  divine  justice  and  the 
doctrine  of  the  atonement. 

Having  thus  endeavoured  to 
show,  from  the  perfections  of 
God,  and  from  the  nature  of  man, 
from  the  general  consent  of  na¬ 
tions,  and  from  the  testimony  of 
Scripture,  that  man  is  naturally  a 
religious  creature ;  and  having 
investigated  the  principal  objec¬ 
tions  to  the  existence  of  natural 
religion,  let  me  excite  you,  reader, 
to  admire,  and  bless  the  wisdom 
and  goodness  of  God.  He  has 
given  us  an  honourable  rank  in 
the  system  of  being ;  he  has  not 
left  us  to  wander  in  the  desert 
with  nothing  but  the  faint  torch 


of  nature’s  light,  to  direct  our 
steps  ;  he  has  favoured  us  with  a 
revelation  of  his  will,  of  his 
grace,  of  his  Son,  and  of  our 
own  miserable  condition.  He 
has  invited  us  cordially,  exhorted 
us  earnestly,  and  commanded  us 
authoritatively  to  believe  in  his 
Son,  that  we  might  have  life,  and 
peace,  and  happiness,  and  glory. 
He  has  himself  framed  a  perfect 
system  of  religion  for  us,  he  hath 
given  us  a  fair  and  perspicuous 
edition  of  the  law  and  the  religion 
of  nature,  illustrated  and  enforced 
hv  additional  articles.  He  h;is 
anticipated  our  fall,  made  suitable 
provision  for  our  recovery,  and 
described  that  provision  in  the 
Christian  Revelation ;  yea.  He 
I  has  entered  into  a  covenant  with 
us,  ordered  in  all  things,  and  sure, 
whereby  is  secured,  without  pos¬ 
sibility  of  failure,  the  aids  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  to  remove  the  ruins 
of  our  fall,  repair  all  the  original 
powers  of  human  nature,  restore 
them  to  the  image,  favour,  and 
fellowship  of  God,  as  they  were 
first  formed,  together  with  addi¬ 
tional  circumstances  of  elegance 
and  splendour,  a  far  more  ex¬ 
ceeding  and  eternal  weight  of 
glory.  Let  this  covenant  be 
all  our  salvation,  and  all  our 
desire.  Lei  our  talents,  and 
our  time,  be  employed  in  its 
service.  Let  our  views,  our 
desires,  our  purposes,  and  all 
our"  relative  connexions,  be  ren¬ 
dered  subordinate  to  this  religion, 
which  requires  us  to  glorify  God 
in  our  bodies  and  in  our  spirits  ; 
let  us  devolve  with  confidence  all 
our  cares  on  the  surety  of  the 
better  Testament;  and  by  the 
Divine  Spirit,  through  Jesus  the 
mediator,  cheerfully  consign  our 
whole  souls  and  bodies  into  the 
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arms  of  our  Father  who  is  in 
heaven,  the  God  of  nature,  of 
grace,  and  of  glory.  CD 


hAPTISM,^JVo.  r. 

TnE  IDENTITY  OF  BAPTISM  AND 
CIRCUMCISION. 

[Continued  from  page  351.] 

The  sign  and  seal  of  circumci¬ 
sion,  which,  as  we  stated  in  our 
last  number,  Abraham  received 
for  the  confirmation  of  his  faith 
in  the  promise  of  God,  his  seed, 
i.  e.  w^ho  professed  his  faith,  were 
also  commanded  to  receive.  For 
his  seed  both  connected  wdth 
him  by  God,  in  this  promise,  and 
the  consequent  command.  God 
calls  himself  the  God  of  both,  i.  e. 
not  only  of  Abraham,  but  of  those 
who  trod  in  his  footsteps.  In  thus 
doing,  he  ensured  to  Abram  the 
certainty  that  he  would  have  a 
seed :  not  merely  a  natural  otf- 
spring,  but  particularly  a  spiritual 
one.  flis  seed  the  apostle  to  the 
Galatians  calls  the  children  of  the 
promise.  They  are  those  who! 
are  redeemed  by  Christ  the  puri¬ 
fier  ;  and  those  only.  But  as 
their  imitation  of  Abraham,  or  the 
fact  of  their  being  his  spiritual 
seed,  can  only  be  known  by  their 
profession  and  conduct :  so  the 
children  of  the  promise,  or  the 
the  seed  of  Abraham,  are  those 
who  professed  Abraham’s  faith, 
and  displayed  his  obedience.  To 
them  God  promises  to  be  a  God  : 
He  declares  his  relation  to  them 
in  this  character,  and  their  rela¬ 
tion  to  Him  as  the  seed.  Not 
that  we  must  conclude  that  all 
who  professed  Abraham’s  faith, 
or  appeared  to  walk  in  his  steps, 
were  really  the  seed  or  the 
children  of  the  promise.  Some 


were  afar  off,  and  still  in  their 
sins,  spite  of  their  profession  and 
privileges.  To  them,  then,  God 
was  not  a  God,  in  the  sense  that 
he  w'as  to  others.  They  who 
died  in  this  state,  though  the 
children  of  Abraham,  as  profess¬ 
ing  his  faith,  God  will  declare  on 
the  judgment-day  “  1  never  knew 
you.”  Yet,  still  they,  whilst  they 
retained  their  profession  and  obe¬ 
dience,  and  were  not  cut  off, 
were,  as  the  apostle  calls  them, 
the  children  of  the  covenant, 
which  God  made  with  Abraham. 
As  such,  they  were  in  visible 
covenant-relation  to  God,  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  constitution.  They 
composed  the  visible  Church,  and 
as  such  were  known  and  recog¬ 
nized  by  the  world.  Which  of 
them  really  and  truly  belonged 
to  the  Church,  God  only^knew. 
He  judges  the  heart;  man  judges 
from  the  words  and  conduct  of  his 
fellow-men.  God’s  promise  is 
made  only  to  those  whose  hearts 
are  right  with  Him.  We  must 
consider  it  as  belonging  to  those 
who  with  the  mouth  confess  the 
truth,  and  in  their  deportment 
conform  to  the  truth.  These  re¬ 
marks  are  sufficient  to  prevent  a 
mistake  on  this  subject. 

Much  confusion  arises  neces¬ 
sarily  from  not  correctly  under¬ 
standing  the  meaning  of  the  visible 
and  invisible  Church.  The  dis¬ 
tinction  is  proper,  and  exists  in 
fact ;  and  yet  there  is  but  one 
Church — not  two  Churches.  The 
invisible  Church  is  not  a  body 
different  from  the  visible  Church. 
The  invisible  Church,  i.  e.  the 
company  of  real  believers,  can 
only  become  visible  by  their  pro¬ 
fession  of  faith,  and  obedience. 
They  whose  profession  is  false 
and  insincere,  belong  no  more  to 
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the  visible  Church,  of  right,  ac¬ 
cording  to  God’s  estimation,  than 
they  do  to  the  invisible.^  They  are 
practising  a  deception  upon  their 
fellow-men,  which  will  terminate 
in  their  own  ruin,  if  God  docs 
not  interpose.  They  are  treated 
as  members  of  the  visible  Ckinrh, 
on  the  ground  of  the  profession 
which  they  make.  This  pro¬ 
fession  relates  to  the  fact  of  their 
being  in  Christ,  and  thus  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  invisible  Churcb.  On 
the  ground  of  such  a  profession, 
they  are  regarded  as  members  of 
the  visible  Church. 

Such  a  visible  Church  God  now 
formed  in  the  family,  and  from 
among  the  descendants  of  Abra¬ 
ham.  Not  that  tbere  had  been 
no  visible  Church  before  this  ; 
for  such  a  Church  existed  in  the 
time  of  Abel,  since  he  offered  sa¬ 
crifices  in  the  end  of  the  days, 
i.  e.  on  the  Sabbath ;  and  in  the 
days  of  Enos,  the  son  of  Seth,  for 
then  began  men  to  call  upon  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  or  Jehovah  ; 
i.  e.  the  true  followers  were  dis¬ 
tinguished  from  others  by  the 
appellation  of  the  sons  of  God  ; 
and  in  the  days  of  Noah,  for  he 
was  a  preacher  of  righteousness. 
In  the  periods  when  these  men 
lived,  we  find  instituted  worship  ; 
positive  ordinances  ;  administra¬ 
tors,’  or  ministers,  officiating  at 
these  ordinances  :  and  by  this 
worship,  these  ordinances,  and 
the  ministers  attending  upon  them, 
a  distinction  made  visibly  between 
two  classes  of  men,  viz.  the  sons 
of  God,  i.  e.  believers,  and  the 
sons  of  men,  i.  e.  unbelievers. 
This  visible  distinction  constitutes 
the  essential  nature  of  a  visible 
Church  ;  or,  in  bther  words,  of 
^  collection  of  sinners  called  out 
of  the  world,  and  formed  into  a 


visible  body  for  social  worship 
and  social  improvement  in  reli¬ 
gion  to  the  glory  of  God.  In  the 
constitution  of  a  visible  Church, 
according  to  the  Scriptures,  is 
included,  1.  Sinners  professing 
faith  in  the  truth  of  God.  2.  Po¬ 
sitive  institutions,  illustrating  the 
truth  of  God,  and  promoting  its 
influence  on  the  hearts  of  those 
who  profess  it.  3.  Union  in  at¬ 
tendance  upon  these  positive  insti¬ 
tutions,  by  those  who  profess  the 
truth,  either  in  one  body,  when 
the  number  is  small,  or  many  bo¬ 
dies,  in  different  places,  when  the 
number  is  great.  4.  Some  offi¬ 
ciating  either  in  the  explanation 
and  enforcement  of  truth,  or  in 
the  administration  of  positive  or¬ 
dinances,  for  others,  when  they 
are  assembled  in  a  collective  ca¬ 
pacity.  All  these  features  of  a 
visible  Church  we  will  find  long 
before  Abram  was  born  ;  for  long 
before  this  period,  men  professed 
the  true  religion,  or  their  faith 
in  the  first  promise,  such  as  Abel 
and  Enoch,  and  others  ;  sacrijices 
which  typified  the  fulfilment  of 
the  first  promise  were  offered  up. 
Believers,  as  a  company,  were 
distinguished  from  unbelievers  ; 
for  they  w’ere  known  by  the  ap¬ 
propriate  name  of  the  so?is  of  God, 
whilst  the  others  were  called  the 
sons  of  men.  There  were  preach¬ 
ers,  as  Noah,  and  prophets,  as 
Enoch  ;  and  in  a  family,  the  eld¬ 
est  son  offered  sacrifice  for  the 
rest ;  and  when  a  number  of  fa¬ 
milies  w^ere  assembled  together, 
unquestionably  every  individual 
did  not  offer  sacrifice,  but  some 
for  the  rest,  as  Noah  did  after  the 
flood  for  the  w  hole  human  family 
then  in  being. 

In  these  features  of  a  visible 
Church  there  may  be  gre«t  alter- 
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ations,  without  destroying  their 
essential  nature.  Thus  the  truth 
to  be  believed  may  become  clear¬ 
er  and  clearer,  embracing  more 
particulars  in  detail,  from  time  to 
time  revealed  by  God  :  the  posi¬ 
tive  institutions  may  be  increased 
in  number  ;  or  old  ones  may  be 
abolished  and  new  ones  establish¬ 
ed  ;  the  visible  unitv  of  those  who 
profess  the  truth,  may  be  extend¬ 
ed  to  some  out  of  every  nation, 
or  confined  to  one  nation,  as  God 
sees  fit ;  the  ministers  may  be 
either  each  a  believer  in  his  turn, 
as  God  may  direct,  or  a  particu¬ 
lar  class  of  believers  for  this  pur¬ 
pose.  By  attending  to  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  Church,  we  will 
perceive  that  each  of  these  alter¬ 
ations  have  taken  place,  but  none 
of  them  have  afl'ected  the  exist¬ 
ence  of  a  visible  Church.  They 
have  only  afl'ected  its  visible  or¬ 
ganization. 

One  of  these  alterations  took 
place  in  the  dealings  of  (xod  with 
Abraham.  This  dispensation  of 
the  covenant  of  grace  restricted 
the  visible  Church  to  the  family 
and  descendants  of  Abram  :  a  new 
token  of  the  covenant  which  was 
intended  in  its  spirit  to  continue 
in  the  Church,  so  long  Jis  she  re¬ 
mained  in  her  militant  state,  was 
given  ;  and  this  token  command¬ 
ed  to  be  administered  in  the  body 
of  Abraham,  and  of  his  seed,  i.  e. 
the  children  of  the  promise  and 
their  male  offspring.  This  dispen¬ 
sation  was  completed  at  Sinai ;  for 
what  is  commonly  called  the  Si- 
naitic  Covenant  appears  to  be  no¬ 
thing  more  than  the  consumma¬ 
tion  of  what  is  called  the  Abra- 
hamic  Covenant.  Here  a  com¬ 
plete  code  of  laws  and  ordinances, 
political  and  religious,  were  giv¬ 
en,  a  priesthood  was  established, 


and  civil  rulers  were  appointed. 
On  the  entrance  of  Israel  into 
Canaan,  the  offspring  of  the  pro¬ 
mise,  the  seed  of  Abraham,  were 
organized  into  a  national  Church  : 
and  yet  there  was  a  clear  distinc¬ 
tion  between  Church  and  state. 
Each  had  its  laws,  its  officers,  its 
punishments,  its  members.  This 
prospective  view  of  the  Church 
it  was  deemed  proper  to  afford 
for  the  sake  of  perspicuity.  • 

To  return  to  the  time  when 
the  visible  Church  was  restricted 
to  the  family  and  posterity  of 
Abraham  : — The  restriction  was 
a  peculiarity  of  this  dispensation, 
as  we  have  remarked.  God  made 
Abram  the  father  of  many  na¬ 
tions  ;  the  father  of  the  fiuthful. 
He  also,  as  has  been  said,  gave  a 
Here:  token  of  the  covenant.  To¬ 
kens  there  had  been  before.  The 
sacrifice  of  brute  victims  was  a 
token.  For,  as  Witsius  observes, 
“  the  institutions  which  commemo¬ 
rated  sin,  also  signified  and  sealed 
the  future  expiation  of  it  by  the 
Messiah.  These  sacrifices  were 
seals  of  God’s  covenant ;  for 
though  there  is  a  difference  be¬ 
tween  sacrifices  and  sacraments, 
formally  considered  ;  because  sa¬ 
me  nts  are  given  by  God  to  men, 
but  sacrifices  are  offered  by  men 
to  God  :  nevertheless,  there  is 
no  reason  why  the  consideration 
of  a  sacrament  aud  sacrifice  may 
not  in  difl'erent  respects  concur 
in  one  and  the  same  thing.  For 
even  sacrifices  are  given  by  God 
to  men,  that  is,  are  instituted  by 
divine  authority,  that  by  these  ce¬ 
remonies,  the  coming  of  the  Son 
of  God  in  the  flesh  might  be  sig¬ 
nified  and  sealed.” — Besides  sa¬ 
crifice,  the  bow  in  the  clouds 
God  gave  to  Noah  as  a  token  of 
his  covenant.  To  Abram  he 
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gave  circumcision  as  his  token  of 
his  covenant.  This  change  of 
tokens  cannot  be  a  riifficulty  to  any, 
if  we  only  recollect  that  these 
tokens  are  positive  in  their  nature, 
depending  entirely  on  the  will  of 
God.  He  might  as  well,  had  he 
seen  fit,  continued  the  rain¬ 
bow  as  his  token ;  or  established 
any  other  token,  as  that  of  circum¬ 
cision.  He  was  pleased  to  esta¬ 
blish  this  painful  rite  as  such. 
If  any  ask.  Why  ?  let  them  (for 
it  is  full  as  proper)  ask  why  he 
instituted  sacrifices  ?  or  why  he 
put  his  bow  in  the  clouds  ?  or 
why  he  does  any  thing  in  the 
course  of  his  providence  ?  There 
is  unquestionably  a  reason  for  it ; 
but  that  reason  is,  because  God 
sees  it  to  be  Jit.  Do  any  want 
another  reason  ?  Is  not  that 
enough  ?  To  a  cavilling,  quib¬ 
bling,  disposition,  no  reason  will 
suffice  ;  but  to  him  who  loves,  re¬ 
verences,  and  obeys  the  truth, 
it  is  enough  to  hear,  thus  saith 
the  Lord.” 

God,  however,  never  has  esta¬ 
blished  any  rite  which  is  not  sig¬ 
nificant.  Sacrifices  were  so,  fur 
they  taught  the  guilt  of  him  who 
offered  the  sacrifice,  and  the  ne¬ 
cessity  of  atonement.  Thus  cir¬ 
cumcision  taught  the  natural  state 
of  him  whc  was  circumcised  to 
be  such  as  deserved  that  he  should 
be  cut  off  for  ever  from  the  friend¬ 
ship  of  God.  It  also  taught  the 
necessity  of  mortification  of  sin, 
and  newness  of  life. 

Thus  circumcision  was  com¬ 
manded  to  be  administered  to 
children  as  well  as  adults ;  but 
only  to  the  children  of  Abram 
and  his  seed^  i.  e.  the  offspring  of 
the  promise.  Thli^  administra¬ 
tion  was  new,  as  well  as  the  rite 
itself.  The  previous  tokens  of 
God’s  covenant  had  been  oUt  of, 


and  separate  from,  the  bodies  of 
believers  ;  now  the  token  was  in 
their  flesh,  and  in  the  flesh  of 
their  male  offspring.  -This  token 
in  the  flesh  of  the  male  offspring, 
signified  and  sealed  to  the  females, 
as  well  as  males,  the  certain  ful¬ 
filment  of  God’s  promise  of  Christ 
the  purifier.  Though  the  recep¬ 
tion  of  the  seal  was  restricted  to 
the  males,  yet  the  seal  itself  as¬ 
sured  females,  as  well  as  males, 
that  through  Christ  there  was  sal¬ 
vation.  If  the  question  be  asked, 
why  God  did  not  appoint  a  token 
to  be  applied  to  females  as  well 
as  males,  the  answ  er  is — and  it  is 
an  answer  that  is  enough  for  faith, 
-—because  God  did  not  please  to 
do  it.  As  the  token  was  God’s 
token,  wherever,  or  on  whom,  ft 
was  administered,  was  of  no  con¬ 
sequence  :  for,  wherever,  or  on 
whom,  it  was  administered,  it  was 
God’s  token  to  all  others,  of  his 
most  gracious  purpose,  as  well  as 
to  those  who  received  it. 

To  receive  it,  a.  covenant  rela¬ 
tion  to  God  was  necessary.  This 
covenant  relation  was  formed  on 
the  part  of  Abram  by  his  faith  ; 
and  so  by  his  seed  after  him,  or 
the  children  of  the  promise.  But 
how  w  as  it  formed  on  the  part  of 
of  Ishmael,  and  of  Isaac,  and  of  the 
male  child  that  was  eight  days 
old  ?  That  there  was  a  covenant 
relation  which  these  children  sus- 
tiJned  is  unquestionable  ;  for  the 
token  of  the  covenant  is  not  direct¬ 
ed  to  be  administered  to  all 
children  of  eight  days  ;  but  to  the 
children  of  Abraham,  and  of  Abra¬ 
ham’s  seed,  i.  e.  of  the  offspring 
of  the  promise  ;  of  those  who 
professed  his  faith  and  obedience. 
Why  were  they  entitled  to  re¬ 
ceive  this  token  ?  on  account  of 
their  covenant  relation  to  God. 
He  declared  himself  their  God, 
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as  well  as  the  God  of  their  pa-  the  Church  rests  entirely  upon 
rents.  the  promise^  that  the  Purifier 

What  then  is  the  nature  of  their  should  be  cut  off.  Faith  in  the 
relation  to  God.  They  evidently  latter  promise,  publicly  professed, 
did  not  exercise  faith  in  God’s  constituted  adult  membership  of 
promise,  and  could  not  profess  it.  the  Church  ;  circumcision  ad- 
How’  were  they  then  related  to  ministered  upon  adults,  or  infants, 
God  ?  'Phroiv^h  their  parents,  and  constituted  the  token  of  God,  that 
in  no  other  way.  God  in  his  the  Purifier  should  come  and  die  ; 
gracious  dispensations,  acts  as  he  and  by  virtue  of  his  incarnation 
does  in  those  of  his  providence,  and  death,  should  form  and  esta- 
Children  are  know  n,  blessed,  orjblish  to  himself  a  people  zealous 
punished,  in  and  through  their  i  of  good  works.  And  as  God  could 
parents  ;  l>ecnuse  their  parents  |  raise  up  monuments  of  his  grace 
were  related  to  God  by  faith  [from  among  children  as  well  as 
in  the  promise,  they,  through  adults  ;  as  they  were  capable  to 
them,  w  ere  related  to  God.  Thus  be  made  real  members  of  his 
God  said  to  Abram,  “  I  will  be  a  Church,  he  commanded  children 
God  to  thee,  and  thy  seed  after  to  be  circumcised  ;  not  all  child- 
thc8.”  Here  he  promises,  1.  ren,  but  the  children  of  adult 
That  he  w  ill  be  a  God  to  Abra-  members,  i.  e.  of  those  who  pro- 
ham.  2.  That  Abraham  shall  fessed  Abraham’s  faith,  and  con- 


have  a  seed  after  him,  who  shall! 
imitate  his  faith  and  obedience. 
3.  That  God  w  ill  be  the  God  of 
this  seed,  as  well  as  Abraham’s 
God.  The  promise,  therefore, 
regards  Abraham  as  an  individual, 
and  as  the  fatlier  of  the  faithful, 
in  his  private  and  his  public  ca¬ 
pacity.  With  respect  to  himself,! 
his  own  comfort  and  salvation  is| 
ensured  ;  with  respect  to  others,; 
he  is  assured  that  there  always; 
will  be  those  w  ho,  like  him,  shall ! 
believe  in  God,  and  in  Jesus 
Christ  the  purifier ;  and  that  these ! 
latter  w  ill  be  accounted  his  seed,  j 
This  is  the  view  which  the! 
apostle  to  the  Galatians  gives  of; 


stituted  his  seed.  To  them,  and 
to  them  only,  he  gave  the  promise 
of  being  their  God  ;  a  promise 
springing  from,  and  included  in, 
the  great  promise  of  Christ’s 
death.  Their  children,  by  birth 
or  adoption,  are  commanded  to 
be  circumcised.  We  have  no 
authority  to  suppose  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  Ishmael,  or  of  the  sons 
of  Keturah,  to  circumcise  their 
offspring,  if  they  themselves  did 
not  tread  in  the  footsteps  of 
faithful  Abraham  i  if  they  did  not 
unite  themselves  with  him  as 
members  of  the  visible  Church, 
formed  in  his  family.  The  com¬ 
mand  is  restricted  to  Abraham  and 


Abraham's  seed.  The  promise, !  his  seed ;  which  seed,  as  has  been 
therefore,  made  to  Abraham,  is  mentioned,  the  apostle  explains 
a  promise  made  to  the  visible  to  be  the  children  of  the  promise, 
Church,  i.  e.  all  who  profess  i.  e.  they  who  professed  the  faith 
Abram’s  faith,  assuring  her  of  her  of  the  patriarch.  “This  is  my 
own  perpetuity  ;  for,  so  long  as  covenant,”  said  God,  “  which  ye 
sun  and  moon  endure,  there  shall  shall  keep.”  What  YE  ?  Who 


not  be  wanting  those  who  w  alk  j  are  meant  ?  Abraham  and  his 
in  the  steps  of  faithful  Abraham.! seed,  and  none  else.  This  is  my 
This  promise  of  the  perpetuity  ofj  covenant,  which  ye  shall  keep 


444 


EVANf.ELICAL  GUARDIAN 


between  and  yon,  and  thy 
seed  after  thee  ;  every  man  child 
among  you^  (viz,  in  Abraham's 
family,  or  the  families  of  his  seed 
after  him,)  shall  be  circumcised. 
Gen.  xvii.  10.  The  whole  na¬ 
tion  of  Israel  were  accounted  the 
children  of  the  promise^  i.  e.  the 
visible  Church,  until  they  cruci¬ 
fied  and  slew  the  Purifier  ;  by 
which  act  they  denied  the  pro¬ 
mise,  and  forfeited  their  church¬ 
standing. 

As  therefore  the  command  of 
circumcision  is  restricted  to  those 
w  ho  were  the  offspring  of  Abra¬ 
ham  and  his  seed,  i.  e.  the  visible 
Church — the  children  of  the  pro¬ 
mise,  it  is  evident  the  ground  ofj 
infant  circumcision  w^as  a  cove¬ 
nant  relation  to  God — or  a  rela¬ 
tion  to  God,  as  their  God  in 
Christ.  This  relation  they'  could 
not  express  by  their  profession  of 
faith.  It  was  unfolded  in  the  pro¬ 
mise  of  God  to  their /larcn^s,  that 
he  would  be  their  God,  and  the 
God  of  those  who,  like  them,  be¬ 
lieved  in  the  Purifier.  Nay, 
more,  the  promise  assured  them 
that  there  ever  would  be  those 
who  cherished  the  hope  which 
they  did,  and  acted  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  their  faith. 

This  promise  then  was  the 
ground  on  which  God  commanded 
children  to  be  circumcised,  not 
only  those  born  to  believing  pa¬ 
rents,  but  those  bought  wdth  their 
monev,  or  born  of  the  servants  in 
his  house.  The  promise  secured 
the  perpetuity  of  the  visible 
Church.  Circumcision  being 
God’s  token  of  the  promise,  and 
administered  to  the  children  of 
his  people,  guaranteed  to  them, 
vot  that  every  circit^ncised  child 
should  be  a  child  of  the  promise, 
but  that  God  could  and  would,  by 


virtue  of  Christ’s  death,  make 
some,  if  not  all  these  children, 
the  children  of  the  promise ;  and 
that  at  all  events  he  would  raise 
up  a  spiritual  seed  to'Abraham, 
so  that  the  Church  should  be 
continued. 

Thus  circumcision  W'as  God’s 
token  of  the  Church’s  perpetuity, 
— God’s  assurance,  that  the  gates 
of  hell  should  not  prevail  against 
her.  In  this  view  infant  circum¬ 
cision  was  of  the  last  importance, 
as  confirmatory  of  fdth  on  the 
part  of  believers.  They  saw',  in 
this  rite,  the  pledge,  that  their 
places  would  be  filled  by  others 
professing  their  faith,  and  walk¬ 
ing  in  their  ways.  Their  feelings 
were  also  enlisted  by  this  rite  to 
supplicate  God’s  grace,  that  their 
circumcised  children  might  be  the 
heirs  of  the  promise.  Nay,  more, 
the  token  of  the  covenant,  admi¬ 
nistered  in  the  flesh  of  the  chil¬ 
dren,  obligated  those  children  to 
obey  God,  and  trust  in  Christ, 
the  purifier.  Their  circumcision 
did  not  bring  them  into  a  covenant 
relation  with  God.  Such  relation 
w'as  previously  necessary.  Abra¬ 
ham  believed  before  he  was  cir¬ 
cumcised — they,  in  his  family, 
who  were  circumcised,  belonged 
to  his  family  before  the  rite  was 
administered.  Because  he  be¬ 
lieved  he  received  the  sign  of  the 
covenant ;  and  because  they  were 
related  to  him,  who  believed, 
they  were  circumcised.  He  was 
related  to  God  by  his  faith — they 
by  the  promise  which  God  made 
to  them  who  believe.  Both  were 
related — but  each  in  a  different 
way.  He,  a  believer — they,  as 
the  children  and  family  of  a  be¬ 
liever.  Both,  therefore,  were 
circumcised  by  the  command  of 
God.  On  that  command  the  rite 
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rested  ;  for  it  was  positive  in  its 
nature.  As  such  God  could  direct 
its  administration  in  such  a  way, 
and  on  such  persons,  ns  he  saw 
fit.  He  did  give  directions  on  this 
subject,  so  as  to  prevent  confu¬ 
sion  and  mistake. 

We  have  thus  endeavoured  to 
explain  the  nature  of  circum¬ 
cision,  and  of  the  Abrahamic  co¬ 
venant.  To  sum  up  the  whole, 
in  a  few  propositions,  we  have 
endeavoured  to  show, 

1.  That  the  covenant,  with 
Abraham,  as  it  is  called,  is  one 
dispensation  of  the  covenant  of 
grace. 

2.  That  by  this  dispensation  of 
the  covenant  of  grace  the  visible 
Cliurch  was  restricted  to  Abra¬ 
ham  and  his  seed,  i.  e.  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  promise. 

3.  That  a  new  tokeuy  or  seal  of 
the  covenant  of  grace,  was  given 
under  this  dispensation,  viz.  cir¬ 
cumcision. 

4.  That  this  token  was  com¬ 
manded  to  be  administered  in  the 
flesh  of  Abram  and  his  seed. 

5.  That  by  Abram  and  his  seed 
were  meant  the  company  of  be¬ 
lievers — the  visible  Church. 

G.  That  they,  and  they  only, 
that  is  the  visible  Church,  be¬ 
lievers  in  Christ,  could  receive 
this  token  of  God’s  covenant, 

7.  That  in  this  visible  Church 
the  children  of  believers  were  in¬ 
cluded  with  their  parents,  be¬ 
cause  to  them  the  token  of  the 
covenant  was  commanded  to  be 
administered.  Receiving  the  seal 
therefore,  by  divine  command, 
thev  must  have  been  considered 
as  standing  related  to  whose 
token  they  received.  7;;Tr: 


DR.  ABEEL’S  JOURNAL. 

[Continued  from  page  401.] 

Wednesday^  Jan,  9. 

FOR  this  day  or  two  past  I 
have  to  acknowledge  the  goodness 
of  my  Lord,  in  relieving  me  from 
the  great  lassitude  into  which  I 
bad  fallen,  and  that  irritation  of 
the  lungs  which  produced  a  con¬ 
tinual  hicking,  and  frequently 
violent  coughing.  I  perspire  at 
night,  but  it  is  not  that  hectick 
sweat  which  I  had  begun  to  ap¬ 
prehend.  My  rest  is  refreshing, 
although  I  sometimes  count  all 
the  watches  of  the  night.  During 
these  intervals  of  wakefulness  the 
body  is  not  restless,  and  the  mind 
is  commonly  lucid  and  sweetly 
composed.  1  shall  often  recol¬ 
lect  my  songs  in  the  night  on 
board  the  Triton.  The  water 
whirling  about  her  rudder,  and 
rolling  along  her  side  produce  the 
same  effect  which  you  experi¬ 
ence  at  night  in  the  vicinity  of  a 
cataract,  or  the  surf  of  the  ocean. 
It  lulls  us  ;  but  inspires  thought. 
I  hear  the  watchman  walk  his 
round  upon  deck  ;  I  hear  each 
half  hour  announced  to  him  by 
the  helmsman,  who  turns  the 
glass  ;  and  while  to  those  on  the 
forecastle  he,  in  his  turn,  cries 
strike  the  bell  one  ;  or  if  four, 
hold  the  reel,  pump  the  ship ; 
and  at  eight  bells,  that  is,  every 
four  hours,  ring  the  bell  and  call 
the  watch.  During  the  intervals 
of  silence  my  thoughts  are  often 

with  - ,  or  with  my  God. 

Last  night,  they  ran  much  upon  a 
fact  related  by  John,  in  the  23d 
verse  of  the  13th  chapter  of  his 
Gospel.  Now  there  was  leaning 
on  Jesus^s  bosom  one  of  his  disci- 
pies,  whom  Jesus  loved.  What 
repose  must  that  di.'»ciplo  have 
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enjoyed !  What  an  enviable  pri¬ 
vilege  !  To  lean  on  the  bosom 
of  an  earthly  friend  in  this  pos¬ 
ture,  to  hold  sweet  converse,  to 
pour  out  the  heart  that  has  been 
loaded  and  oppressed  with  secret 
sorrow  ;  to  receive  assurances  of 
sympathy  and  support,  afford  no 
small  satisfaction  and  relief.  Yet, 
what  friend,  if  be  be  sincere,  and 
retnain  faithful  and  willing,  even 
at  the  hazard  of  life,  or  all  that 
renders  it  valuable,  must  not,  un¬ 
der  innumerable  circumstances, 
prove  impotent  and  wholly  in¬ 
competent  to  succour  or  console 
us,  must  not  sometimes  in  the  at¬ 
tempt  to  relieve,  swell  the  floods, 
which  already  threaten  to  over¬ 
whelm  us. 

Cease  from  man — there  is  a 
measure  of  confidence  in  him, 
which  is  not  only  vain  but  wicked,  j 
It  weakens,  if  it  is  not  opposed, 
— trust  in  God. 

But  lean  on  the  bosom  of  Jesus — 

there - will  repose  in  joy, 

when  on  every  other  pillow  she 
finds  a  thorn.  This  was  not  the 
exclusive  privilege  of  John.  Mil¬ 
lions  besides  him  have  leaned 
upon  this  bosom  ;  it  is  continually 
filled  with  tenderness  and  com¬ 
passion,  and  unequalled  love. 
We  have  not  a  high  Priest  who 
cannot  be  touched  with  the  feel¬ 
ing  of  our  inflrmities  ;  but  one 
who  was  tempted  in  all  things 
like  as  we  are,  and  yet  without 
sin.  O  what  a  Saviour  does  the 
Gospel  reveal ;  exactly  such  an 
high  Priest  as  became  us.  A 
friend,  an  elder  brother,  a  sub¬ 
stitute  when  w'e  were  condemned 
to  sufier  the  sentence  of  a  righte¬ 
ous  law  !  A  sacrifice  when  we 
were  increasing  the  severity  of 
that  justice  which' demanded  it. 
A  God,  who  has  power  to  accom¬ 
plish  the  whole  purpose  of  hU 


love  concerning  us.  Here,  while 
we  see  the  value  of  the  privilege, 
we  have  the  great  inducement  to 
lean  on  the  bosom  of  Jesus. 

Tltvrsday^  Jan,  10. 

As  you  have  never  been  placed 
in  circumstances  like  mine,  you 
will  often  wonder  how  I  employ 
the  time,  so  as  to  prevent  it  from 
becoming  irksome.  It  requires 
less  ingenuity  than  I  had  appre¬ 
hended.  Instead  of  being  under 
the  necessity  of  inventing  re¬ 
sources  of  improvement  and 
amusement,  the  great  difficulty  is 
to  occupy  and  seize  those  which 
present  themselves.  They  may 
be  arranged  under  the  heads  of 
books.  Of  these  companions, 
who,  though  dead,  yet  speak,  I 
have  no  small  number.  And  here, 
in  choosing  company,  one  has  a 
peculiar  advantage.  However 
obscure  himself,  he  can  at  any 
time  command  into  his  presence 
the  greatest  and  the  best  of  men, 
employ  their  wit  and  pleasantry, 
their  sentiments  and  reasonings, 
the  products  of  the  most  brilliant 
imaginations  or  vigorous  intel¬ 
lects,  for  his  entertainment  and 
improvement — of  men  who,  when 
living,  would  not  have  deigned  to 
keep  his  company,  or  made  a 
single  effort  for  his  amusement. 
Here  1  have  Addison,  and  Swift, 
and  Goldsmith,  with  the  immortal 
classic  host,  associated  too  with 
the  genius  ofantiquity,  from  whom 
they  drew  much  of  their  spirit 
and  their  taste,  all  in  their  best  hu¬ 
mour  and  highest  efforts  to  please. 
Here  the  poets,  without  the  pain¬ 
ful  sympathy  produced  by  their 
poverty,  or  disgust  by  their  per¬ 
sonal  eccentricities  ;  the  greatest 
divines,  without  that  intimacy 
which  has  often  detracted  from 
the  a!ithority  of  their  instruction?. 
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And  Johnson  himself,  the  prince 
of  moralists,  without  his  morose¬ 
ness  and  literary  pride.  Here  too 
the  ingenious,  the  heavenly- 
minded  Cowper,  writing  like  a 
divine,  a  poet,  a  satirist,  or,  if  I 
please,  as  merry  as  when  John 
Gilpin  dropped  from  his  pen, 
without  being  a  painful  witness  of 
that  morbid  melancholly  which 
wrung  the  hearts  of  his  intimates. 

Friday^  Jan,  1 1 . 

When  fatigued  with  reading,  1 
can  resort  to  facts  and  occur¬ 
rences,  or  rather  these  constantly 
force  themselves  upon  the  atten¬ 
tion,  and  occupy  some  portion  of 
each  day.  The  sight  of  a  sail, 
the  phenomena  which  appear  in 
the  ocean,  the  atmosphere,  and 
the  heavens  ;  our  continual 
change  of  place  and  of  climate, 
our  daily  progress,  the  means  by 
which  we  ascertain  these  changes, 
and  the  degree  of  our  progress, 
even  to  a  mile  or  less,  together 
with  incidents  on  board,  among 
about  twenty  souls,  may  employ 
much  time,  and  not  unprohtably. 
Contemplation  can  never  exhaust 
itself  here.  So  that  they  who  go 
down  to  the  sea  in  ships  may  al¬ 
ways  see  the  wonders  of  God.  1 
never  turn  my  thoughts  to  the 
firmament,  or  the  waves,  without 
finding  the  truth  of  what  the 
Psalmist  says.  But  I  confess, 
that  from  the  relations  of  all  the 
voyages  I  have  met  with,  I  had 
expected,  after  sailing  about  six 
thousand  miles,  more,  much 
more,  to  excite  wonder  and  gra¬ 
tify  curiosity  than  has  appeared. 
We  have  had  the  wind  raised  to  a 
gale,  and  been  compelled  to  scud 
before  it,  but  it  did  not  roar  quite 
as  loud  as  thunder.  We  have  had 
a  high  and  boisterous  sea  ;  but 
nothing  to  justify  the  common 


figure  of  the  storm — ^waves  run¬ 
ning  mountains  high.  The  rapid 
motion  of  the  ship  has  beat  up  a 
foam  all  around  us,  and  illumi¬ 
nated  her  course,  by  stirring  up 
those  luminous  particles  which 
are  either  phosphoric  produc¬ 
tions  of  the  sea,  or  electric  fluid, 
or  animalculae,  or  something  in¬ 
herent  in  the  water  itself ;  but  I 
have  never  seen  the  whole  mass 
so  filled  with  these  as  to  appear 
like  liquid  fire  or  blood.  We  had 
expected  to  take  the  trade-winds 
in  about  the  latitude  of  30®  north, 
where  they  are  said  to  commence, 
and  to  blow  from  the  north-east. 
Our  captain  was  so  confident  in 
the  expectation,  that  he  incau¬ 
tiously  said,  when  we  get  there 
we  should  thank  no  one  for  a  good 
wind.  Yet  there  it  blew  so  much 
from  the  south  that  we  were  un¬ 
der  serious  apprehensions  of 
making  sufficient  easting  to  wea¬ 
ther  Cape  St.  Rock.  In  23®  N. 
lat.  we  took,  after  being  almost 
becalmed  for  a  day  or  two,  what 
might  be  properly  called  the 
trade-wind,  yet  still  it  was  so  far 
to  the  south  as  to  pinch  us  in  our 
course.  In  lat.  6®  N.,  after  being 
becalmed  for  four  or  five  days, 
we  w^ere  favoured  with  a  return 
of  the  same  wind,  which  has  con¬ 
tinued  with  little  variation  till  we 
have  now  arrived  at  10®  49"  S. 
lat.  and  opposite  to  St.  Salvadore. 
We  begin  to  find  that  the  wind  is 
influenced  by  the  land.  W'e  took 
two  porpoises  the  first  week  after 
we  sailed  ;  one  young  shark  near 
the  line  ;  and  a  flying-fish  was 
found  one  morning  in  the  chains. 

Saturday^  Jan,  12. 

M  nothing  remarkable  has  oc¬ 
curred  this  day,  I  proceed  in  the 
enumeration  which  1  have  begun, 
and  mention  the  social  enferliiin- 
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ment  derived  from  coinjiany  ;  for 
I  have  already  told  you,  that  there 
are  upwards  of  twenty  of  us  float¬ 
ing  together,  and  however  des¬ 
picable  companions  some  of  these 
poor  tars  might  be  thought  on 
shore,  there  is  not  one  of  them 
with  whom  I  do  not  find  it  either 
profitable  to  him,  or  satisfactory 
to  myself,  to  converse  occasion¬ 
ally.  A  better  opportunity  of  af¬ 
fording  them  what,  of  all  classes 
of  men,  they  need  the  most,  and 
get  the  least — instruction  and  ad¬ 
vice,  could  not  oft'er.  And  the 
condescension,  as  some  would 
think,  is  not  unfrequently  repaid  j 
by  the  narrative  of  a  shipwreck, 
and  of  a  life  of  hardships,  priva¬ 
tions,  and  changes,  which,  with 
all  the  simplicity  and  coarseness 
of  the  relation,  proves  highly  in¬ 
teresting  and  affecting. 

Lord'^s  day^  Jan,  13. 

As  usual  on  this  day,  we  as¬ 
sembled  in  the  cabin,  at  twelve 
o’clock.  I  read  a  chapter  and  a 
hymn,  and  prayed.  Mr.  I.  at  my 
request,  read  one  of  Knox’s  ser¬ 
mons.  It  is  not  one  of  the  class 
which  I  should  have  selected,! 
where  I  could  have  a  choice,  but| 
it  was  among  the  best  which  were 
on  board.  Having  felt  feverish 
and  weak  for  several  days  past, 
my  mind  has  painfully  evinced  its 
connexion  with  the  body.  There 
have  been  such  languor  and  de¬ 
jection  as  to  unfit  me  for  every 
thing  but  moping  and  lounging. 

I  have  been  unable  to  read,  write, 
talk,  or  even  to  think,  without 
injury  to  this  crazy,  shattered 
frame  ;  and  yet,  whether  it  be 
owing  to  the  inscrutable  con¬ 
nexion  between  nervous  excite¬ 
ment  and  mental  elevation,  or  the 
febrile  impulse  Af  the  blood  to 
the  brain,  or  some  other  cause,  I 


find  myself  at  such  times  more 
inclined  to  thought,  and  to  think 
with  more  sprightliness  and  vi¬ 
gour.  My  meditation  ran  much 
upon  the  fifth  verse  of  the  42d 
Psalm.  Why  art  thou  cast  down, 
O  my  soul  ?  -  Why  ?  Is  there  not 
sufficient  cause  for  dejection  ? 

Monday,  Jan,  14. 

We  are  now  in  about  18^  2T 
S.  lat.  and  34°  W.  long,  making 
for  the  Brazil  coast  as  fast  as  is 
prudent,  and  begin  to  consider 
our  voyage  as  draw  ing  to  a  close. 
This  night  the  firmament  was  un¬ 
usually  brilliant.  I  thought  I  had 
never  before  seen  so  many  stars. 
In  this  region  there  appears  in 
the  heavens  a  very  singular  phe¬ 
nomenon  :  two  small  clouds, which 
are  called  Magellan’s  clouds — 
they  are  stationary.  The  one 
seems  to  occupy  a  space  of  about 
eight  or  ten  square  feet,  the  other 
about  half  4s  much.  From  their 
luminous  appearance  bearing  a 
resemblance  to  tracts  of  the  ga¬ 
laxy,  I  suppose  they  must  be  ne¬ 
bulae  of  stars — a  cluster  of  worlds. 

• 

Tuesday,  Jan,  15. 

The  appearance  of  the  water 
began  to  change,  but  no  sound¬ 
ings.  There  was  floating  on  the 
surface  of  the  water  a  yellow, 
oily  substance,  which  at  a  small 
distance  gave  the  resemblance  of 
very  shallow  water.  It  was  called 
Whale-path,  and  said  to  be  the 
product  of  that  fish.  I  rather 
suppose  this  to  be  a  vulgar  error, 
and  view  it  as  the  product  of 
some  river  or  shore.  I  was 
greatly  indisposed  the  whole  ol 
this  day. 

Wednesday,  Jan,  IG. 

This  day  my  indisposition  con¬ 
tinued,  We  got  soundings  about 


5  o’clock,  P.  M.  25  fathoms.  As  V^filling  me.  The  perfume  from 
night  was  coniing  on,  and  no  moon  |ten  thousand  flowers,  washed  in 
till  half  past  1 1,  we  steered  oflf  a  the  morning-dew,  appears  to  have 
little.  Althougli  we  are  now  under !  mingled  in  the  breeze  which 
a  vertical  siiii,  the  temperature  of ! gently  blew  from  the  shore, 
the  air  has  greatly  improved  ;  the  :  Among  these  I  could  plainly  per- 
thermorncter  has  been  at  75.  ceive  the  predominance  of  the 

yellow  jessamin,  or  some  one 
Thursday^  Jan,  17.  which  exactly  resembled  it  in 

This  morning,  agreeably  to  ex-  fragrance.  If  there  were  much 
pectatiofi,  about  7  o'clock,  Land,  to  gratify  the  smell,  there  was 
oho!  was  cried  by  one  of  the  still  more  to  engross  the  eye. 
sailors,  and  echoed  from  the  fore-  The  scenery  is  wild  and  beauti- 
castle  to  the  (piarter-deck — joy  ful,  and  in  many  respects  sublime, 
seemed  to  ins|)ire  all.  1  looked,  j  The  whole  coast  is  a  chain  of 
and  strained  my  eyes  again  and  mountains,  which  with  us  would 
again,  to  see,  but  could  distin-  be  thought  high.  The  line  is  no 
guish  nothing  from  the  horizon  ways  uniform,  but  as  irregular  as 
but  the  ocean.  In  about  half  an  nature  ever  appears  in  her  wild- 
hour  1  began  to  see  something,  est  works  ;  most  rise  like  cones, 
which  1  should,  had  I  not  been  ^  perfectly  pointed  at  the  top  ; 
assured  to  the  contrary,  have  j  others  are  cut  down  to  half  a 
taken  for  a  dark  cloud.  On  view- ‘cone  ;  some  are  almost  spherical ; 
ing  however,  frecpiently,  1  found  ^  and  here  and  there  a  square  mass 
that,  contrary  to  the  nature  of  a  |  rises,  with  such  a  disproportion 
cloud,  its  line  was  invariable,  between  the  top  and  base,  that 
Habit  is  every  thing.  A  Birming- ithe  slightest  concussion  of  the 
ham  manufacturer  has  a  more  ex-'earlh  would  overturn  it.  As  far 


quisite  touch  than  the  most  deli¬ 
cate  female  hand  ;  he  can  feel 
the  defect  of  polish  on  a  smooth 
surface,  or  of  edge  on  an  instru-j 
ment,  which  no  eve  or  other  touch 
can  detect.  So  seamen  discern 
objects  at  a  distance,  which  wholly 
baffle  ordinary  vision. 

Friday y  Jan.  18. 

My  -  - ,  as  I  lay  on 

my  bed,  coritemplating  the  sere¬ 
nity  and  pleasantness  of  the  morn¬ 
ing,  while  the  sun  shone  through 
the  cabin  windows,  Mr.  Johnson, 
from  the- deck,  cried  to  me  to 
come  and  smell  the  flowers  from 
the  shore.  As  we  were  full  ten 
miles  off,  I  supposed  that  he  must  j 
be  under  some  illusion.  I  had 
however  scarcely  reached  the 
deck,  before  I  thanked  him  for 
V^OL,  IK, ..No.  10. 


as  the  eye  can  carry  you  along 
the  coast,  the  mountains  which 
bind  it  have  the  wild  and  ragged 
appearance.  From  this  first  spe¬ 
cimen  you  will  readily  conclude 
that  I  began  to  form  the  most 
pleiising  anticipation  of  the  health¬ 
fulness  and  beauty  of  the  Bra- 
jzillian  country.  I  already  ima- 
gined,  that,  seated  on  a  bank  of 
flowers,  under  some  broad  spread¬ 
ing  shade,  I  w^as  eating  the  orange, 
the  banyana,  the  mango,  and  all 
the  fruits  of  the  tropic,  in  their 
perfection.  1  seemed  already  to 
inhale  the  fragrance  of  the  flow¬ 
ers  springing  in  their  deep  val¬ 
leys,  and  to  contemplate  with 
transport  the  crimson  velvet  ol 
the  amyrillis  formosissima,  and  all 
(the  host  of  plants  which  have 
'  been  said  to  present  such  new 
'  <29 
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and  superior  beauties  in  this  re- 
gion, 

LoriVs  day^  May  5. 

This  is  the  tiltj-second  day 
since  we  left  Rio  Janeiro.  Be¬ 
fore  this  I  had  hoped  to  have 

filled  up  manyji  page  to  my - . 

But  I  have  had  enough  to  do  to 
drag  this  crazy  frame  from  one 
part  of  the  vessel  to  another.  1 
have  been  manifestly  much  w  orse 
during  the  greater  part  of  this 
voyage  ;  all  rny  symptoms  seemed 
to  have  been  ag<rrevated.  For 
the  first  sixteen  days,  instead  of 
gaining,  the  wind  was  so  much 
ahead  that  we  were  to  the  south¬ 
ward  of  our  port.  We  then  got 
a  wind  which  enabled  us  to  lay 
our  course  ;  but  before  w  e  got  to 
the  line  we  were  becalmed  not 
less  than  another  fortnight.  We 
are  at  present,  by  the  good  hand 
of  our  God,  brought  to  what  we 
hope  will  prove  only  a  few^  days 
run  to  our  port.  On  this  day,  as 
usual,  we  had  our  religious  ser¬ 
vice. 


The  Conversion  of  Mr.  De  La 
Harpe,  a  French  Infidel  Philo¬ 
sopher. 

THE  circumstances  attendant 
on  conversion  are  extremely  va- 
rious.  In  those  who  have  hap¬ 
pily  been  favoured  with  the 
unspeakable  advantage  of  reli¬ 
gious  education,  they  are  seldom 
very  sudden  or  very  observable. 
It  may  even  be  doubted,  whether 
the  subject  of  this  important 
change  is  alwaj^s  aware  of  the 
time  or  manner  in  which  the  fact 
tpok  place,  since  the  external 


manifestations  ol  it  are  but  little 
distinguishable  from  the  habits  ot 
previous  life  and  manners.  In¬ 
ternal  evidence  may  be  perfectly 
satisfiH:tory  after  this  change,  and 
may  gather  strength  by  time  and 
experience,  yet  may  be  so  inde¬ 
cisive  at  the  moment,  as  hardly  to 
admit  of  direct  inferences  or  de¬ 
ductions.  Regeneration  is  most 
evident  in  those  who  have  pjissed 
their  early  life  in  opposition  to  all 
religion.  In  proportion  to  the 
vehemence  of  their  opposition  to 
the  opportunities  they  have  had 
of  displaying  their  enmity,  and  to 
the  number  of  persons  who  may 
have  been  injured,  perhaps  ru¬ 
ined,  by  the  public  propagation 
of  their  erroneous  principles  and 
iniquitous  practices,  is  the  atten¬ 
tion  w  hich  is  attracted  by  a  moral 
revolution  in  their  sentiments  and 
conduct. 

It  is  well  known  that  V  oltaire, 
for  instance, had  done  all  that  was 
possible  for  wit,  and  sneer,  and 
malevolent  misrepresentation  to 
do,  towards  the  entire  eradication 
ofChristianity  :  nothing  less  would 
content  him.  It  was  the  joy  ol 
his  heart,  the  business  of  his  life, 
the  study  of  his  w^hole  mind,  to 
defame  the  sacred  Scriptures,  the 
Gospels  especially  ;  and  so  great 
was  his  antipathy  to  the  Divine 
Author  and  Finisher  of  our  Faith, 
that  (Charity  would  hope,  even 
of  V  oltaire,  that  those  are  mista¬ 
ken  who  thus  interpret  it)  the 
private  mark  placed  at  the  corner 
ol  his  letters,  to  remind  liis  con¬ 
fidential  friends  of  their  duty.,  w  as 
E.  Ij  /. — Eerasez  V  Infaine ; 
“  Crush  the  w  retch  — meaning, 
by  the  nvretch^  the  Saviour  of  the 
world !  What  was  the  state  of 
mind  of  the  dying  V^oltaire,  his 
disciples  have  diligently  conceal¬ 
ed  from  the  public.  But  if  he. 
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had  been  so  changed  some  years 
before  his  death,  as  to  vindicate 
^that  fiith  which  he  formerly  vili- 
6ed,  what  a  striking  instance  of 
all-vanquishing  grace  would  he 
have  been  ! 

The  divine  sovereignty  did  not 
see  fit  to  manifest  itself  in  that; 
particular  instance.  Neverthe-j 
less,  a  chief  disciple  of  thati 
atheist,  no  less  bitter  than  bis 
master  against  the  truth, — no  less 
hardened  in  his  guilt, — no  less 
sarcastic  in  his  manner, — no  less 
determined  as  an  enemy  to  Christ 
and  his  cross,  and  as  a  worshipper 
of  the  goddess  Reason,  almighty 
Reason  !  lately  stood  forth  as  “  a 
brand  plucked  from  the  burn¬ 
ing;”  and,  after  having  proclaim¬ 
ed  the  Gospel  to  numerous  audi¬ 
tories,  has  died  a  penitent  and  a 
believer. 

Such  of  your  readers  as  have 
paid  attention  to  French  litera¬ 
ture,  know  that  there  was  a  soci¬ 
ety  of  eminent  men  of  letters 
who  held  regular  meetings,  in 
order  to  canvass  the  best  mode 
of  directing  their  attacks  against 
Christianity.  Diderot  was  the 
patriarch  of  these  atheists. — 
D’Alembert,  Diiclos,  Condorcet, 
and  many  others,  were  members 
of  this  society.  But  none  was 
more  conspicuous  than  M.  de  la 
Harpe.  He  was  the  favourite  of 
Voltaire  ;  repeatedly  visited  him, 
and  resided  w  ith  him  at  Ferney ; 
acted  on  his  theatre,  dedicated 
his  first  play  to  him  ;  and,  in  re¬ 
turn,  Voltaire  revised  his  produc- 
tiois, — recommended  him  to  offi¬ 
cial  patronage, — secured  a  party 
in  his  favour, — and,  in  short,  ex¬ 
erted  all  his  interest  to  render 
him  popular.  De  la  Harpe,  tread¬ 
ing  in  the  footsteps  of  his  master, 
promoted  the  French  Revolution 
to  his  utmost.  The  ever-shifting 


governors  of  France,  during  many 
a  turbulent  scene,  were  some¬ 
times  friendly,  sometimes  inimi¬ 
cal,  to  literature  and  literati.  By 
one  of  these  temporary  presi¬ 
dencies  M.  de  la  Harpe  was  ar¬ 
rested,  and  shut  up  in  the  Lux¬ 
embourg.  The  greater  number 
of  those  with  whom  he  had  been 
particularly  connected,  had  al-. 
ready  suffered  on  the  scaffold ; 
and  the  same  fate  appeared  to  be 
reserved  for  him.  At  the  mo¬ 
ment  when  he  was  consigned  to  a 
prison,  the  opinions  of  those  mo¬ 
dern  philosophers  with  w'hom  he 
had  associated,  were  not  effaced 
from  his  mind  ;  and,  though  he 
abominated  their  effects,  the  prin¬ 
ciples  themselves  had  not  alto¬ 
gether  lost  their  influence. 

In  this  comfortless  situation  M. 
de  la  Harpe  had  the  happiness  of 
finding  a  fellow-prisoner,  whose 
piety  aflbrdcd  him  the  means  of 
consolation,  and  by  whom  it  was 
recommended  to  employ  himself 
in  studying  the  Psalms  of  David, 
which  M.  de  la  Harpe  had  never 
looked  into  but  as  containing 
some  poetical  beauties  ;  and  even 
of  these  he  did  not  retain  thu 
least  .remembrance.  His  new 
friend,  however,  fearing  lest  he 
might  alarm  the  philosopher  by 
such  a  proposition,  urged  this  em¬ 
ployment  rather  as  the  means  of 
amusing  his  anxious  mind  ;  and, 
therefore,  requested  him  to  write 
a  mere  literary  commentary  on 
these  sublime  productions. 

M.  de  la  Harpe,  charmed  with 
an  occupation  which  was  so  con¬ 
formable  to  liis  taste  and  inclina¬ 
tions,  entered  at  once  upon  the^ 
work.  At  the  very  commence 
ment  of  it,  he  was  convinced  that 
the  Psalms  contained  poetical 
beauties  of  a  superior  character  ; 
and,  as  he  proceeded,  this  opinion 
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was  proportionably  heigliicned. 
The  perusal  of  other  pious  works 
strengthened  the  growing  dispo¬ 
sition  ;  and  he,  at  length,  disco¬ 
vered  the  real  source  of  those 
consolations,  and  that  help  to 
which  the  wretched  never  apply 
in  vain.  This  commentary,  which 
was  at  first  undertaken  with  the 
w  armth  of  gratitude,  and  continu¬ 
ed  with  the  zeal  of  piety,  became 
the  preliminary  discourse  of  the 
translation  of  the  Psalter,  the  first 
work  in  which  the  author  an¬ 
nounced  his  conversion. 

This  conversion  was  attended 
with  all  the  marks  bf  a  sincere 
conviction.  The  manuscript  notes 
of  M.  de  la  Harpe  aflbrd  an  addi¬ 
tional  proof  of  it.  “  I  was  in 
prison,”  says  he,  “  all  alone,  in 
a  small  chamber,  and  in  a  state 
of  profound  sorrow  ; — but  many 
days  did  not  pass  before  I  found 
that  the  study  of  the  Psalms  and 
the  Gospels,  had  produced  a 
strong,  though  gradual,  effect  in 
my  mind.  1  was  already  num¬ 
bered  among  the  faithful.  I  be¬ 
held  a  new’  light,  but  it  alarmed 
and  terrified  me,  by  discovering 
the  abyss, — an  abyss  of  forty 
years  of  error.  1  beheld  all  the 
evil,  but  could  not  discern  the 
remedy.  There  was  no  one  to 
afford  me  aid.  On  one  hand,  mv 
life  appeared  before  me,  repre¬ 
sented  to  me  by  a  light  which 
beamed  from  the  torch  of  celes¬ 
tial  truth.  On  the  other,  I  looked 
on  death,  that  death  which  I 
daily  expected,  and  as  it  w  as  then 
indfcted.  The  priest  no  longer 
appeared  on  the  scatfold  to  con¬ 
sole  the  dying  victim  :  he  as¬ 
cended  it  rather  to  die  himself! 
there.  Oppre^ed  by  these  de-j 
solating  ideas,  my  heart  sunk 
wathin  me  ;  and  addressing  my¬ 
self  in  a  smothered  voice  to  the 


God  whom  1  had  scarcely  know  1*4^ 
What  ought  I  to  do?  said  I, — 
what  will  be  my  lot  ?  1  pon  the 

table  lay  'Jdiomas  a  Kempis.  1 
had  been  already  assured  of  the 
excellence  of  his  work,  of  llie 
comfort  I  should  derive  from  it, 
and  of  the  power  it  possessed  to 
sooth  my  desponding  thoughts.  I, 
therefore,  ojiened  the  hook;  as 
accident  directed,  and  my  eyes 
fell  at  once  upon  these  w'ords, 
BehohU  /  am  here^  my  son  ;  /  comr 
to  you  because,  you  have  called 
upon  me,  1  read  no  more.  The 
instantaneous  impression  which  I 
experienced  is  beyond  all  ex¬ 
pression  ;  and  I  am  as  unable  to 
describe  as  to  forget  it.  I  fell 
with  mv  face  on  the  earth,  and 
bathed  in  tears  ;  while  my  words 
and  my  cries  were  but  half  utter¬ 
ed  from  the  violence  of  mv  sob- 
kings.  At  the  same  time,  1  found 
my  heart  expanding  and  relieved  ; 
but,  at  the  very  same  moment,  as 
if  it  were  ready  to  split.  Indeed, 
I  remember  very  little  of  this 
situation,  but  that  I  wept  long, 

I  and  that  beyond  all  comparison  : 

[  my  heart  never  experienced  such 
violent  and  delicious  emotions, 
and  that  these  w’ords,  Behold  lam 
here^  my  son^  did  not  cease  to  re¬ 
sound,  as  it  were,  tliroiigh  my 
soul,  and  to  arouse  all  the  facul¬ 
ties  of  it.” 

When  M.  de  la  Harpe  was  libe¬ 
rated  from  prison,  his  sole  occu¬ 
pation  was  to  support  the  cause 
which  he  had  so  fervently  em¬ 
braced.  His  Lccoiis  de  Littera- 
turCy  had  been  long  expected. 
The  author,  however,  resolved 
to  make  this  work  subservient  to 
the  interests  of  religion  and  the 
social  principle  :  a  work  whicli 
originally  had  no  other  object 
than  to  teach  the  rudiments  of 
literature  and  of  taste.  Great  as 
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his  predecessors.  Connected  as 
he  had  lon<^  been  with  the  infidel 
writers,  he  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  strong  and  the  weak 
parts  of  their  doctrine  ;  and,  to 
use  his  own  expression,  he  had 
passed  almost  the  whole  of  his 
life  in  the  camp  of  the  enemy. 

All  the  activity  of  his  mind  was 
exerted  in  the  sacred  cause  to 
which  he  had  devoted  himself ; 
nor  did  the  continual  dangers  to 
which  he  wfis  exposed  interrupt 
the  tranquillity  of  his  mind.  He 
has  often  said  that  this  period  of 
proscription  was  the  happiest  of 
his  life.  His  intimate  friends  had 
frequently  seen  him,  when  he 
thought  himself  unobserved  by 
them,  prostrate  on  the  earth,  as 
it  were,  before  God,  and  display¬ 
ing  signs  of  the  most  lively  and 
sincere  repentance.  His  health, 
however,  was  materially  affected 
by  his  confinement ;  and,  after 
his  return  to  public  notice,  he 
gradually  sunk  under  a  complica¬ 
tion  of  disorders.  He  preserved 
his  presence  of  mind  to  the  last ; 
and  when  his  enfeebled  eyes 
could  not  bear  the  light  from 
amidst  the  curtains  which  were 
drawn  around  him,  from  the 
gloom  of  this  anticipated  tomb,  he 
continued  to  converse  with  his 
I  friends  on  the  comforts  he  expe- 
i  rienced  from  religion,  on  the 
i  errors  of  his  life,  and  on  the 
1  mercy  of  his  God.  He  died  Feb. 

I  1 1 ,  1(303,  aged  64. 

I  In  contemplating  a  character 
Religion”  then  occupied  his  mind,  j  like  that  of  Dc  la  Harpe,  we  must 
Without  consulting  the  authors!  make  considerable  allowances  for 
who  had  treated  the  same  sub-|the  circumstances  in  w^hich  it  is 
ject,  he  confined  himself  to  the  |  placed.  The  darkness  of  popery, 
meditation  of  the  sacred  w  ritings,  j  as  to  spiritual  things,  is  surely 
and  drew  from  that  only  source  very  unfavourable  to  a  searcher 
the  arguments  which  he  opposed 

to  the  philosophers,  lie  pos-  ^ 

*  »  '  t  >o.  f\.  ol  the  Litr.'-arv  :  awoi  t 

«essed  an  advantage  unknown  to* of o-reat merit. 


ihe  difficulties  were  w^hich  op¬ 
posed  themselves  to  such  a  de-l 
sign,  M.  de  la  Harpe  was  deter¬ 
mined  to  pursue  it ;  and,  in  spite 
of  the  various  obstacles  he  en¬ 
countered,  and  the  persecutions! 
he  lutfered,  he  finally  succeeded  j 
in  the  execution  of  it.  | 

M.  de  la  Harpe  considered  it  as 
a  dtity  to  proclaim  in  public  those 
truths  which  he  hud  formerly! 
been  so  unfortunate  to  o])[)ose  ; 
and  it  was  wntli  this  view  that  he 
resumed  the  chair  of  the  Lyceum. ! 
The  elTect  produced  by  him  at! 
the  first  sitting  wall  never  be  for-| 
gotten.  The  orator,  in  a  speech  I 
lull  of  energy  and  pathos,  gave  a| 
picture  of  the  national  manners, 
pointed  out  their  causes,  and  in¬ 
spired  the  crow’ded  audience 
with  those  sentiments  of  indigna¬ 
tion  and  regret  which  he  himself 
f^lt.  I 

The  noble  and  pathetic  delive¬ 
ry  of  M.  de  la  Harpe  gave  great 
weight  to  the  principles  which 
he  maintained  ;  and  it  was  re¬ 
marked  with  truth,  that  his  elo¬ 
quence  became  more  perfect 
when  it  was  altogether  conse¬ 
crated  to  the  support  of  such  a 
cause.  It  was  to  be  expected 
that  his  zeal  w’ould  attract,  as  in 
elYect  it  afterward  did,  the  spirit 
of  persecution  ;  and  he  was  tw  ice 
proscribed.  An  order  w'as  issued 
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after  truth  ;  and,  when  no  other 
helps  are  within  reach  but  such 
as  that  communion  affords,  Provi¬ 
dence  may  vouchsafe  to  make  use 
of  such,  however  inferior  they 
may  be  in  their  nature.  But  it 
will  not  escape  the  observation, 
that  M.  de  la  Harpe  had  recourse 
lO  the  Scriptures  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible,  and  confined  himself  to  the 
meditation  of  these  ;  which  is 
certainly  one  favourable  token  of 
change  of  heart  and  mind.  An¬ 
other  proof  that  his  conversion 
was  genuine,  is  to  be  inferred 
from  his  endeavours  to  recover 
those  who  were  lost.  The  man 
who,  notwithstanding  two  pro¬ 
scriptions,  dares  to  profess  his 
belief  in  God,  and  in  Christ,  full 
in  the  face  of  an  execrable  kind 
of  death,  deserves  credit  for  his 
professions,  and  applause  for  his 
zeal.  The  rapidity  of  the  change 
in  him  is  remarkable.  It  bears 
some  analogy  to  that  of  the  well 
known  Col.  Gardiner.  Both  of 
these  converts  describe  the  first 
effect  of  their  new  view  of  things 
as  a  beam  of  heavenly  light  burst¬ 
ing  on  their  astonished  sight ;  and 
in  the  case  of  M.  de  la  Harpe,  the 
instantaneous  impression  derived 
from  “  a  word  in  season,”  may 
fairly  be  produced  as  parallel  to 
those  arrows  of  conviction  de¬ 
rived  from  the  sacred  word, 
which  sometimes  it  pleases  God 
to  fasten  in  the  consciences  of 
sinners  in  a  moment.  That  pros¬ 
tration  and  tears  should  accom¬ 
pany  such  an  incident,  wdll  be 
thought  extremely  natural  by  all 
who  have  experienced  that  deep 
self-abasement  which  is  one  part 
of  real  conversion.  Sobbings, 
cries,  “  groanings  that  cannot  be 
uttered,”  may  well  be  supposed 
to  attend  the  renovation  of  a  heart 
so  uncommonly  depraved  as  this  : 


the  enormity  of  past  guilt,  dis¬ 
played  in  full  view,  cannot  be 
otherwise  than  terrific  to  one  w  ho 
beholds  the  severity  of  the  divine 
justice,  but  is  not  yet  acquainted 
with  the  placidity  of  the  divine 
mercy. 

Lastly,  Let  the  conversion  of 
the  most  obdurate  sinner  never 
be  despaired  of; — if  ordinary 
means  are  ineffectual,  divine 
grace  can  em[)lQy  extraordinary 
occurrences.  He  who  will  not 
hear  in  a  chapel,  shall  be  obliged 
to  hear  in  a  prison  ; — he  who  has 
treated  salvation  lis  despicable, 
when  at  liberty,  shall  be  taught 
the  value  of  it  under  bonds,  as 
Manasseh  was  ;  and  be  induced 
to  long  for  spiritual  deliverance 
much  more  ardently  than  even 
fur  temporal.  As  no  set  of  men 
can  do'  (and  have  done)  so  much 
harm  to  the  unwary  as  men  of 
letters,  so  those  among  them, 
who  feel  the  importance  of  the 
Gospel,  ought  to  promote  it  with 
all  their  might,  that  they  may 
counteract,  as  tar  as  possible,  the 
miseries  which  “  philosophy  and 
literature,  falsely  so  called,”  have 
brought  on  mankind,  even  to  the 
ruin  of  thousands.  Such  was  the 
conviction  of  M.  de  la  Harpe  ; 
and  on  this  conviction  he  acted, 
till  Providence  put  a  period  to  his 
life  and  labours. 

Evang,  Alag, 


The  following  curious  extract  u 
taken  from  the  “  Select  and 
Posthumous  Works  of  the  late 
Mr,  de  la  Harpe,  of  the  French 
Academy,'*'^ 

IT  is  well  known  that  this  re¬ 
markable  man,  at  different  periods 
of  his  life,  held  opinions  diametri¬ 
cally  opposite.  It,,  therefore. 
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j;ould  not  be  supposed  that  he 
would  admit  into  this  compendi¬ 
um,  formed  in  his  latter  da}'s,  any 
of  those  pieces  offensive  to  mo¬ 
rals  and  religion,  which  had  been 
his  glory  in  early  life. 

But  we  acknowledge,  without 
hesitation,  that  the  following  pa¬ 
per  has  appeared  to  us  so  extra¬ 
ordinary  in  its  nature,  and  so 
striking  in  its  contents,  that  we 
have  separated  it,  by  w  ay  of  dis¬ 
tinction,  from  the  other  articles 
contained  in  these  volumes,  and 
have  given  it  an  early  insertion, 
for  the  consideration  and  reflec¬ 
tion  of  our  readers.  The  editor 
makes  no  remarks  on  it,  but  gives! 
it  simply  as  follows. 

“  The  following  very  curious 
note  was  found  among  the  papers 
of  M.  de  la  llarpc,  after  his 
death. 

“  It  appears  to  me  as  if  it  were 
but  yesterday  ;  and  it  was,  never¬ 
theless,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
vear  1788  :  we  were  at  the  table 
of  a  brother  academician,  who 
was  of  the  highest  rank,  and  a 
man  of  talents.  The  company 
was  numerous  and  of  all  kinds  ; 
courtiers,  advocates, literary  men, 
academicians,  See.  We  had  been, 
as  usual,  luxuriously  entertained  ; 
and  at  the  desert,  the  wines  of 
Malvoisie  and  the  Cape,  added 
to  the  natural  gayety  of  good  com¬ 
pany  that  kind  of  social  freedom 
which  sometimes  stretches  be¬ 
yond  the  rigid  decorum  of  it.  In 
short,  we  were  in  a  state  to  allow 
of  any  thing  that  would  produce 
mirth.  Chamfort  had  been  read¬ 
ing  some  of  his  impious  and  liber¬ 
tine  tales,  and  the  tine  ladies  had 
heard  them  without  once  making 
use  of  their  fans.  A  deluge  of 
pleasantries  on  religion  then  suc- 
;  one. 


from  the  Pucelle  d’Orleans  ;  anof- 
ther  recollected  and  applauded 
the  philosophical  distich  of  Dide¬ 
rot, 

Et  des  boyaux  du  dernier  priire^ 
!Serrez  le  cou  du  dernier  roi. 

And  of  the  last  priest's  entrails  form  th** 
string 

Around  the  neck  of  the  last  king. 

A  third  rises,  and  with  a  bum¬ 
per  in  his  hand,  “Yes,  gentle¬ 
men,”  he  exclaims,  “  I  am  as 
sure  that  there  is  no  God,  as  1  am 
certain  that  Homer  is  a  fool.” 
The  conversation  afterward  took 
I  a  more  serious  turn,  and  the  most 
1  ardent  admiration  was  expressed 
!  of  the  revolution  which  V^oltair® 
had  produced ;  and  they  all  agreed 
that  it  formed  the  brightest  ray 
of  his  glory.  “  He  has  given  the 
ton  to  his  age,  and  has  contrived 
to  be  read  in  the  chamber,  as 
well  as  in  the  drawing  room.’* 
One  of  the  compKiny  mentioned, 
and  almost  burst  wuth  laughter  at 
the  circumstance,  that  his  hair¬ 
dresser  had  said  while  he  was 
powdering  him,  “  Look  you,  sir  ; 
though  1  am  nothing  but  a  poor 
journeyman  barber,  I  have  no 
more  religion  than  another  man.” 
It  was  concluded  that  the  revolu¬ 
tion  w’ould  soon  be  consumma¬ 
ted,  and  that  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  superstition  and 
fanaticism  to  give  place  to  philo¬ 
sophy.  The  probability  of  this 
epoch  was  then  calculated,  and 
which  of  the  company  present 
would  live  to  see  the  rei^n  of 
reason.  The  elder  part  of  them 
lamented  that  they  could  not  flat¬ 
ter  themselves  with  the  hope  of 
enjoying  such  a  pleasure  ;  while 
the  younger  part  rejoiced  In  the 
expectation  that  they  should  wit- 
it.  The  academy  was  feU- 
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citated  for  having  prepared  the 
grand  work,  and  being,  at  the 
same  time,  the  strong  hold,  the 
centre  and  the  moving  principle 
of  freedom  of  thought, 

“  There'  was  only  one  of  the 
guests  who  had  not  shared  in  the 
delights  of  this  conversation  ;  he 
had  even  ventured,  in  a  quiet 
way,  to  start  a  few  pleasantries 
on  our  noble  enthusiasm.  It  was 
Cazotte,  an  amiable  man,  of  an 
original  turn  of  mind,  but  unfor¬ 
tunately  infatuated  with  the  reve¬ 
ries  of  the  illuininaii,  lie  re¬ 
newed  the  conversation  in  a  very 
serious  tone,  and  in  the  following 
manner.  “Gentlemen,'’  said  he, 
“  be  satisfied,  you  w  ill  all  see 
this  grand  and  sublime  revolution. 
You  know  that  1  am  something 
of  a  prophet  ;  and  1  repeat  that 
you  will  all  see  it.”  He  was  an- 
s>vered  by  the  common  expres¬ 
sion,  It  is  not  necessary  to  be  a 
great  conjurer  to  foretell  that^ 
“  Agreed  ;  but,  perhaps,  it  may  be 
necessary  to  be  something  more, 
respecting  w  hat  1  am  now'  going 
to  tell  you.  Have  you  any  idea 
of  what  will  result  from  this  revo¬ 
lution  ?  What  will  happen  to 
yourselves,  to  every  one  of  you 
now  present ;  w  hat  will  be  the 
immediate  progress  of  it,  what 
its  certain  efi'ects  and  consequen¬ 
ces  ?  “  Oh,”  said  Condorcet, 

with  his  silly  and  saturnine  laugh, 
“  let  us  know  all  about  it ;  a  phi¬ 
losopher  can  have  no  objection 
to  meet  a  prophet.”  “  You,  M. 
Condorcet,  (said  Ciizotte)  will 
expire  on  the  pavement  of  a  dun¬ 
geon  ;  you  w  ill  die  of  the  poison 

which  YOU  will  have  taken  to  es- 
% 

cape  from  the  hands  of  the  exe¬ 
cutioner  ;  of  poison,  which  the 
happy  slate  of  that'  period  w  ill 
render  it  absolutely  necessary 


that  you  should  carry  about 
you.” 

At  first  there  appeared  a  con¬ 
siderable  degree  of  astonishment ; 
but  it  was  soon  recollected  that 
Cazotte  was  in  the  habit  of  dream¬ 
ing  while  he  was  awake,  and  the 
laugh  was  as  loud  as  ever.  “  M. 
Cazotte,  the  tale  which  you  have 
just  told  is  not  so  pleasant  asyoiir 
Diable  umourevx,  Ihit  w  hat  de¬ 
vil  has  put  this  dungeon,  this  poi¬ 
son,  and  these  hangmen  in  your 
head  ?  \N  hat  can  these  things 
have  in  common  with  philosophy 
and  the  reign  of  reason  /"''*  “  That 
is  precisely  w'hat  I  am  telling  you. 
It  will  be  in  the  name  of  philoso¬ 
phy,  of  humanity,  and  of  liberty  ; 
it  will  be  under  the  reign  of  rea¬ 
son,  that  what  1  have  foretold 
will  happen  to  you.  It  will  then 
indeed' be  the  reign  of  reason  : 
for  she  w  ill  have  temples  erected 
to  her  honour.  Nay,  throughout 
France,  there  will  be  no  other 
jilaces  of  public  worship  but  the 
temples  of  reason.”  “  In  faith,” 
said  Chamfort,  with  one  of  his 
sarcastic  smiles,  “  you  will  not 
however  be  an  officiating  priest 
in  any  of  these  temples.”  “  J 
hope  not;  but  you,  Mr.  Cham¬ 
fort,  you  will  be  well  worthy  of 
tliat  distinction  ;  for  you  will  rut 
yourself  across  the  veins  with 
twxntv-two  strokes  of  a  razor, 
and  will,  nevertheless,  survive 
the  attempt  for  some  months.’* 
They  all  looked  at  him  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  laugh.  “  You,  M.  \  ice 
d’Azyr,  you  will  not  open  your 
veins  yourself,  but  you  will  ordei* 
them  to  be  opened  six  times  in 
one  day  during  a  paroxysm  oi 
the  gout,  in  older  that  you  may 
not  fiiil  in  your  purpose,  and  you 
will  die  during  the  night.  As  for 
you,  M.  de  Nicolai,  you  will  die 
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on  the  sraftbld  ;  and  so,  M.  Bail- 
iy,  will  you  ;  and  so  will  yoju, 
M.  Maleshcrbes.”  “  Oh  hea¬ 
vens,”  said  Roucher,  “  it  ap- 
])ears  that  his  vengeance  i«  level¬ 
led  solely  against  the  academy  : 
lie  has  just  made  a  most  horrible 
execution  of  the  whole  of  it  ;  now 
tell  me  my  fate  in  the  name  of 
mercy  ?”  “  You  will  die  also 

upon  the  scaffold.”  “  Oh  1”  it  was 
universally  exclaimed,  “  he  has 
sw  orn  to  exterminate  all  of  us.” 

“  No,  it  is  not  me  w  ho  has  sworn 
it.”  Are  we  then  to  be  subjuga¬ 
ted  by  Turks  and  Tartars  ?”  “  By 
no  means  ;  1  have  already  told 

you,  that  you  wall  then  be  govern¬ 
ed  by  reason  and  philosophy 
alone.  Those  who  will  treat 
you  iis  I  have  described,  will  all 
of  them  be  philosophers  ;  w  ill  be 
continually  uttering  the  same 
phrases  that  you  have  been  re¬ 
peating  for  the  last  hour,  will  de¬ 
liver  all  your  maxims,  and  will 
(piote  you  as  you  have  done  Di¬ 
derot  and  the  Pucelle.”  “  Oh,” 
it  was  whispered,  “  the  man  is 
out  of  his  senses  ;”  for  during  the 
whole  of  the  conversation  his 
features  never  underwent  the 
least  change.  “Oh  no,”  said 
another,  “  you  must  perceive  that 
he  is  laughing  at  us  ;  for  he  al¬ 
ways  blends  the  marvellous  with 
his  pleasantries.”  “  Ves,”  an¬ 
swered  Chamfort,  the  marvel¬ 
lous  with  him  is  never  enlivened 
with  gayety.  fie  always  looks 
as  if  he  were  going  to  be  hanged. 
Hut  when  will  all  this  happen 
“  Six  years  will  not  have  p;\ssed 
away,  before  all  which  I  have 
told  you  shall  be  accomj)lished.” 

“  Here,  indeed,  is  plenty  of 
miracles,”  it  was  myself,  says  M. 
do  la  Harpe,  who  now  spoke, 
and  you  set  me  dow  n  for  no¬ 


thing.”  “  You  will  yourself  be 
a  miracle  as  extraordinary  as  any 
which  I  have  told.  You  will 
then  be  a  Christian.” 

Loud  exclamations  immediately 
followed.  “  Ah,”  replied  Cham¬ 
fort,  “  all  my  fears  are  removed  : 
for  if  we  are  not  doomed  to  nerish 
till  La  Harpe  becomes  a  Chris¬ 
tian,  we  shall  be  immortal.” 

“As  for  us  women,”  said  the 
dutchess  de  Grammont,  “  it  is 
very  fortunate  that  we  are  con¬ 
sidered  as  nothing  in  these  revo¬ 
lutions.  Not  that  we  are  totally 
discharged  fioin  all  concern  in 
them  ;  but  it  is  understood  that  in 
such  cases  we  are  to  be  left  to 
ourselves.  Our  sex” — “  Your 
sex,  ladies,  will  be  no  guarantee 
to  you  in  these  times.  It  will 
make  no  ditference  whatever, 
whether  you  interfere  or  not. 
You  will  be  treated  precisely  as 
men  ;  no  distinction  will  be  made 
between  you.”  “But  what  does 
all  this  mean,  M.  Cazotte  ?  Y  ou 
are  surely  preaching  to  us  about 
the  end  of  the  world.”  “  I 
know  no  more  of  that,  my  lady 
dutchess,  than  yourself :  but  this 
I  know’,  that  vou  will  he  conduct- 
ed  to  the  scaffold,  w  ith  several 
other  ladies  along  with  you,  in 
the  cart  of  the  executioner,  and 
with  your  hands  tied  behind  you.” 
“  1  hope,  sir,  that  in  such  a  case 
1  shall  be  allowed  at  least  a  coach 
hung  with  black.”  “  No,  ma¬ 
dam,  you  will  not  have  that  in¬ 
dulgence  ;  ladies  of  higher  rank 
than  you  will  be  drawn  in  a  cart 
as  you  w  ill  be  ;  with  their  hands 
tied  as  yours  will  he,  and  to  the 
same  fate  as  that  to  which  you 
are  destined.”  “  Ladies  of  high- 
er  rank  than  myself  ?  What^ 
])rir.cesses  of  the  blood  ;”  “Great¬ 
er  still.” 
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Here  there  was  a  very  sensi¬ 
ble  emotion  throughout  the  com¬ 
pany,  and  the  countenance  of  the 
master  of  the  mansion  wore  a 
very  grave  and  solemn  aspect :  it 
was,  indeed,  very  generally  ob¬ 
served,  that  this  pleasantry  was 
carried  rather  too  far.  Madame 
de  Grammont,  in  order  to  dis¬ 
perse  the  cloud  that  seemed  to 
be  approaching,  made  no  reply 
to  his  last  answer,  but  contented 
herself  with  saying  with  an  air 
of  gaycty,  “  You  see,  he  u'lll  not 
even  leave  vie  a  confessor.  “  No, 
madam,  that  consolation  will  be 
denied  to  all  of  you.  The  last 
person  led  to  the  scaffold  who 
will  be  allowed  a  confessor  as  the 

greatest  of  favours,  wall  be - .” 

Here  he  paused  for  a  moment. 
“  And  who  then  is  the  happy 
mortal  w  ho  will  he  allow  ed  to  en¬ 
joy  this  prerogative  ?"  “It  is 
the  only  one  which  will  be  left 
to  him  ;  it  will  be — the  king  of 
France.” 

The  master  of  the  house  now' 
rose  in  haste,  and  his  company 
were  all  acttiated  by  the  same 
impulse.  He  then  advanced  to¬ 
wards  M.  Cazotte,  and  said  to  him 
in  an  affecting  and  impressive 
tone  “  My  dear  M.  Cazotte,  we 
have  had  enough  of  these  melan 
choly  conceits.  You  carry  it  too 
far  ;  even  to  the  compromising 
the  company  with  w^hom  you  are  ; 
and  yourself  along  with  them.’' 
Cazotte  made  no  answer,  and  was 
preparing  to  retire  ;  when  ma- 
dame  de  Grammont,  who  wished 
if  possible  to  do  away  all  serious 
impressions,  and  to  restore  some 
kind  of  g'ayety  among  them,  ad¬ 
vanced  towards  him  and  said, 

“  My  good  prophet,  you  have 
been  so  kind  as  to  tell  us  all  our 
fortunes,  but  vou  have  not  men¬ 


tioned  any  thing  respecting  your 
own.”  After  a  few  minutes  of 
silence,  with  his  eyes  fixed  on  the 
ground,  “  Madam,”  he  replied, 
“  have  you  read  the  siege  of  Je¬ 
rusalem,  as  related  by  Josephus  ?*’ 
“To  be  sure  1  have,  and  who  has 
not  ?  but  you  may  suppose,  if 
you  please,  that  I  know  nothing 
about  it.”  “  Then  you  must 
know,  madam,  that  during  the 
siege  of  Jerusalem,  a  man  for 
seven  successive  davs  went  round 
the  ramparts  of  that  city,  in  the 
sight  of  the  besiegers  and  the 
besieged,  crying  incessantly,  in  a 
loud  and  inauspicious  voice,  JVo 
to  Jerusalem  !  and,  on  the  seventh 
day  he  cried,  fYo  to  Jerusalem 
and  to  myself !  At  that  very  mo¬ 
ment  an  enormous  stone,  thrown 
by  the  machines  of  the  enemy, 
dashed  him  to  pieces.” 

M.  (/’azotte  then  made  his  Ifow 
and  retired. 


MKMOIR  OF  KEBFX'CA  M.  COIT. 

REBKCCA  M.  COIT,  the 
youngest  daughter  of  Mr.  Elisha 
Coit  of  this  city,  was  born  Au¬ 
gust  21,  1808.  Her  natural  dis¬ 
position  was  amiable  ;  and  her 
mind,  as  it  unfolded  itself',  disco¬ 
vered  no  ordinary  capacity.  Both 
were  cultivated  by  the  instruc¬ 
tion  which  she  received  at  home 
and  in  school.  Her  parents,  be¬ 
ing  followers  of  Christ,  taught 
her  to  remember  her  Creator 
and  Saviour  in  the  days  of  her 
youth.  Her  teachers,  w  hilst  they 
instructed  her  in  the  rudiments 
of  knowledge,  enforced  the  pre¬ 
cepts  which  she  received  from 
I  parental  piety.  Her  dutiful  be- 
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iiaviour  at  all  time*,  and  the  pro-  ! 
o-ress  which  she  made  in  her  stu-  ; 
dies,  endeared  her  to  her  teach¬ 
ers,  and  gave  to  her  parents  a 
pleasing  prospect  of  her  future 
character  and  conduct.  Though, 
like  all  children,  fond  of  play,  yet 
she  never  sacriticed  any  opportu¬ 
nity  of  improv  ing  her  mind.  The 
Shorter  Catechism,  the  Psalms 
and  Hymns  of  Dobell,  and  others, 
with  her  Bible,  were  her  favour¬ 
ite  hooks,  to  which  she  paid  most 
of  her  attention.  At  the  earlv 
-age  of  four  years  she  was  able  to 
read  the  Bible,  and  commenced 
committing  to  memory  portions 
of  it,  as  also  of  the  Catechism, 
anti  the  collections  of  Psalms  and 
Hymns  which  were  put  in  her 
hands.  It  was  evident  that  her 
study  of  these  books  was  volun¬ 
tary — a  matter  of  choice,  not  of 
constraint.  Before  her  deatli 
she  could  repeat  accurately  all 
the  answers  in  the  Catechism, 
with  nearly  all  the  ])roofs  quoted 
in  support  of  them,  as  also  a  num¬ 
ber  of  chapters^  both  in  the  Old 
and  New  Testaments,  together 
with  many  psalms  and  hymns. ! 
Nay,  more,  she  had  gone  through, 
in  the  course  of  her  daily  read¬ 
ing,  Scott’s  Family  Bible,  with 
the  Notes,  nearly  to  the  70th 
psalm.  The  knowledge  which 
she  thus  acquired  she  cheerfully 
communicated  to  the  servants  in 
her  father’s  family,  taking  upon 
herself  the  task  of  teaching  them 
the  Catechism.  In  this  work 
she  engaged  of  her  own  accord, 
thus  spending  her  leisure  time  in 
doing  good  to  others,  rather  than 
in  play.  Her  parents  did  not 
perceive  in  her  any  special  seri- 
o\isness  or  concern  for  her  soul. 
In  her  sixth  year  she  was  indeed 
frequently  found  weeping  after 
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her,  expressing  her  desire  that  he  | 
would  pray  h)r  her.  | 

On  AVednesday  morning,  her 
brolher-in-law  observing  her 
much  afflicted,  inquired  after  the 
cause  of  her  distress.  “  Oh,  I 
am  such  a  sinner,”  was  the  re¬ 
ply.  In  the  course  of  this  morn¬ 
ing  her  pastor  visited  her,  and 
conversed  with  her  as  much  as 
her  weakness  would  permit.  His 
remarks  w^ere  adapted  to  her 
years  and  situation.  She  was  re¬ 
minded  of  the  w  illingness  of  God 
to  save  the  young  as  w^ell  as  the 
aged,  and  of  the  compassionate 
attention  of  Christ  to  little  child¬ 
ren.  As  her  physician  had  di¬ 
rected  her  to  be  kept  quiet,  the 
interview  w  as  short.  Being  asked 
by  him,  What  do  you  w  ish  me  to 
pray  for  ?  she  answered  prompt¬ 
ly,  “  that  my  sins  may  be  for¬ 
given.”  In  the  evening  of  this 
day,  with  much  anxiety,  she  asked 
of  her  brother-in-law’,  “  Do  you 
think  that  God  will  pardon  my 
sins  ?”  She  w  as  directed  by  him, 
in  reply,  to  the  blood  of  Christ, 
which  cleanseth  from  all  sin. 
Afterward  she  said,  ‘‘  I  want  to 
go  :  I  love  to  be  w  here  Jesus  is.” 
In  the  night  she  exclaimed,  “  Je¬ 
sus  has  washed  me  in  the  blood 
of  the  Lamb.” 

On  Thursday  morning  she  ad¬ 
dressed  her  brother-in-hc.v  in 
these  words  :  Brother,  God  has 
heard  my  prayer  and  pardoned 
rny  sins.”  Being  asked,  flacl  you 
rather  die  or  live  ?  she  answ  cred, 
‘‘  1  would  rather  die.”  ^Vhy  ? 
said  her  brother-in-law  ; — 3Iy  ] 
dear,  speak  just  as  you  feel.  If] 
I  live”  said  she,  ‘‘  I  shall  ahvays 
be  a  sinner  — but  added,  quoting 
the  words  of  the  apostle  as  ex¬ 
pressive  of  her  ow'ii  feelings  ; — 
“  Whether  1  live  may  I  live  unto 


the  Lord,  and  whether  I  die  may 
I  die  unto  the  Lord  :  whether  I 
live,  therefore,  or  die,  may  I  be 
the  Lord’s.”  After  a  short  pause, 
she  broke  forth  in  the  exhorta¬ 
tion  of  the  prophet  to  those  w  ho 
were  around  her — “  Seek  ye  the 
Lord  while  he  may  he  found  ; 
call  ye  upon  him  while  he  is 
near.” — “  Do  you  think  that  you 
shall  go  to  heaven  ?”  “Yes,  if 
Jesus  gives  me  a  new  heart.” 
After  thii  she  seemed  engaged  in 
prayer  for  some  time,  and  then 
repeated  those  w'ell-know  n  lines  : 

Jesus  can  make  a  dying  bed 
Feel  soft  as  dowmy  pillows  are, 

While  on  his  breast  I  lean  my  head. 

And  breathe  my  life  out  sweetly  there. 

After  a  pause  she  exclaimed, 
j“  Lord,  take  me  to  thyself,  that 
where  thou  art,  there  I  mav  bo 
also”— 

“  Jesus,  lover  of  niy  soul, 

“  Let  rue  to  ihy  bosom  fly.’* — 

“Jesus  supports  me  whilst  he  al- 
flicts  me  :  Jesus  is  my  portion  and 
my  all.”  Sometime  after,  she  re¬ 
peated  Christ's  w  ords:  “  SulTer  lit¬ 
tle  children  to  come  unto  me,  and 
forbid  them  not,  for  of  such  is  the 
kingdom  oflicaven;”  adding,  “  J 
w’ant  to  go  to  Jesus  that  I  may 
pray  to  him  ;  Jesus  is  my  all  ; 
I  put  all  my  dependence  on  Je¬ 
sus.”  To  her  sisters,  who  w  on* 
in  the  room,  and  supposed  her 
asleep, she  unexpectedly  address¬ 
ed  herself — “  Oh,  sisters,  ])ut 
your  trust  in  Jesus  :  care  not  for 
'the  world,  nor  the  things  of  the 
world  :  they  are  all  vain  toys  ; 
don’t  put  it  oil’ to  a  sick  bed,  as  1 
have  done  :  it  will  then  be  a  hard 
case.”  In  the  evening,  being 
asked  if  she  felt  able  to  atttmd 
whilst  prayer  wa«  oftered  uj),  she 


ial(l‘‘Yes.”  ‘  What  shall  we  pray  dying  bed,'  ^c.  Jesus  take  me 
for  ?’  That  God  would  for-  to  thvself.”  She  w^as  soon  after 
give  my  sins;  and  if  it  be  his  holy  seized  with  a  violent  spasm,  so 
will  to  restore  me  to  health,  that  that  she  appeared  to  be  dying, 
I  may  live  in  his  fear  all  the  days  and  the  family  were  called  to- 
of  my  life  ;  if  it  be  his  will  to  gether  to  take  their  leave  of  her. 
take  me  hence,  that  he  w  ould  When  a  little  recovered,  she  said, 
take  me  to  himself.”  After  pray-  “1  see  Jesus  holding  a  crown  ; 
er  she  said,  “  Don't  weep  for  me  :  he  has  washed  me  in  his  blood.” 
it  is  God’s  will  ;  all  is  peace.  To  the  question  of  her  brother- 
— Wlien  I  depart  from  hence  I  in-law,  How  are  you  ?  She  an- 
hope  soon  to  be  with  God  ;  I  swered,  “  Happy  1  Jesus  is  my 
care  not  for  the  world  ;  1  want  all.”  Her  brothers  and  sisters^ 
to  kiss  you  all ;  Jesus,  take  me  she  exhorted,  saying,  “  Trust  in 
to  thine  arms  ;  I  commend  you  the  Lord  Jesus  :  make  him  your 
all  to  God  ;  he  is  a  kind  and  faith-  all  ;  do  not  put  it  off  to  a  death¬ 
ful  friend.  I  hope  1  shall  soon  be  bed.  1  hope  I  shall  meet  all  my 
in  a  better  w  orld.”  To  her  mo-  friends  at  the  right  hand  of  God. 
ther  she  said  I  commend  you  Oh,  it  would  grieve  me  very 
to  the  Lord  ;  he  will  take  care  much,  at  the  last  day,  to  hear  the 
of  you.  1  w  ant  to  say  more,  but  Lord  say  to  any  of  my  friends, 
I  cannot,  .lesus,  wash  me  in  the  Depart.  Lord  Jesus,  take  me  to 
blood  of  the  Lamb.”  In  the  night,  thyself.”  J'he  above  exhorta- 
beins:  asked  if  she  had  ever  tion  to  her  brothers  and  sisters 
thought  of  these  things  before,  she  sent  as  a  dying  message  from 
she  replied  ‘“No:  Oh  that  1  had  her  to  all  her  friends.  To  the  in¬ 
thought  of  these  things  w  hilst  in  quiry,  Why  do  you  wish  the  Lord 
health,  and  not  put  it  off  to  a  death  Jesus  to  take  you  to  himself? 
bed.  I  would  w^arn  every  body  she  replied,  ‘‘  liecause,  if  1  were 
not  to  do  as  I  have  done  ;  it  will  to  go  to  hell  w  hat  should  1  do  ? 
then  be  a  hard  case.”  On  being  I  would  be  miserable  forever  — 
reminded  of  the  blessedness  of  immediately  adding,  “  Seek  ye 
being  brought,  though  late,  to  the  Lord  while  he  may  be  found  ; 
know  the  things  that  belonged  to  call  upon  him  whilst  he  is  near  : 
her  peace,  she  answered,  “  Oh,  let  the  w  icked  forsake  his  way  % 
yes.  I  have  had  kind  parents  to  and  the  unrighteous  man  his 
teach  me  ;  if  1  had  not,  1  might  thoughts,  and  let  him  return  unto 
iiow^  be  in  hell.  Some  poor  child-  Lord,  and  he  w  ill  have  mercy  on 
ren  never  have  seen  a  Bible.”  him,  and  to  our  God,  for  he  will 
After  a  little  while  she  again  re-  abundantly  pardon.”  She  de- 
pcated  Christ’s  words — “Suffer  dared  that  Christ  appeared  love- 
little  children,”  ^c.  together  ly  to  her  at  this  time.  Having 
w  ith  “  Kemember  now  thy  Cre-  kissed  her  father,  and  mother, 
ator,  in  the  days  of  thy  youth,  and  sisters,  she  said  to  a  little 
before  the  evil  days  draw  nigh,  servant  girl  in  the  family,  “Be 
and  the  years  in  the  which  thou  good  child  ;  love  Jesus.”  To 
shalt  say,  I  have  no.pleasure  in  another,  “  Be  prepiired — love 
them” — “  If  1  live  I  hope  1  shall  Jesus,  and  pray  to  him.” 
serve  liim.  ‘Jesus  can  make  a  On  Friday  morning,  to  the 
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question  of  her  mother,  “  how  do 
you  feel  now?  she  answered, 
“  perfect!}  happy.  I  would  not 
part  with  Jesus  for  all  the  riches 
of  this  w  orld.  Oh  that  you  might 
all  be  like  Mary  in  the  Scriptures,! 
who  chose  that  good  part  which! 
shall  never  be  taken  aw^ay.”  To 
her  brother-in-hnv,  who  asked 
her  w  hat  was  her  request  in  the  j 
prayer  he  was  about  offering  up, 
she  Said,  “  If  1  die  that  Christ 
would  take  me  to  himself ;  but  if 
I  live  that  I  may  live  unto  the 
Lord  :  and  if  I  die  that  I  may  die 
unto  the  Lord  ;  so  that  w^hether 
I  live  or  die  I  may  be  the  Lord’s.” 
At  noon  she  had  a  faint  turn.  On 
recovering  she  asked  her  brother- 
in-law^  to  pray  with  her,  “  that 
her  sins  might  be  forgiven,  and 
if  consistent  wuth  God’s  holy 
will  to  restore  her  to  health,  she 
might  spend  the  rest  of  her  days 
in  his  fear:  but  above  all,  that' 
God  w’ould  enable  her  from  the  I 
heart  to  say,  “  thy  w  ill  be  done.”! 
On  parting  wuth  her  cousins,  | 
during  the  course  of  this  evening, 
she  said  to  one  of  them,  “  do  not 
put  off  thinking  of  death  to  a  death 
bed  as  I  have  done  ;  it  may  then 
be  a  hard  case.”  To  another, 
“  1  am  going  to  a  better  world  ; 
we  part  here  ;  I  hope  to  meet 
you  again.” 

On  Saturday  morning,  to  her 
father’s  question,  how  do  you 
feel  ?  she  answered,  “  perfectly 
happy.”  “  Why  do  you  feel 
so  ?”  “  Because  1  trust  that  I 

am  going  to  Jesus.  You  are  w  ill- 
ing  to  part  with  me  ;  are  you 
not  ?”  I  am  going  to  depart,  and 
to  be  with  Christ.”  Shortly  after, 
as  if  in  an  ecstacy  she  exclaimed, 
“  See,  see  Jesus  with  a  crown.” 
During  the  morning  her  pastor 
visited  and  conversed  with  her. 


Among  other  questions  he  asked 
her,  “  wmuld  you  wish  your  pre¬ 
sent  condition  to  be  changed  ?” 
“  Not  unless  it  be  the  Lord's 
will.”  “  What,  would  you  not  ra¬ 
ther  -be  delivered  from  your 
present  sickness  and  the  reme¬ 
dies  you  are  compelled  to  use  for 
your  relief?”  Not  unless  it  be 
the  Lord’s  will.  “  Have  you 
then  no  choice  of  your  own  ?’^ 
“  No.”  “  Is  God's  will  your  wall  ?” 
“  Yes.”  “  Would  you  rather  live 
than  die?”  “  I  would  rather  die.” 
“  Why  ?”  “  Because  if  1  live  1 
shall  alw^ays  be  a  sinner.”  During 
this  day,  w  hen  she  was  thought 
to  be  dying,  she  said  to  her  bro- 
ther-in-law',  “  Pray  that  Jesus 
would  take  me  to  himself.”  After¬ 
wards,  she  bore  her  testimony  to 
the  loveliness  of  Jesus,  and  de¬ 
clared  that  she  w  as  perfectly  hap¬ 
py.  Her  sister  repeated,  at  a 
time  when  she  w^as  considered 
speechless,  “  Oh  death  w  here  is 
thy  sting  ?”  She  immediately  re¬ 
sponded,  “  Oh  grav'e  where  is 
thy  victory  ?”  and  turning  to  her 
father  asked,  “  Father,  cannot  you 
give  me  up  to  Jesus  ?  he  is  my 
all.” 

On  the  Lord’s  day  morning, 
her  request  in  the  prayers  of  the 
Churcii  was,  “  that  God’s  will 
might  be  done.”  In  the  course 
of  the  day  it  was  observed  to  her, 
“  vou  are  verv  weak,  but  God 
can  give  you  strength.”  She 
clasped  her  hands,  raised  her 
eyes  to  heaven,  and  said,  “  Lord, 
1  believe,  help  mine  unbelief.” 

On  Monday,  being  asked,  “  Is 
Jesus  still  precious  to  you  ?” 
“  Yes.”  “  Do  you  think  much  of 
him  ?”  “  Oh,  yes,  he  is  my  all.” 

On  Tuesday  she  appeared  so 
much  better,  that  hopes  were 
cherished  of  her  recovery.  Ln- 
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<ier  the  influence  of  these  hopes, 
it  was  remarked  to  her,  “  the 
Lord  seems  to  bless  the  means, 
and  we  hope  that  you  will  be 
restored  to  us.  Do  you  wish  to 
live  ?  “  Yes,  if  it  is  the  Lord’s 
will  ;  but  1  desire  to  have  no  will 
of  my  own.”  After  this  she  had 
a  relapse,  and  continued  to  grow 
worse  on  Wednesday,  Thursday, 
and  Friday. 

On  Saturday  morning,  she 
roused,  and  was  perfectly  col¬ 
lected,  signifying  that  she  knew 
the  members  of  the  family,  and 
took  an  affectionate  farewell  of 
them.  Her  brother-in-law  asked 
her,  “  whether  Jesus  was  still 
precious  to  her?  Whether  she 
felt  that  she  was  going  to  be  with 
him  ?  w  hether  she  felt  that  far 
better  than  to  remain  here  ?” 
To  each  of  these  questions  she 
answered  in  the  aflirmative,  by 
bow  ing  her  head  and  pressing  the 
hand  wdiich  she  held.  He  then 
said,  “  you  love  us  all  very 
much  ?”  she  bowled  her  head. 
But  he  added,  “  you  love  Jesus 
better  ?”  She  bowed  her  head 
with  a  force  which  could  only  be 
understood  by  those  wdio  wit¬ 
nessed  it. 

In  this  sweet  and  happy  frame 
of  mind  did  this  child  continue, 
answ  ering  in  the  most  satisfictory 
manner  the  questions  which  were 
put  to  her,  even  after  she  was 
\mable  to  articulate,  until  the 
night  of  December  19,  1818, 

at  half  past  1 1  o’clock,  when 
without  a  struggle  or  groan,  she 
entered  into  the  rest  which  re- 
maineth  for  the  people  of  God. 

During  the  whole  course  of 
her  illness  she  never  expressed  a 
w’ish  to  recover — nor  the  least 
fear  of  death.  When  she  parted 
for  ever  with  her  friends  she  ne- 


ver  shed  a  tear,  and  her  counte¬ 
nance  expressed  the  most  per¬ 
fect  calmness  and  composure. 

The  above  narrative  naturally 
suggests  to  every  reader  the  fol¬ 
lowing  practical  truths. 

1.  God  can  and  does  out  of  the 
mouth  of  babes  and  sucklings, 
perfect  praise.  To  whaf  cause  but 
the  power  of  his  grace  alone  can 
we  ascribe  the  view^s,  feelings,  and 
conduct  of  this  child  ?  After  all 
that  can  be  said  about  the  inno¬ 
cence  of  childhood,  the  word  of 
God  assures  us,  “  that  foolishness 
is  hound  up  in  the  heart  of  a 
child,”  and  daily  experience  in- 
contestibly  proves,  that  the  great 
majority  of  children  are  perverse 
as  well  as  thoughtless  in  their 
conduct.  What  anguish  of  spirit, 
do  multitudes  of  them  produce  in 
the  bosoms  of  their  parents  by 
their  indolence — their  inordinate 
love  of  play — their  reluctance  to 
study — tlieir  fretfulness  and  sul¬ 
lenness — under  affectionate  re¬ 
straint,  and  their  actual  disobedi¬ 
ence.  How  many  of  them  are 
utterly  regardless  of  God — deaf 
to  the  voice  of  religious  instruc¬ 
tion-careless  about  the  salvation 
of  their  souls,  and  averse  to  the 
ordinances  of  divine  worship. 
But  unlike  the  majority  of  those 
of  her  own  age,  this  child  de¬ 
lighted  in  pleasing  her  parente  in 
all  matters  which  they  deemed 
important,  and,  at  last,  to  their 
unspeakable  happiness,  embraced 
the  Lord  Jesus  as  her  Saviour. 
Who  made  her  to  differ  ?  None 
but  God,  by  his  restraining  grace 
kept  her  from  the  common  sins 
of  childhood.  And  none  but  He, 
by  his  saving  grace,  enabled  her 
to  bear  with  entire  submission 
the  sickness  of  the  body,  and  to 
depart  in  the  hope  and  triumph 
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of  the  Gospel.  1'hoiigh  she  had, ! 
whilst  in  hcidth,  often  wept,  be¬ 
cause  she  thought  herself  a 
wicked  child  ;  yet,  from  her  own 
confession,  she  did  not  then  know 
experimentally,  her  own  sinful 
state  by  nature.  This  knowledge 
God  alone,  by  his  Holy  Spirit,  can 
impart  to  such  a  child  :  and  she 
was  aware  of  the  difi'erence  be¬ 
tween  it  and  the  mere  convic¬ 
tion  she  had  before  experienced. 
During  the  whole  course  of  her 
sickness  she  displayed  nothing  of 
that  peevishness,  or  disposition  to 
complain,  so  common  to  children 
when  they  suffer  bodilv  pains — 
but  on  the  contrary,  seemed  to 
forget  her  body  altogether,  and 
only  attend  to  the  concerns  of 
her  soul.  She  submitted  to  the 
painful  remedies  prescribed  for 
her  recovery  without  a  shrink 
or  a  murmur.  Her  answers  to 
the  (juestions  proposed,  and  ex¬ 
hortations  to  those  around  her, 
evidently  could  not  be  the  result 
of  education  alone — for  they  dis¬ 
cover  a  maturity  of  understand¬ 
ing  above  her  years,  and  that  un¬ 
derstanding  exerting  its  pow  ers  on 
subjects  directly  opposed  to  “  the 
foolishness”  of  the  childish  heart. 
Though,  in  such  expressions  as 
“  Jesus  w’ashing  her  in  the  blood 
of  the  Lamb,”  there  is  evidence 
of  incorrect  language,  yet  in  the 
connexion  in  which  the  quota¬ 
tions  of  Scripture  were  made  by 
her,  there  is  a  striking  correct¬ 
ness  of  judgment.  And  the  whole 
of  her  observations  can  have 
originated  only  in  a  mind  enlight¬ 
ened  and  directed  by.  the  Spirit 
of  God.  Slie  was  perfectly  ra¬ 
tional,  exempt  from  delirium, 
excepting  on  the  Tuesday  pre¬ 
vious  to  her  dcMh,  when  she 
talked  much  and  incoherently — 


after  which  she  was  in  a  slupoi 
the  most  part  of  the  time  until  her 
death.  Even  when  she  was  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  dying,  and  was  taking 
leave  of  the  family,  she  observed 
the  absence  of  the  little  servant 
girl,  and  inquired  for  her,  wish¬ 
ing  her  to  come  to  the  bed  side, 
that  she  might  take  her  hand, 
and  hid  her  firew'ell. 

2.  Young  children  are,  in  this 
case,  taught  the  important  truth 
that  their  youth  does  not  in¬ 
capacitate  them  from  attend¬ 
ing  to  the  eternal  interests  of 
their  souls.  They  are  in  the 
habit  of  tliinking,  and  their  pa¬ 
rents  too  generally  in  the  habit  of 
encouraging  in  them  the  opinion, 
tliat  they  are  innocent — not  sin- 
j  ners  ;  and  therefore  religion  is 
I  not  only  unnecessary  for  lliem, 

I  but  injurious  to  their  present 
happiness.  Whoever  questions 
the  truth  of  this  remark,  need 
only  examine  the  views  and  feel¬ 
ings  of  a  great  majority  of  chil¬ 
dren,  and  the  svstem  of  educa- 
tion  adopted  by  their  parents. 
Among  the  professed  followers  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  he  w  ill  find  con¬ 
firmation  on  this  subject  enough 
to  make  him  doubt  eitlier  the 
reality  of  religion,  or  the  sinceri¬ 
ty  of  their  profession.  Though 
children  are  considered  capable 
of  studying  and  improving  in 
knowledge  that  merely  relates 
to  this  life — that  knowledge  w  liich 
relates  to  the  life  to  come  is  ne¬ 
glected  as  too  high  for  them,  and 
they  are  left  to  grow'  up  ignorant 
of  God  and  his  salvation.  Here, 
however,  we  have  an  example, 
wdiich  incontrovertibly  proves 
the  capacity  of  young  children  to 
receive  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus  ; 
and  no  process  of  reasoning  can 
afford  a  sufficient  apology  for 
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The  exhortation  which  God  ad¬ 
dressed  to  them  is,  “  Remember 
now  thy  Creator  in  the  days  of  thy 
youth.”  “  Those  that  seek  me  ear¬ 
ly,”  promises  the  wisdom  of  God, 
“  shall  find  me.”  And  in  the  days 
of  his  incarneition  the  Redeemer 
said,  “Suffer  little  children,  and 
forbid  them  not,  to  come  unto 
me,  for  of  such  is  the  kingdom 
of  God.”  The  duty  of  children 
then,  is  to  embrace  the  Lord 

'  I 

Jesus,  who  stands  ready  to  re¬ 
ceive  them  as  well  as  their  pa¬ 
rents.  Their  youth  will  not 
exempt  them  from  his  displeasure 
and  indignation,  if  they  reject  his 
grace  ;  and  parents,  who  neglect  to 
bring  their  offspring  to  Christ, 
now  in  the  day  of  grace,  will  lind, 
to  their  unutterable  dismay,  that 
the  blood  of  their  offspring  is  in 
their  skirts,  in  the  day  of  judg¬ 
ment.  It  is  a  solemn,  irrefraga¬ 
ble,  and  everlasting  truth,  that 
parents  are  responsible  for  the 
souls  of  their  children ;  and 
therefore  they  are  bound  to  do 
all  they  can  for  their  salvation, 
to  escape  condemnation  in  the 
day  of  the  Lord.  All  the  care 
which  has  been  taken  for  their 
temporal  comfort  and  respecta¬ 
bility,  will  avail  nothing  towards 
their  eternal  happiness.  Oh, 
thcit  all  parents  were  wise  to  train 
up  their  children  in  the  fear  ol 
the  Lord  ;  and  that  all  children 
would  give  their  hearts  unto  him 
who  took  such  like  them  in  his 
arms  and  blessed  them. 

3.  Pious  parents  have  encou¬ 
ragement  to  persevere  in  their 
care  for  the  souls  of  their  child¬ 
ren.  No  fruits  unto  eternal  life, 
of  the  instruction  given  and  ex¬ 
ample  afforded  to  this  child  by 
her  Father  and  mother,  appeared 
for  a  long  time.  Year  after  year 
was  gone,  and  though  she  was 
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affectionate  and  dutiful — indeed 
all  that  could  be  desired  from  a 
child  of  her  years,  so  far  as  time 
is  concerned — vet,  to  human 
judgment,  she  was  without  God, 
and  therefore  without  hope.  Her 
parents  sent  her  to  such  schools 
I  as  they  approved  :  schools  w  here 
she  was  taught  by  her  teachers 
to  fear  God  and  reverence  his 
word.  In  this  they  acted  under 
the  direction  of  enlightened  pie¬ 
ty  ;  and  it  is  a  subject  w  orthy  of 
most  fervent  supplication  to  God, 
that  Christian  parents  universally 
felt  it  to  be  their  duty,  to  put 
their  children  under  the  care  of 
none  but  Christian  instructors. 
Many  children  of  such  parents 
are  ruined  in  this  world,  and  un¬ 
fitted  for  the  world  to  come,  be¬ 
cause  their  teachers  have  utterly 
neglected  or  despised  the  great 
salvation.  It  is  true,  teachers, 
no  more  than  parents,  can  change 
the  heart ;  but  teachers,  as  well 
as  parents,  are  bound  to  be  work¬ 
ers  together  with  God,  in  pro¬ 
moting  the  spiritual  and  eternal 
interests  of  children  :  and  where 
both  unite  in  their  exertions, 
though  they  may  not  see  the  im¬ 
mediate  fruits  of  their  labour,  yet 
in  the  end  they  have  reason  to 
expect  the  blessing.  At  six  years, 
the  subject  of  this  memoir  was 
affected  ;  but  her  sorrow  evi¬ 
dently  w  as  sorrow  on  account  of 
the  punishment  of  sin.  At  ten 
years  she  was  enlightened  to 
know  and  feel  the  evil  of  sin  in 
itself,  and  loathe  it,  giving  herself 
unto  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  for 
time  and ‘eternity.  Let  all  Christ¬ 
ian  parents,  then,  train  up  their 
children  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord, 
trusting  in  the  Lord  that  he  will 
glorify  himself  in  them,  sooner  or 
later. 
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REPORT  I 

Oftht  Edinburgh  J^Iissionary  Society^ 
1818. 

Adopting  their  usual  plan,  the  Directors 
first  record  the  principal  intelligence  i-eceiv- 
ed  from  the  different  Stations  since  the  last 
Anniversary  ;  and  then  re|X)rt  the  state  of 
the  Society  in  relation  to  its  Students  and 
Resources. 

IMISSIONARIES  STATIO.IS. 

KARASS. 

The  accounts  have,  on  the  whole,  been 
more  interesting  and  encouraging  than  for¬ 
merly.  The  settlement,  it  is  true,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  llie  turbulent  state  of  the  country, 
still  requires  to  be  protected  by  tlie  same 
large  military  guard,  which  the  Russian 
Government  has,  with  so  much  liberality, 
furnished  gratuitously,  ever  since  181'2.  Not¬ 
withstanding  this,  however,  the  Mission¬ 
aries  Patterson  and  Galloway  not  only 
have  been  frequently  visited  by  the  Na¬ 
tives  around  them,  with  whom  they  have 
thus  had  a  favourable  opportunity  of  con¬ 
versing  on  the  truths  of  the  Gospel,  but  have 
had  it  in  their  jK)wer,  and  hitherto  without 
personal  danger,  to  itinerate  through  the 
adjacent  villages,  and  even  to  travel  to  some 
considerable  distance  into  the  surrounding 
Steppes.  The  education  of  their  own  child- 
.  ren,  and  of  the  ransomed  natives,  has  also 
been  regularly  carried  on  ;  and  their  last  re- 
port  is  peculiarly  satisfactory  with  regard 
both  to  the  general  good  conduct,  and  the 
progress  in  religious  knowledge  of  these 
interesting  objects  of  their  solicitude  and 
care. 

The  iecand  visit  which  Mr.  Galloway 
paid  to  the  Trukmen  or  Turcomans,  and 
•  the  Kara  Nogay  Tartars,  who  inhabit  the 
great  Steppe  to  the  soutl?  and  east  of  Karass, 
was  in  September  last;  and  the  mult  of 


it  is  calculated,  at  least,  to  cherish  the  same 
ho{>cs  which  his  former  tour  among  them 
led  him  to  entertain. 

Of  Baba  Khan  Ha  ji,  the  Effendi,  whom 
be  formerly  nrentioned  with  such  interest, 
he  still  speaks  favourably ;  though  the  fear 
of  exposing  himself  to  the  fury  of  the  more 
biggoted  Mahomedans  seems  to  lead  him  to 
tem|K)rising  measures,  scarcely  consistent 
with  a  state  of  real  conversion.  In  a  very 
close  conversation  that  Mr.  Galloway  had 
with  him,  he  said,  “You  see  that  I  live 
among  a  people  furious  in  their  religion  ;  be¬ 
ing  yet  ignorant,  and  every  thing  resj)ecling 
Christianity  is  new  to  them ;  but  you  should 
believe  that  I  believe  the  Christian  religion 
in  my  heart,  for  I  see  it  to  be  the  only  way 
of  salvation. 

Some  passages  from  Mr.  Calloway’s 
Journal  will  show'  very  forcibly  the  state  of 
bondage,  in  which  men,  circumstance  as 
this  Effendi  is,  areheld. 

“  I  spoke  of  Jesus,  saying  that  He  would 
be  ashaimd  of  those  at  the  last  day,  who 
would  not  confess  Him  in  this  world.  I 
then  asked  the  Haji  to  receive  a  New  Tes¬ 
tament,  that  he  might  see  a  full  account  of 
the  truth.  He  said  that  I  must  have  a  little 
patience,  and  he  would  receive  a  copy  in  the 
field  at  some  distance,  which  he  would  read 
secretly.” 

A  few’  days  after,  Mr.  Galloway  writes — 

“I  met  Baba  Khan  Haji,  and  asked  him 
if  he  could  not  now  find  an  opportunity  of 
privately  receiving  a  New  Testament.  He 
said  it  w’ould  not  be  proper  for  him  to 
take  a  New  Testament  from  me  himself,  as 
it  w’ould  make  the  furious,  among  whom  he 
resided,  suspicious  of  him ;  and  that  the 
only  way  of  conveying  a  New  Testament 
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lO  him,  WM  to  Bend  it  by  (he  hand  of  some 
person  when  I  was  returning  home,  from 
tv'hom  he  would  receive  it  carelessly,  and 
would  plead  as  an  excuse  for  keeping  it 
that  he  had  no  opportunity  of  returning  it  !*’ 

Mr.  Calloway  found  means  of  conveying 
a  New  Testament  to  this  man.  That  he 
and  his  countrymen  deeply  need  its  salutary 
instructions,  will  appear  from  the  following 
passage  of  Mr.  Calloway’s  Journal. 

“  I  called  on  Baba  Khan  Haji.  After 
the  usual  salutations,  and  a  good  deal  of 
talk,  by  way  of  contrast  between  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  New  Testament  and  those  of 
the  Koran,  while  a  considerable  number  of 
jHJOple  were  present,  the  Haji  invited  me 
into  his  tent,  where  a  few  others  sat  down 

with  us.  I'hev  had  heard  of  the  doctrines 
*  > 

of  the  New  Testament,  and  spoke  of  ever}' 
one  having  his  own  way,  and  thought  that 
each  might  safely  walk  in  it.  I  brought 
thf'in,  however,  to  confess,  that  there  is  only 
one  true  way.  Haji  said  it  was  tnie  tliat 
there  is  one  only  way  which  is  right ;  but 
that  Adam  had  seventy-two  sons,  who  had 
betaken  themselves  to  different  ways  of  sor%'- 
ing  God,  and  that  each  of  them  thought  that 
HIS  service  alone  w’a«  acceptable.  This  he 
represented  by  seventy-two  chests,  one  of 
which  contained  gold,  and  all  the  rest  dross 
ordung:  but  that  the  contents  of  all  would  be 
kept  in  darkness  till  the  la'^t  day,  when  it 
would  be  evirient  who  had  the  golden  chest .’ 
1  ai>ked  for  what  end  the  prophets  and  the 
apostles  had  been  sent,  confirming  their 
word  with  miracles ;  and  then  spoke  of  the 
Word  of  God  as  a  sufficient  light  to  guide 
into  the  way  of  truth,  and  that  (jod  had 
sent  his  word  into  the  w  orld  for  this  very 
purpose  ;  that  this  light  had  shone  particu¬ 
larly  bright  in  those  latter  days,  since  the 
coming  of  the  Messiah  ;  and  that  the  na¬ 
tions  to  whom  this  light  had  corue  were 
called  to  walk  in  it,  and  would  at  last  be 
able  to  plead  no  excuse  for  their  walking  in 
darkness.  They  appearcfl  to  ccmiv-  so  far 
into  ideas ;  hnt  would  have  thii  light 


to  be  the  Kor&n,  given  in  these  latter  day* 
to  lead  people  to  Paradise.  I  returned  again 
to  speak  of  the  one  way  and  one  Saviour, 
to  whom  all  the  prophets  and  believers  of 
old  had  locked  so  far  as  they  could  see  ;  that 
Grxi  had  never  changed  the  way  of  salva¬ 
tion;  that  there  is  no  changeableness  or 
weakness  with  Him ;  but  that  men,  walk¬ 
ing  after  their  own  imaginations,  had  sought 
other  ways.” 

The  Report  proceeds — 

Respecting  the  Head  Effendi  of  the  Truk-, 
men,  Mr.  Galloway  says,  that  he  heard  pa¬ 
tiently  W’hat  he  advanced  concerning  the 
doctrines  of  the  Gospel :  and  of  an  old  Tar¬ 
tar  Mollah,  who,  in  the  spring  of  the  year, 
when  Mr.  Galloway  visited  the  Kara  Nogays, 
was  the  means  of  causing  a  number  of  the 
people^to  return  the  books  which  they  at  first 
readily  and  with  apparent  gladness  accept¬ 
ed,  that  “  he  made  a  good  deal  of  inquiry 
about  difiierent  points  of  the  Christian  reli¬ 
gion,  seemed  to  have  been  thinking  some¬ 
what  on  the  subject  since  he  had  last  seen 
him,  and  received  a  New  Testament  for  his 
own  use.” 

Soen  Haji,  who  lives  in  Naiman  Village, 
and  who  has  long  opposed  the, Gospel,  though 
he  has  not  as  yet  admitted  the  impropriety 
of  his  conduct  in  so  doing,  sometimes  ap¬ 
pears  considerably  impressed;  and  Seid 
Ouchli  Mahomed,  whom  Mr.  Galloway  first 
met  with  in  the  month  of  April  last  year,  at 
the  same  village,  he  thinks  may  be  consi¬ 
dered  at  least  as  an  inquirer  after  the 
Truth. 

This  Effendi  resides  in  the  mountains, 
about  the  source  of  the  Kuma,  and  is  a  man 
of  very  cousiderable  acuteness  and  learning. 
On  Mr.  Galloway’s  reading  and  explaining 
to  him  a  portion  of  the  New  Testament,  h« 
for  some  time  frequently  t>€carnc  enraged, 
but  still  discovered  a  desire  to  hear  more 
al)OUt  the  Gospel ;  and,  when  Mr.  Galloway 
left  him,  took  a  copy  of  the  New  Testament, 
the  Psalms,  and  some  tracts.  At  a  sui>s«- 
quent  interview,  he  took  Mr.  Calloway  by 
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the  hand,  and  said,  that  he  saw  the  books 
whie^h  he  had  received  to  be  no  vain  books ; 
and  expressed  a  wish  that  God  might  fulfil 
the  desires  of  the  Missionaries  respecting  the 
salvation  ofhis  countrymen  : — “  1,”  said  he, 
“  see  myself  to  be  more  vile  than  a  beast, 
on  account  of  sin.”  On  the  evening  of  the 
same  day,  tliey  again  met,  when,  says  Mr. 
Galloway,  “  he  took  me  aside,  and  told  me, 
that  his  mind  was  very  uneasy  about  reli¬ 
gion  ;  that  he  was  certain  that  more  than 
one  half  of  the  Koran  is  not  to  be  practised  ,• 
but  that  he  did  not  yet  see  clearly  through 
the  doctrines  of  the  New  Testament,  nor 
know  what  we  practised  in  religion ;  and 
desired  me  to  instruct  him  more  fully  :  the 
tears  were  in  his  eyes ;  and  I  could  hardly 
refrain :  he  told  me  that  the  people  among 
whom  he  officiates  had  only  of  late  embraced 
Mahomedanism,  and  are  extremely  igno¬ 
rant  ;  and  that  he  had  formed  the  plan  of 
taking  away  privately  a  number  of  our 
books,  to  distribute  among  the  students  and 
others,  who  can  read,  tliat  they  might  be 
acquainted  with  the  doctrines  contained  in 
them,  before  their  minds  were  settled  in  any  j 
other.  I  said,  1  would  most  willingly  give 
him  the  books,  but  I  should  like  to  see  his 
own  mind  lirst  settled  in  a  belief  of  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  New  Testament.”  The  last 
time  that  they  met,  they  sat  on  a  hillock  in 
the  open  air  for  more  than  an  hour,  earnestly 
conversing  on  the  things  that  pertain  to  the 
Kingdom  of  God;  and  afterward  walked 
together  to  Karass ;  he  then  said,  that  his 
mind  was  impressed  by  the  truths  of  the 
New  Testament;  but  when  Mr.  Galloway 
asked  him  if  he  believed  that  Jesus  had  fully 
satisfied  the  law  and  justice  of  God  on  ac¬ 
count  of  sinners,  he  said  that  his  mind  was 
yet  dark  on  this  point,  but  that  when  he  re¬ 
turned  home,  he  designed  to  study  the  New 
Testament,  and  compare  it  with  the  Koran : 
he  again  talked  of  distributing  books  among 
his  people  ;  and  said  he  was  sure  they  would 
believe  them :  when  he  was  about  to  depart, 
Mr.  Galloway  prayeu^ith  him,  and  gave 
him  a  bundle  of  tracts,  and  another  copy 
of  the  New  Testament. 


Nor  is  this  the  only  instance  in  wiiich  it  if 
to  be  hoped  that  the  seed  of  Divine  Truth 
has,  to  a  certain  extent  at  least,  been  fixed 
in  llie  heart  of  some  of  the  natives.  A  young 
man  named  Shora,  in  particular,  who  be¬ 
longs  to  one  of  the  Kabardian  Villages, 
which  removed  some  years  ago  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  Karass,  but  returned  to  it 
lately,  appears  to  be  deeply  impressed  on 
the  subject  of  religion.  In  August  last, 
Shora,  along  w'lth  others  ofhis  countnnnen, 
visited  the  Missionaries  at  Kaiass,  and  con¬ 
tinued  with  them  nearly  a  whole  day,  listen¬ 
ing  attentively  to  passages  of  the  xNew 
Testament  and  the  Tartar  Catecl  ism. 
Even  then,  Shora  confessed  that  he  bel  ev- 
ed  that  Christ  will  judge  tiie  world  at  the 
last  day  ; — “  the  first  time,”  says  Mr.  Gal¬ 
loway,  “  that  I  ever  heard  a  Mnliomedan 
make  such  an  acknowledgment.”  And,  in 
the  end  of  November,  the  time  when  the 
most  recent  letters  that  have  arrived  were 
written,  ■  the  pleasing  information  is  given 
that  he  professes  to  believe  the  principal 
doctrines  ot  Christianity.  Having  been 
obliged,  some  time  before,  (o  fly  to  the 
Kabardian  Country,  on  account  of  the  ill- 
will  of  some  of  his  neiglil)Ours  with  whom 
he  had  a  quarrel,  he  wrote  from  thence  a 
short  letter  to  Mr.  Patterson,  which  con¬ 
tained  the  following  interesting  sentences. 
“O!  if  I  could  openly  profess  the  religion 
of  our  dear  and  honourable  Messiah.  That 
your  religion  is  true  and  righteous,  I  now 
believe.  I  would  rejoice  to  join  you  in 
observ  ing  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ.  I 
beg  that  you  would  take  ten  books,  (i.  c. 
copies  of  the  New  Testament,)  and  deliver 
them  to  me  in  tlie  quarantine,  that  I  may 
circulate  them.”  May  the  Spirit  of  all 
Grace  raise  up  in  this  young  Kabardian  a 
living  monument  of  the  power  of  the  truth 
as  it  is  in  Jesus,  and  an  active  instrument  of 
usefulness  to  his  blinded  brethren !  So 
shall  the  Word  of  the  Lord  have  free  course 
among  them,  and  be  glorified  in  their  saving 
conversion  to  the  faith  ofhis  Gospel. 

1  he  introduction  of  copies  of  the  New 
I'estaincnt,  and  tracts  into  the  schools  of 
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file  priests,  is  a  circumstance  also  of  the 
most  auspicious  kind.  Not  only  has  Seid 
Ouchli  Mahomed,  according  to  the  latest 
report,  fulfiMed  his  promise  of  putting  tliem 
into  the  hands  of  his  scholars  ;  but  an  Effen- 
ili,  who  formerly  lived  in  the  vicinity  of 
Kai-ass,  but  now  resides  on  the  Kuban,  has 
wriUcu  a  lx)ok  consisting  solely  of  extracts 
from  the  New  Testament,  of  which  many 
students  about  the  Kuban  have  taken  copies 
for  their  own  perusal. 

Respecting  the  Ossatinians,  no  particular 
information  has  been  received  since  the  last 
anniversary.  The  establishment,  however, 
of  a  school  at  the  Fortress  of  Valadekefskoy, 
bj  the  commanding  general  of  the  district, 
for  teaching  a  number  of  their  youths  to 
read  and  write  the  Russian  language,  is  a 
circumstance  which  may  eventually  favour 
the  introduction  of  Christianity  among  them. 
The  dis{)08ltion,  likewise,  which  not  a  few 
•f  them  have  shown  to  give  up  their  former 
wandering  and  predatory  mode  of  life,  and 
to  settle  in  the  neighlxiurhood  of  that  for¬ 
tress  and  in  other  level  parts  of  the  country, 
together  with  the  encouragement  and  pro¬ 
tection  afforded  them  by  the  General,  seem 
to  hold  out  the  prospect  of  a  Mission  being 
at  no  great  distance  of  time  attempted,  for 
their  conversion  to  the  knowledge  and  obe¬ 
dience  of  that  Gospel,  which  is  the  power 
of  God  unto  salvation  to  every  one  who 
believes.  This,  indeed,  is  a  station  which 
the  Missionaries  at  Astrachan  point  out, 
among  others,  as  one  that  should  be  kept  in 
view;  and  of  which  trial  should  be  made, 
*s  soon  as  the  number  of  tlie  Brethren  at 
Karass  shall  be  augmented. 

And  should  such  a  sphere  of  Missionary 
labour  as  this  be  abandoned,  when  the  ex- 
|)ectalions  of  usefulness  at  it,  so  long  and  so 
fondly  cherished,  etpiahy  by  the  dii'cctors 
and  by  their  faithful  Ial)ourei’S,  who  hav<" 
been  for  so  man\  years  diligently  empiove  J 
in  cultivating  it,  seem  to  be  nearer  bring 
realized  than  at  any  preceding  period.^  i 
Every  friend  of  the  Gospel  will  repel  the  j 
thought.  Whatever  may  be  done  with  re  j 
gat’d  to  the  settlement,  the  renunciation  of  j 


the  land,  and  the  transference  to  Orenburg, 
of  lire  civil  privileges  connected  with  it — 
points  on  which  the  Directors  have  as  yet 
been  unable  to  form  any  definite  resolution — 
the  field  around  Karass  must  not  be  given 
up ;  nor  the  hope  of  its  becoming  the  centre 
of  communication  with  the  natives  of  the 
Caucasus,  and  the  w’anderers  on  the  Kuban, 
be  relinquished.  On  tlve  contrary,  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  now  detailed  regarding  it,  seem 
imperiously  to  call  for  increased  exertions,' 
land  a  supply  of  new  Missionaries,  more 
proportioned  in  number  to  the  extent  of  that 
field,  and  to  the  means  that  are  necessary 
to  the  realization  of  this  hope. 

“  Perhaps,’*  says  Mr.  Mitchell,  W'riting 
from  Aslrachan,  “  there  are  nearly  as 
many  languages  spoken  in  the  mountains 
of  Caucasus,  as  there  are  betw  een  the  Indus 
and  the  Ganges  ;  and  not  the  smallest  effort 
is  yet  made  to  translate  the  sacred  volume 
into  any  of  them.  Thus,  while  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  C!hristians  in  general  seems  to  be. 
turned  to  other  parts  of  the  globe,  Mahorae- 
dans,  in  this  quarter,  are  using  every  means 
in  their  power  to  bring  these  numerous 
tribes  over  to  their  religion.  And  in  this, 
their  efforts  are  but  too  successful;  for, 
from  every  account  that  we  have  received, 
they  are  accomplishing  their  end  very 
fast” 

Tlie  motives  which  have  induced  the 
Directors  to  deliberate  on  the  new  arrange¬ 
ments  with  respect  to  Karass,  to  wliich 
allusion  has  been  made,  are  detailed  in  the 
Appendix.  The  natives,  fron»  the  begin¬ 
ning,  considered  the  grant  of  the  land  to 
the  Mission  as  an  Intrusion  on  the  ir  posses¬ 
sions.  The  Kabardians,  moreover,  identi¬ 
fied  (he  Missionaries  whth  their  protectors, 
ii.he  Russians,  against  whom  they  indulge 
j  particular  enmity ;  and  have  occasioned 
'the  expanse  lo  the  Russian  gov  ernment  of 
j  'naintaining  120  soldiers  and  Cossacs,  al¬ 
most  wholly  lor  the  protection  of  the  settle¬ 
ment.  Of  the  proposed  plan  it  is  said — 

Arrangemeiits  are  making,  not  for  aban¬ 
doning  the  field  cf  Missionary  exertion, 
which  the  country  around  Karass  presents : 
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evangelical  guardian 


but  for  rruioving  the  Missionaries  to  some 
•tatiun  in  the  vicinity,  such  as  Georghievsk, 
wliere  (hey  may  enjoy  equal  protection, 
without  the  present  expense;  and  may, 
pos-sess  opportunities  of  instructing  the  na¬ 
tives,  and  itinerating  among  them,  in  which 
they  may  have  no  such  prejudice  or  hosti- 1 
lily  to  contend  w'ith,  as  at  present  so  essen- ' 
fially  circumscribes  (he  sphere  of  tfieir 
fabours,  and  counteracts  their  edects. 

[7’o  be  con1inucd.'\ 

Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Hoard  of  IJi- 1 

rectors  of  the  Young'  Me/i's  Missionary  j 

Society  of  JS'ew-  York.  | 

IT  is  with  no  small  pleasure,  and  they 
trust  with  much  thankfulness  to  the  God  of 
merries,  w  hose  we  are,  and  whom  we  serve, 
that  the  Board  of  Directors  meet  the  Socie¬ 
ty,  on  this  their  third  anniversary  as  an  in¬ 
dependent  institution. 

Although  the  Board  were  enabled,  on  the 
last  similar  occasion,  to  present  to  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  Society  some  things  calcula¬ 
ted  to  encourage,  and  in  the  retrospect  of 
which  they  felt  themselves  entitled  to  re¬ 
joice  ;  yet  they  were  constrained  to  acknow'- 
ledge,  that  their  hearts  were  “  pained  by 
the  reflection,  that  a  body  so  resj>ectable 
as  the  Young  Men’s  Missionary  Society,  for 
numbers,  zeal,  and  resources,  should  be 
forced  to  content  themselves  v^ith  doing  so 
little  for  God  and  man,  merely  because 
there  were  so  few  to  cry — here  am  I ;  send 
me.” 

A  gracious  God  has  been  pleased  to  hear 
our  prayers,  and  not  to  disappoint  the  anti¬ 
cipations  of  a  fav  ourable  change,  which  the 
Directors  then  encouraged  the  Society  to 
entertain.  He  has  sent  us  a  numljcr  of 
faitliful  Missionaries,  w  ho  have  enlisted  un¬ 
der  our  banners,  and  materially  aided  in 
our  conflict  with  the  |X)wers  of  ignorance 
and  irreligion.  Some  have  already  return¬ 
ed  from  the  field,  Ije^iring  trophies  of  victo¬ 
ry  ;  some  still  continue  engaged  in  the  ho¬ 
nourable  struggle ;  atid  others  are  now  on 


their  way  to  the  aid  of  the  Lord  against  the 
mighty.  Many  precious  souls,  it  is  hoped, 
have,  through  their  instrumentality,  been 
rescued  from  the  power  of  the  prince  of 
darkness,  and  have  received  an  inheritance 
among  those  who  are  sanctified  through 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ 

Tlie  Board  novv  proceed  to  lay  before  the 
Society  a  history  of  their  transactions ;  and 
it  is  hojx'd  they  alsow'ill  find  in  it  argument 
for  thankfulness  and  congratulation,  as  well 
as  ample  encouragement  for  future  and 
mucli  greater  exertion. 

In  obedience  to  the  direction  of  the  So¬ 
ciety,  they  applied  to  the  legislature  of  this 
State,  at  its  last  session,  for  an  act  of  incor- 
|)oration,  to  enable  them  to  purchase  and 
hold  real  estate.  The  application  was 
granted,  and  the  Society  was  duly  incorpo¬ 
rated  on  the  tenth  day  of  April  last,  by  the 
name  and  style  of  “  The  You?ig  Men's 
Missionary  Society  of  A'eiv-York."  The 
Board'  have  also  devised  and  procured  a 
common  seal  for  the  incorporation. 

The  Society  w’ere  informed,  in  the  last 
annual  report,<hat  circular  letters  had  beeui 
printed  and  distributed,  inviting  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  auxiliary  societies.  Jn  consequence 
of  tills  measure,  three  institutions  have  been 
fonned  and  reported  to  the  Board,  viz. 

“  The  first  Auxiliary  to  the  Young  Men’s 
Missionary  Society  of  Nevv-York,”  of  which 
Thomas  S.  Manning  is  Secretary,  and 
w'hich  was  organized  in  the  month  of  June 
last. 

“  The  Caldwell  and  Warrensburgh  Aux¬ 
iliary  Missionary  Society,”  of  which  Gus- 
tavus  A.  Bird^  Lsq.  of  Caldwell,  Washing¬ 
ton  county,  is  Secretary. 

And  “The  Bolton  Auxiliary' Missionary 
Society,”  of  which  Daniel  Winter,  of  Bol¬ 
ton,  in  the  same  county,  is  Secretary.  Of 
the  formation  of  the  last  two  institutions,  the 
Board  received  notice  on  the  14th  of  Sep¬ 
tember  last. 

F rom  the  first  of  these  auxiliaries,  formed 
in  this  city,  and  composed  of  “  Young  Men, 
between  the  ages  of  12  and  2o,”  a  donation 
of  thirty  dollars  was  received  on  the  12th 
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of  Au|^st  Sucli  an  example  of  youthful  I 
Zeal,  in  the  cause  of  Christ,  will  no  doubt  I 
receive  the  approbation  of  the  Society,  as  it 
has  that  of  the  Board. 

In  the  last  Report  the  Society  were  in¬ 
formed  that  an  application  froni  a  Mr.  Sar- 
^eant,  of  Vermont,  for  Missionary  cinploy- 
inent,  was  before  the  Board,  and  that  they 
only  waited  for  proper  credentials  of  his 
uiinisterial  character,  to  employ  him  in  the 
vicinity  of  Oneida  Lake.  As  Mr.  Sargeant 
has  never  forwarded  the  required  docu¬ 
ments,  be  has  not  been  taken  into  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  die  Society. 

The  different  fields  of  Missionary  labour, 
to  which  the  attention  of  the  Board  has  been 
directed  during  the  year  past,  are  the  su¬ 
burbs  of  this  city,  the  Northern,  Northeast¬ 
ern,  North  Western,  and  Southwestern  fron¬ 
tiers  of  this  State,  the  Northeastern  parts  of 
IVnnsylrania,  the  parts  of  Virginia  between 
Frcdericksburgh  and  the  Blue  Ridge,  to¬ 
gether  with  North  C arolina,  the  new  State  of 
Illinois,  and  the  Alabama  Territory. 

It  will  be  remembered,  that  the  Society 
were  apprized,  in  the  last  report,  of  an  in¬ 
tended  mission  to  the  last-mentioned  region. 
It  will  no  doubt  be  gratifying  to  learn  that 
Providence  has  enabled  us  to  obtain,  as  it  is 
hoped,  tw’o  suitable  missionaries  to  pi’oceed 
to  that  important  field  of  missionary  enter¬ 
prise. 

In  the  month  of  April  last,  Mr.  Isaac  W. 
Platt,  formerly  a  member  of  this  Society, 
and  then  a  student  of  very  respectable 
standing  in  the  Theological  Seminar}'  at 
Princeton,  and  Mr.  Thomas  I.  Biggs,  also 
a  student  at  the  same  place,  made  a  condi¬ 
tional  engagement  with  the  Board  to  under¬ 
take  a  mission  to  that  part  of  our  country. 
Both  these  gentlemen  have  since  been  li¬ 
censed  to  preach  the  Gospel.  Mr.  Biggs 
declined  an  appointment,  having  felt  it  his 
duty  to  accept  a  call  at  Frankfort,  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Mr.  Platt,  however,  proceeded 
fiom  this  city,  in  the  month  of  October,  on 
his  mission  to  Alabama,  where  the  Board 
have  reason  to  believe  that  he  will  be  re¬ 
ceived  with  joy ;  and  that,  if  his  lift  be 


•pared,  he  will,  under  God,  become  a  rich 
blessing  to  the  people  of  that  new,  but  rapid¬ 
ly-increasing  territory.  The  term*  of  Mr. 
Platt’s  engagement  is  six  months,  with 
liberty  to  extend  it,  if  he  think  expedient. 

In  the  course  of  the  summer  they  employ¬ 
ed  Mr.  James  S.  Woods,  a  licentiate  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  as  a  missionary  for 
four  months,  to  the  same  district,  with  pow¬ 
er  to  prolong  the  period  to  six  months,  if  his 
labours  are  found  profitable.  Mr.  Woods 
was  to  go  to  Alabama  from  Lexington  in 
Kentucky,  and  was  instructed  to  proceed 
directly  to  the  scene  of  his  labours.  From 
him  no  information  has  as  yet  been  re¬ 
ceived. 

In  the  month  of  August,  the  Director!, 
having  learned  that  the  parts  of  the  state  of 
Virginia  between  Frcdericksburgh  and  the 
Blue  Ridge,  afforded  an  extensive  and  very 
encouraging  field  for  missionary  labour, 
employed  Mr.  William  Chester,  a  licentiate 
of  the  same  Church,  to  labour  for  the  term 
of  nine  months  in  that  destitute  region,  and 
in  such  other  places  as  they  might  after¬ 
ward  designate.  Mr.  Chester  commenced 
his  mission  in  the  beginning  of  September. 
The  Secretar}’  has  received  a  short  letter 
from  him,  dated  the  4th  of  October.  He 
represents  the  scene  in  which  he  is  engaged 
as  one  of  the  most  interesting  character. 
Many  are  engaged  in  religion,  and  he  has 
frequently  been  urged  to  settle  among  them 
for  life.  He  had  already  preached  twenty 
sermons,  and  established  eight  Sunday 
schools.  He  remarks  that  there  are  in  that 
country  a  few  bright  Christians,  the  most 
eminent  he  had  ever  known ;  but  adds, 
“  they  are  indeed  a  little  flock ;  while  on 
the  other  hand,  infidelity,  and  vice,  and 
error,  prevail  in  some  places  to  an  extent 
that  I  never  witnessed  or  believed  existed  in 
any  part  of  our  countr}%  If  you  were  here, 
your  heart  would  bleed.”  Since  he  has 
been  in  Virginia,  Mr.  Chester  has  excited 
the  people  of  two  places  to  take  measures  to 
erect  churches  for  the  worship  of  God.  One 
of  them  has  already  been  commenced.  He 
says,  “  the  fields  here  apj>ear  whitening  to 
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the  harvest.”  The  Board  would  add,  “  God 
grant  tliat  it  may  be  abundant.” 

In  the  course  of  the  summer,  Mr.  W'illiam 
D.  Snodgrass,  another  licentiate  of  the  same 
Church,  was  employed  to  undertake  a  mis- ! 
sion  to  the  eastern  parts  of  A'irginia  and  to 
North  Carolina,  in  company  with  INIr.  Ches¬ 
ter.  Air.  Snodgrass  has  recently  set  out  for 
tlie  place  of  his  destination. 

Previous  to  his  departure  for  Virginia,  Air. 
Snodgrass,  at  the  request  of  the  Board,  un¬ 
dertook  a  short  tour  of  Alissionar}'  duty  in 
the  towns  of  Bolton,  Caldwell,  and  VV'ar- 
rcnsburgh,  where  auxiliary  societies  were 
formed  during  the  summer ;  and  from  which 
places,  particularly  Bolton,  very  pressing 
calls  had  been  received  for  missionary  aid. 
Of  the  very  interesting  Church  at  the  latter 
]>lace,  in  which  the  power  of  the  grace  of 
God  has  heretofore  been  remarkably  dis¬ 
played,  almost  without  the  use  of  means,  he 
gives  the  following  account ; — “  The  Pres¬ 
byterian  Society  fn  Bolton  is  scattered  over 
an  extent  of  country  of  about  six  miles 
square.  As  a  Society  they  are  extremely 
{)Oor,  and  from  their  situation  have  no  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  attending  upon  the  administration 
of  the  word,  except  when  missionaries  are 
sent  among  them.  They  however  manifest 
a  very  unusual  anxiety  to  enjoy  the  preach¬ 
ing  of  the  Gospel,  and  are  always  ready  to 
make  a  missionary  comfortable  and  useful 
among  them.  Their  congregation  consists 
of  about  40  families,  in  which  there  are 
about  80  persons  w  ho  publicly  profess  the 
religion  of  Jesus.  They  hare  a  very  con¬ 
venient  place  of  worship,  in  which  they  as¬ 
semble  on  the  Sabbath,  for  prayer,  and  to 
attend  the  reading  of  a  sermon.  Besides 
this,  they  hold  a  conference  meeting  on  Sab¬ 
bath  evenings,  and  one  on  Thursday  even¬ 
ings,  w’hich  is  intended  particularly  for  the 
benefit  of  the  young.  One  of  these  I  attend¬ 
ed.  After  the  introductory  exercises,  I  de¬ 
livered  a  short  exhortation,  and  then  re¬ 
quested  them  to  proceed  in  tlieir  usual  man¬ 
ner.  One  of  the  deacons  then  made  a  few 
remarks,  and  was  foll^ved  by  two  young 
men  who  spoke  in  a  very  soknviy  ivipres- 


sivcy  and  interesting  nianner.  The  meeting 
was  conducted  with  the  greatest  propriety. 
I  attended  it  with  much  satisfaction  to  my¬ 
self,  and  observed  with  pleasure  the  spirit 
of  undissembled  piety  which  seemed  to  ma¬ 
nifest  itself  among  a  majority  of  those  pre¬ 
sent.” 

Mr.  Snodgrass  visited  Caldwell,  where 
he  preached  tw  ice,  and  was  treated  with 
much  respect ;  but  was  prevented  from  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  Warrensburgh  by  the  inclemen¬ 
cy  of  the  weather. 

The  Board  are  engaged  in  endeavouring 
to  procure  suitable  missionary  aid  for  those 
three  places. 

On  the  25th  of  June,  the  Directors  agreed 
to  cmj>loy  the  Reverend  Thomas  C.  Searle, 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  as  a  missionary, 
to  labour  in  the  present  state  of  Illinois.  As 
they  have  received  no  communication  from 
that  gentleman,  they  are  uncertain  whether 
his  commission  has  ever  reached  hin>. 

Some  time  ago  they  resolved  to  send  Mr. 
William  Tiralow’,  a  licentiate  of  the  Hudson 
Presbytery,  to  the  counties  of  Sullivan  and 
Broome,  in  this  State,  and  Wayne  and  Sus- 
quehannah,  in  Pennsylvania.  They  have 
been  inturmed  that  Mr.  Timlow  received  his 
commission,  and  intended  to  fulfil  it,  but  was 
providentially  prevented.  They  are  still  in 
hopes  he  will  be  able  to  accomplish  this 
mission. 

In  the  last  report  it  was  mentioned,  that 
IVIr.  John  Barnard,  a  licentiate  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  had  been  engaged  to  la¬ 
bour  during  the  winter  in  the  northern  parts 
of  this  State.  He  entered  on  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  his  duties  in  the  beginning  of  De¬ 
cember  last,  and  continued  three  months  in 
the  employment  of  the  Board.  He  laboured 
as  the  colleague  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dunlap ; 
but  the  pressing  calls  for  the  word  of  life, 
in  that  destitute  region,  frequently  kept 
them  asunder  in  their  work.  The  field  of 
their  labour  was  in  the  towns  of  Western, 
Boonville,  Remsen,  Steuben,  Russia,  Fair- 
field,  Floyd,  Constantia,  Volney,  Oswego, 
Newhaven,  Richland,  and  Williamstown, 
in  the  counties  of  Oswego,  Oneida,  Herki* 


AND  REVIEW. 


473 


mer,  and  the  vicinity.  During  this  period, 
Mr.  Barnard  preached  54  times,  and  attend¬ 
ed  a  vanety  of  meetings  for  religious  pur¬ 
poses.  lie  spent  much  time  in  visiting 
schools  and  families.  The  unusual  severity 
of  the  season,  the  badness  of  the  roads,  the 
Scattered  state  of  the  population,  and  the  in¬ 
different  means  of  conveyance,  prevented 
him  from  preaching  as  often  as  he  wished. 
This  circumstance,  however,  gave  him 
more  time  for  performing  that  most  impor¬ 
tant  part  of  a  missionary’s  duty,  visiting  at 
their  houses  the  people  to  whom  he  preach¬ 
ed.  These  visits  he  often  found  profitable 
to  others,  and  exceedingly  refreshing  to 
himself.  We  arc  happy  to  find,  from  his 
report,  that  the  New  Testament,  even  in 
these  dark  parts  of  our  state,  is  generally 
used  as  a  school-book,  though  w'e  regret  to 
learn,  that  diere,  as  well  as  in  other  places, 
where  it  is  less  excusable,  “  piety  is  consi¬ 
dered  so  unimportant  a  qualification  in  the 
teacher  of  a  school.”  Mr.  Barnard  repre¬ 
sents  the  prospect  in  Western,  where  a 
Church  was  organized  by  Mr.  Dunlap,  in 
January  last,  as  promising ;  the  attention  to 
means  as  more  general ;  and  the  desire  to 
enjoy  stated  ’ministrations  as  increasing. 
After  Mr.  Barnard’s  first  visit  to  Remsen, 
a  Church  was  fomied  there,  which  has  since 
received  an  addition  of  twelve  members; 
and  though  the  prospect  in  March,  when  he 
w  rote,  w  as  less  flattering  than  it  had  been 
early  in  the  winter,  there  was  still  much  at¬ 
tention  to  means,  and  an  earnest  desire  for  j 
Gospel  privileges.  When  he  left  them,  a 
subscription  was  in  circulation  to  raise  mo¬ 
ney  for  procuring  a  partial  supply  of  preach¬ 
ing  ;  their  intention  being  to  place  it  in  the 
funds  of  this  Society,  and  request  such  sup¬ 
ply  from  them.  The  other  places  he  de¬ 
scribes  as  greatly  in  want  of  missionary'  aid. 
Some  of  the  people  are  indifferent,  and 
others  very  much  engaged  as  to  spiritual 
things.  Some  infant  Churches  are  languish¬ 
ing  for  want  of  the  means  of  grace.  Some 
places,  from  great  division  of  sentiment,  arc 
unable  to  procure  religious  instruction, 
w’hile  others,  though  abundantly  able,  care 


little  about  it.  Sectaries,  such  as  Univer- 
salists,  Socinlani,  and  Chrysiians,  abound 
in  many  places,  while  religious  institutions 
are  so  utterly  disregarded  in  some,  that  im¬ 
morality  is  not  ashamed  to  appear  without 
a  covering.  The  labours  of  missionaries 
are,  however,  generally  well  received ;  ma¬ 
ny  hear  the  word  gladly,  and  the  assemblies 
on  the  Sabbath  and  at  conference,  are  often 
large,  attentive,  and  solemn.  In  concluding 
his  modest  and  interesting  report,  Mr.  Bar¬ 
nard  says,  “  On  a  review  of  the  mission,  I 
have  not  the  happiness  to  collect  and  pre¬ 
sent  to  your  view  an  abundant  ingathering 
that  1  have  made  from  the  Gospel  field  in 
which  1  have  laboured.  But  the  seed  is 
sown,  I  trust,  in  truth  and  sincerity.  It  re¬ 
mains  witii  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  to 
give  the  increase.  I  could  indeed  tell  you 
of  some  thronged  assemblies — of  the  silent 
and  solemn  attention  that  pervaded  them — 

I  of  the  tears  that  told  the  anguish  of  the 
heart ;  but  these  are  no  certain  indications 
of  a  gracious  renovation.  They  may  l>c 
like  the  morning  cloud  and  the  early  dew  ; 
yet,  I  humbly  t~ust,  our  prayers  and  labours 
have  not  been  in  vain.  The  want  of  mis¬ 
sionary  labourers  in  this  particular  section 
I  of  the  country  is  great.  It  has,  until  quite 
recently,  been  almost  entirely  neglected  by 
other  societies.  To  yours  they  now  feel 
encouraged  to  look  for  assistance,  and  they 
do  look  with  earnest  importunity.  Having 
become  personally  acquainted  with  these 
facts,  and  having  heard  the  entreaties  of  the 
people,  it  is  not  without  reluctance  that  I 
yield  to  the  call  of  indispensable  engage¬ 
ments,  and  decline  a  longer  continuance  on 
the  mission.”  Mr.  Barnard  received  7  dol¬ 
lars  from  two  places  in  which  he  laboured, 
which  have  been  credited  by  him  to  the  So¬ 
ciety. 

In  the  latter  part  of  July,  the  Board 
agreed  to  employ  the  Rev.  John  Davenport, 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  who  was  re¬ 
commended  by  IMr.  Dunlap  as  an  old,  ex¬ 
perienced,  and  very  acceptable  missionary, 
to  supply  the  place  of  Mr.  Barnard.  'Mr. 
j  Pavmport  prol’aMy  received  notice  c/f  his 
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appointment  in  the  latter  part  of  August, 
and  it  is  presumed  is  now  engaged  in  the 
performance  of  its  duties,  although  no  com¬ 
munication  has  as  yet  been  received  from 
him.* 

The  Rev.  John  Dunlap,  of  the  Associate 
Reformed  Church,  has  spent  another  year 
in  the  service  of  the  Society,  as  tlieir  mission¬ 
ary  in  the  counties  of  Oswego,  Oneida,  Her¬ 
kimer,  and  St.  Lawrence.  The  Board  have 
received  from  him  a  number  of  communica¬ 
tions.  During  the  j'ear,  he  has  formed  four 
new  Presbyterian  Churches  :  one  at  Volney, 
one  at  Western,  another  at  Vienna,  and  the 
fourth  at  Oswego  falls.  There  had  been  at  | 
Volney  a  congregational  Church  of  some 
years’  standing,  but  it  had  fallen  into  ruins. 
After  labouring  there  for  some  time,  he,  in 
the  month  of  December,  at  their  earnest  re- 
fjuest,  organized  them  into  a  Presbyterian  ] 
Church,  of  twenty -eight  members,  ordained 
three  elders,  and  dispensed  among  tliem  the 
Lord’s  Supper.  In  speaking  of  this  event, 
^Ir.  Dunlap  remarks,  “  this,  I  think,  was 
the  most  solemn  dav  I  ever  witnessed.  The  \ 
solemnities  lasted  three  hours  and  an  half.  | 
The  weather  was  extremely  cold  ;  and, , 
after  taking  some  refreshment,  I  rode  four 
miles,  through  snow  two  feet  deep,  and 
preached  in  the  evening.”  He  gives  the 
following  account  of  the  organization  of  the 
Church  at  Western,  in  a  letter  of  the  20lli 
January.  “  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  in¬ 
form  you,  that  Western,  a  town  to  which  I  j 
had  given  a  part  of  my  serv  ices  during  the 
last  year,  has  exceeded  my  expectations.  ^ 
It  was  in  the  most  deplorable  slate  when  I  ' 


them  the  duty  of  erecting  a  house  for  the 
worship  of  the  living  God.  Many  of  the 
people  are  rich,  and  they  complied  with 
rny  request.  They  have  finished  a  very 
commodious  house,  which  will  conveniently 
hold  700  people.  I  preached  the  dedica¬ 
tion  sermon  on  the  15lh  instant,  from  1st 
Kings  viii.  13  and  27.  The  Church  was 
overflowing,  and  all  appeared  very  solemn. 
On  the  same  day,  with  the  assistance  of  tw« 
ministers,  there  were  examined  and  appro¬ 
ved  for  Church  membership,  nine  pci*son* 
from  the  world.  With  them,  and  six  pro¬ 
fessors,  I  formed  a  C’hurch  of  15  members. 
I  dispensed  baptism  to  3  adults.  The 
W’hole  of  the  exercises  wero  attended  to 
with  the  utmost  solemnity,  and  I  trust  lasting 
impressions  were  made  on  ail  present.  It 
was  a  day  long  to  be  remembered  by  the 
people  of  Western.  The  Lord’s  Supper 
was  dispensed  last  Sabbath.  The  mc*ml>er3 
I  unanimously  resolved  to  l>ecomc  a  Presby- 

i 

terian  Church,  and  two  elders  were  chosen.” 
He  adds  **  thus,  through  divine  grace,  I 
have  accomplished  what  I  have  long  labour¬ 
ed  and  prayed  for,  and  may  the  Lord  build 
up  this  infant  Church,  and  make  it  a  praise 
in  the  earth.” 

[To  be  continued.] 


THE  REV.  MESS.  SCHERMERHOR.N 
AND  VAN  VECHTEN’S  REmRT  OF 
THEIR  MISSIONARY  TOUR  IN 
UPPER  CANADA. 


first  visited  it,  and  the  most  unpromising 
field  I  ever  laboured  in.  It  had  never  en-  • 
joyed  the  stated  ordinances  of  God’s  wor- ! 
ship,  but  was  a  thoroughfare  for  ChrystianSj  ^ 
and  other  sectaries.  There  was  no  place  \ 
of  public  worship,  except  a  very  small  mect- 
ing-house  of  the  Friends.  A  request  was 
made  for  a  part  of  my  services.  I  cotnplied  , 
with  it,  and  among  other  things  urged  upon  j 

i 

Since  the  Ar.nnal  Meetinp,  the  Board  have  been  | 
informed  that  Mr.  Davenport  entered  on  his  Mieiion  | 
in  the  bejfinniog'  of  October,  and  wa»  etill  diligently  ! 
•mrloyed  in  fulfilling  it«  duti»e.  j 


[Concluded  from  page  432.] 

Niagara  district  contains  about  12,000  in¬ 
habitants  ,  and 

Grimsby  town,  1  Episcopal  Church, 
1  Presbyterian  Church.  1  Episcop2d 
Preacher. 

Caiston  town,  chiefly  Methodists. 

Clinton  town,  1  Mennese  Society,  1  Bap¬ 
tist  Church.  1  Baptist  Elder. 

Gainsboro’  town,  1  Presbyterian  Church. 

Lowth  town,  1  Presbyterian  Church. 

Pelham  town,  1  Quaker  Society. 
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Grantham  tows,  1  Episcopal  Society,  1 
Presbyterian  Church.  1  Presbyterian 
Minister. 

Niagara  town,  1  Episcopal  Church,  1 
Presbyterian  Church.  1  Episcopal  Rector, 
•nd  1  Presbyterian  Minister. 

Stamford  town,  1  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  1  Dutch  Church. 

Thorald  town,  1  Presbyterian  Church. 

W  illoughby  town,  1  Mennese  Society. 

Crowland  town,  principally  Methodists. 

Bertie  town,  1  Quaker  Society. 

Ifiiinberstone  and  Mainfleet  towns,  prin¬ 
cipally  Mennese  and  Methodists. 

There  is  a  Methodist  circuit  through  this 
district,  and  one  or  two  itinerants  on  the 
same. 

The  Episcopal  Preachers  who  reside  at 
Ancasterand  Grimbsby  have  lately  arrived 
from  England.  The  one  who  resides  at 
Grimsby  also  preaches  at  Grantham,  though 
wc  believe  both  these  Societies  were  for¬ 
merly  Ltitheran. 

The  Rev.  Lewis  Williams,  an  Independ¬ 
ent  from  England,  preaches  in  Grantham, 
Lowth,  and  Thorald.  Since  tlie  late  war 
he  has  returned  from  a  visit  to  England,  and 
brousht  with  him  a  number  of  Bibles, 
Psalm-books,  &c.  which  were  very  much 
needed,  and  has  sold  them  in  diflerent  parts 
of  the  province.  Mr.  Eastman,  who  re¬ 
sides  at  Barton,  in  the  district  of  Gore, 
preaches  to  the  Presbyterian  societies  of 
Gaiiibboro’  and  Cirirnsby,  W’ithin  tin’s  dis¬ 
trict.  The  Rev.  John  Burns  preaches  in 
Niagara,  where  he  resides,  and  in  Queens- 
ton  and  the  Dutch  society  in  Stamford.  He 
is  in  connexion  with  the  Associate  Reformed 
Synod  in  the  United  States.  He  has  also 
the  charge  of  the  district  school.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Addison  is  an  Episcopal  clergyman 
settled  at  Niagara,  and  also  is  the  mission¬ 
ary  to  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations  on 
Grand  River.  The  Scotch  Presbyterian 
church  at  Stamford  is  a  lar^e  and  wealthy 
society.  They  are  at  present  destitute,  and 
are  anxious  to  obtain  a  faithful  pious  man  to 
be  placed  over  them  as  a  minister. 

Prom  Niagara  to  Fort  Erie,  and  along  the 


shore  of  Lake  Erie,  a  distance  of  hfty  or 
sixty  miles,  the  country  is  very  thickly  set¬ 
tled  ;  but  there  are  no  ministers  in  this  re¬ 
gion  but  Mr.  Burns  and  Mr.  Addison  at 
Niagara.  This  is  a  very  destitute  region 
with  respect  to  the  Gospel,  and  calls  very 
loud  for  missionary  service.  The  people 
are  truly  in  a  careless  and  stupid  state  ;  but 
if  a  faithful  missionary'  were  sent  to  this  re¬ 
gion,  w^e  have  reason  to  believe  it  would  be 
attended  with  good  consequences.  Many 
of  the  inhabitants  are  anxious  to  have  mis¬ 
sionaries  visit  them,  and  they  mourn  and 
w'eep  over  the  deplorable  situation  of  the 
country.  Niagara,  Queenston,  Chippewa, 
and  Fort  Erie,  it  would  be  important  for  a 
missionary  to  bestow  a  great  part  of  his  la¬ 
bours  upon.  At  Niagara  there  is  a  Bible 
Society  organized. 

London  district  contains  about  9,000  in 
habitants,  and  the  towns.  Churches,  and 
Ministers  following : 

Rainhain  and  W’alj)ole  towns,  chiefly 
Mennese. 

Burford  town,  1  Baptist  Society.  1  Bap¬ 
tist  Preacher. 

Blenheim  town. 

Blunford  town. 

Oxford  town,  1  Baptist  Preacher. 

Norwich  town,  1  Presbyterian  Society,  1 
Quaker  Society. 

Windham  and  Townsend  towns,  1  Bap¬ 
tist  Society  each,  1  Presbyterian  Church. 
1  Independent  Minister,  1  Baptist  Elder. 

Woodhouse,  Charlotte  ville,  and  Walsing- 
ham  towns,  1  Methodist  Church,  1  Presby¬ 
terian  Society,  1  Baptist  Church.  1  Bap¬ 
tist  Elder. 

Houghton  town. 

Bayhum,  Malachide,  Yarmouth,  South- 
wold,  Dunwich,  and  Aldboro  towns  consti¬ 
tute  the  Talbot-Street  set. lenient. 

Delaw  are,  M'estminsler,  Dorchester,  and 
Derehain,  are  new  towns  on  the  River 
Thames,  and  have  but  few  inhabitants. 

This  district,  in  many  respects,  is  the 
rinest  par  t  of  the  province  ;  especially  as  it 
respects  the  climate.  About  twenty  years 
since  the  Rev.  Mr.  Culver,  a  Minister,  in 
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connexion  witli  Morris  county  Presbytery,  j  Western  district  contains  about  8000  in- 
in  New-Jersey,  removed  to  Windham,  ‘habitants,  and  the  following  towns, 
where  he  has  resided  ever  since.  He  is  now  |  Orford,  (East  and  West,)  Howard,  Har- 
Vfery  old  and  infirm,  and  entirely  unable  toiwich,  Raleigh,  East  and  West  Tilbury, 
preach.  He  organized  a  Church  in  this  (Romney,  Mersea,  Gosheld,  Colchester, 
place  and  Townsend,  to  which  have  been  Malden,  Sandwich,  Maidstone,  Rochester, 
admitted  about  one  hundred  members  since  •  Shawneetown, Chatham, and  Camden  West, 
its  formation,  and  he  has  been  useful  in  |  This  district  we  have  not  visited  person- 
preaching  through  the  region  where  he  ally.  We  are  informed  there  is  an  Episco- 
resides.  i  pal  Minister  settled  at  Sandwich ;  that 

In  Windham  and  Townsend  there  isa  'ithere  is  a  Roman  Catholic  Priest  settled 
▼cry  respectable  congregation  and  Church,  somewhere  along  the  Detroit- river,  and  an- 
The  people  are  chiefly  from  New-England,  | other  as  a  Missionary  among  the  Huron  In- 
New-York,  and  New-Jerscy,  and  they  are  'dians.  That  on  the  Thames-river  there  is 
extremely  anxious  to  have  a  Presbyterian 'tlie  Moravian  Missionary  station,  in  the 
Minister  settled  over  them.  In  Woodhouse  jtown  of  Orford  West,  where  are  stationed 
and  Charlotteville,  altlwugh  there  is  ino  two  Missionaries,  who  have  several  Indian 
*  Piesbyterian  Church  organized,  there  are  |  assistants.  This  Missionary  station  was 
several  Presbyterian  families,  and  others ,  broken  up  during  the  war,  but  it  is  now 
not  professedly  so,  who  wish  a  Presbyterian ; again  in  a  prosperous  state. 

IMinister  settled  among  them.  Several  of  i  Through  Gosfield,  Mersea,  and  Romney, 
tliemost  respectable  inhabitants  in  the  four  j  there  is  a  new  settlement  forming,  in  some 
towns  just  mentioned  have  requested  us  to  j  part  of  which  we  understand  there  is  a 
procure  a  Minister  for  them ;  and  they  have  j  Baptist  Preacher  or  Exhorter.  The  Metho- 
obligated  themselves  to  pay  the  travelling  dists  have  a  circuit  through  tliis  district,  and 
expenses  of  a  Minister  we  should  recom-  one  Itinerant  on  the  same, 
mend  to  them  ;  and  in  case  he  did  not  settle !  The  whole  number  of  Methodist  Itinerant 

I  .  . 

with  them,  also  Lis  return  expenses,  and 'Preachers  in  the  province  is  seventeen, 
allow  him  a  reasonable  compensation  for  his  |  Along  Lake  St.  Clair  and  Thames  river 
services  while  he  continued  %vith  them.  I  the  settlements  extend  within  six  miles  of 
This  region  we  deem  a  very  eligible  situa-  the  Moravian  station  ;  from  thence  to  Dela¬ 
tion  for  a  Minister  to  settle.  The  society,  |  ware,  on  the  Thames,  a  distance  of  forty 
situation,  and  climate  is  pleasant,  and  the  |  miles,  it  is  an  entire  wilderness, 
people  abie  and  willing  to  give  a  liberal  j  It  may  not  be  improper  to  give  the  follow- 
support  to  an  Evangelical  Minister.  [ing  brief  statement  of  the  Lower  Province. 

The  Talbot-Strect  settlement  increases  In  1814  the  population  was  estimated  at 
very  rapidly,  and  settlements  are  formed  335,000  souls.  Of  this  number  275,000  are 


for  upwards  of  fifty  miles  along  the  Main- 
Street.  There  is  a  Baptist  Exhorter  some- 


French.  The  Roman  Catholic  Clergx'  in 
the  province,  are,  the  Bishop  of  Quebec ; 


where  in  this  settlement.  We  think  this  ,  a  Coadjutor,  with  the  title  of  the  Bishop  of 
place  requires  the  attention  of  Missionary  j  Lalde ;  nine  V’icars  General,  and  about  200 
Societies.  |  Curates  and  Missionaries,  spread  over  the 

The  Methodists  have  a  circuit  through !  different  districts  of  the  province. — Bur- 


this  district,  and  two  itinerants  on  the 
same.  Rev.  Mr.  Freeman,  a  local  preacher 


chette’s  Topography  of  Canada,  p.  19. 

The  Episcopal  Clergy  are,  the  Lord-Bi- 


of  great  merit,  in  Charlotteville,  received  us  j  shop  of  Quebec,  and  fire  Missionaries,  sup- 
very  cordially,  and  show'ed  us  every  mark  j  ported  by  the  Society  (in  England)  for  pro- 
o(  Ivinciness  and  hospitality.  We  preached  j  pogating  the  Gospel. 


several  times  'a  their  Mreting-honse. 


W’e  have  not  heard  of  more  than  fourpt 
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live  Prcibyterian  Ministers  in  this  province ; 
two  of  whom  are  iitationed  at  Montreal,  and 
one  or  two  at  Quebec  ;  and  the  Rev.  Thad- 
deus  Osj^ood  near  the  Lake  Merphromagog. 

The  Episcopal  Church  in  Canada,  like 
that  in  England,  is  supported  by  the  govern¬ 
ment.  For  this  purpose  one-seventh  of  all 
the  lands  already  granted,  or  yet  to  be 
granted,  within  tlie  Upper  Province,  is  re¬ 
served,  which  is  denominated  Clergy 
Reserves.  This  grant  of  lands  to  the 
Episcopal  Church  is  in  lieu  of  tithes. — 
The  Clergy  reserves  are  let  on  leases  of 
twenty-one  years,  which  already  bring 
in  a  considerable  sum,  and  must  eventually 
produce  an  immense  revenue.  According 
to  irtftructions  from  the  Crown,  the  lieut. 
gov.  is  invested  with  power  to  erect  Rec- 
tories  or  Parsonages^  in  the  different  towns, 
and  to  endow  them  with  any  proportion 
of  lands,  reserved  in  respect  of  such  tow  ns, 
and  to  present  incumbents  subject  to  the 
Bishops  right  of  institution.  Dissenters  of 
all  denominations  are  tolerated,  and  pro¬ 
tected  by  law.  They  are  not  subject  to 
tithes,  or  civil  disabilities,  nor  disqualified 
for  offices  or  a  seat  in  the  legislature.  Their 
contracts  respecting  the  support  of  public 
worship  are  legally  inforcible. 

The  Episcopal  Clerg}'mcn  in  this  pro¬ 
vince  are  ten,  and  are  stationed  at  Corn¬ 
wall,  Williamsburg,  Augusta,  Kingston, 
Erncstown,  York,  Ancaster,  Grimsby,  Nia¬ 
gara,  and  Sandwich.  Nine  of  them  are 
Missionaries  of  the  Society  (in  England)  for 
the  propiagation  of  the  Gospel.  In  senti¬ 
ment  they  are  not  what  W’ould  be  called 
evangelical  by  the  “  Christian  Obseners.” 
Their  public  services  are  principally  one 
sermon  on  the  Sabbath,  which  but  few', 
comparatively,  attend. 

Dissenting  Ministers  of  all  denominations, 
whether  native  subjects  of  Great  Britain  or 
the  United  States,  are  regarded  with  a 
jealous  eye,  and  considered  as  unw'elcoine 
intruders  by  their  Episcopal  brethren. 
Every  allurement  of  a  temporal  nature  has 
been  presented  to  them  to  make  proselytes 
of  them,  which  wo  regret  to  say  has  proved 


too  successful  with  some,  while  we  rejoice 
to  add,  they  have  been  rejected  with  dis¬ 
dain  by  others.  The  Episcopal  Meeting¬ 
houses  are  all  closed  against  Dissenting  Mi¬ 
nisters,  and  even  school-houses,  where  they 
are  under  the  control  of  the  Clergyman,  as 
at  York.'  How  very  different  this  from  th« 
Christian  spirit  manifested  by  the  Episcopal 
brethren  in  the  East-Indies,  where  Mis¬ 
sionaries  of  the  cross  of  all  denominations 
and  countries,  arc  received  with  joy  and 
fellowship,  as  fellow-labourers  in  the  Gos¬ 
pel.  We  did  not  find  this  little  bigotr}’  and 
prejudice  prevalent  among  the  laymen  of 
the  Episcopal  communion,  from  whom  we 
received  many  acts  of  hospitality  and  atten¬ 
tion,  and  who  condemned  suoh  conduct  ia 
their  teachers.  Great  exertion^  are  making 
to  extend  the  bounds  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  in  Canada.  For  this  purpose  sub¬ 
scriptions  are  making  in  England  to  build 
Churches,  and  exertions  are  making  to  ob¬ 
tain  Clergymen  for  them.  The  Rector  of 
York  has  also  a  few  young  men  under  his 
care  in  a  course  of  preparation  for  orders. 

The  Rector  at  Kingston  is  also  Mis.^ 
sionary  to  the  Mohawk  Indians  on  the  Bay  ' 
of  Quinte,  from  whom  he  resides  about 
fifty  miles;  and  the  Rector  of  Niagara  td- 
those  on  Grand  River,  from  whom  he  re¬ 
sides  about  seventy  miles.  We  are  inform¬ 
ed,  that  they  do  not  visit  these  Indians 
oftener  than  once  or  twice  a  year,  and  then 
make  a  very  short  stay.  Sometimes  n«^ 
longer  than  to  perform  service  and  adininis* 
ter  tlie  ordinances.  At  the  Grand  River, 
Aaron,  an  Indian  of  a  Christian  character, 
reads  tlie  Episcopal  service  on  the  Sabbath, 
to  which  the  Indians  are  very  attentive. 
He  also  as  a  proxy  performs  the  marriage 
ceremony,  and  administers  the  ordinance  of 
baptism,  which  acts  the  Reverend  Missiona¬ 
ry  ratifies  or  confirms  when  ho  visits  them !  I 
The  principal  part  of  tlie  population  of 
Upper  Canada  were  formerly  Presbyte¬ 
rians.  Many  of  them  from  the  W'ant  of 
Presbyterian  Ministers  have  since  united 
themselves  with  other  Churches;  but  vv'i 
were  informed  by  soma  there,  that  it 
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from  necessity,  and  that  they  would  gladly 
again  return  to  the  bosom  of  the  Presbyte¬ 
rian  Church  were  an  opportunity  afforded. 
The  Presbyterians  are  af  different  denomi¬ 
nations,  both  from  Europe  and  the  United 
States.  They  are  of  the  established  Church 
of  Scotland;  the  Burgers;  the  Reformed 
Dutch ;  the  Associate  Reformed,  and  the 
Congregational  Churches.  In  one  sense 
the  Churches  in  Canada  are  all  inde¬ 
pendent,  for  there  is  no  bond  of  union  be¬ 
tween  them,  for  there  is  no  ecclesiastical 
judicatory  in  the  province ;  although  most 
of  the  Ministers  are  coimected  with  eccle¬ 
siastical  judicatures  either  in  Luroj)e  or  the 
United  States.  The  inconveniences  and 
evils  incident  to  this  state  of  things  are  very 
manifest,  and  similar  to  those  which  the 
Dutch  Churches  experienced  while  subject 
to  the  Church  judicatures  of  Holland. 

It  is  utterly  impossible  for  a  Presbytery  in 
Scotland  to  watch  over  its  members  in 
Canada,  and  in  case  of  delinquency  to  bring 
a  Minister  to  trial ;  a  Minister  settled  here 
cannot  enjoy  the  counsel  and  advice  of  his 
brethren,  and  in  cases  of  discipline,  should 
there  be  a  real  cause  of  grievance,  it  is  not 
practicable  to  prosecute  an  ap|)eal.  Va¬ 
cant  Societies  cannot  bo  supplied,  nor  new 
Societies  organized,  nor  young  men  be  en¬ 
couraged  to  enter  the  Ministry,  when  the 
inconvenience  and  expense  of  obtaining 
license  and  ordination  must  necessarily  be 
very  great;  or  else  to  proceed  to  preach 
without  the  sanction  and  approbation  of  the 
stewards  of  Cod’s  house,  as  is  the  case  w’ith 
several  now  in  the  province.  The  same 
evils  and  difficulties  exist,  though  not  in  so 
great  a  degree,  with  regard  to  a  union 
with  Classes  or  Presbyteries  in  the  United 
.States.  The  Presbyterian  Ministers  in  Ca¬ 
nada  feel  and  deplore  this  state  of  the 
Churc|i,  and  are  anxious  to  have  ecclesiasti¬ 
cal  judicatures  organized  within  the  pro¬ 
vince,  to  enable  them  to  attend  to  ecclesias¬ 
tical  matters  among  themselves.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Easton,  of  Montreal,  Taylor,  Smart, 
and  Bell,  have  forwarded  a  petition  to  the 
Burger  Synod  of  Scotland  to  be  organized 
as  a  Presbytery,  under  their  jurisdiction. 


If  Mr.  Abner  Wright  should  be  ordained, 
a  Classis  might  be  immediately  formed  ;  for 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Jenkins  is  very  anxious  to 
unite  with  him  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  M‘Dowal 
for  this  purpose.  Should  such  a  Classis 
and  Presbytery  be  organized,  they  will  pro¬ 
bably  unite,  for  the  purposes  of  discipline, 
and  to  promote  the  general  interests  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  among  them.  This 
course  w’ould  be  wise  and  ex|>edient,  for 
the  causes  which  gave  rise  to  the  different 
denominations  in  Europe  do  not  exist  here  ; 
the  people  in  general  know  nothing  about 
them,  and  no  advantage  ran  bo  obtained 
therefore  in  continuing  those  differences. 
It  is  highly  important  to  the  interest  of  reli¬ 
gion,  that  the  Cliurches  here  be  in  a  condi¬ 
tion  to  transact  all  their  ccclesia'*tical  mat¬ 
ters  within  themselves  National  jealousies, 
partialities,  and  prejudices  dlrtatc,  as  .sound 
policy,  that  the  Churches  in  one  nation 
should  not  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  that 
of  another.  And  the  jealousies  and  animo¬ 
sities  excited  by  the  late  war,  render  it  ex¬ 
pedient  that  as  soon  as  they  arc  in  a  state  to 
transact  their  own  ecclesiastical  affairs  in 
the  order  of  the  (lospel,  that  then  our  juris¬ 
diction  over  them  should  cease. 

There  are  in  this  province  at  present 
eleven  ordained  Ministers,  who  call  them¬ 
selves  Presbyterians.  The  Rev.  William 
Taylor,  Williamsburg;  Rev.  William 
Smart,  Brockville;  Rev.  William  Bell, 
Perth ;  who  are  Burgers.  Rev.  Robert 
M‘Dowal,  Fredericksburg,  Dutch  Reform¬ 
ed  Church ;  Rev.  Messrs.  Sheriff,  Hallo- 
well  ;  Jenkins,  Makhan ;  Burns,  Niagara, 
of  the  Associate  Reformed  .Synod.  And  the 
Rev.  Messrs.  Lewis  Williams,  Cralham; 
Eastman,  Barton  ;  Culver,  Windham;  and 
Philips,  Southwold,(’ongrcgational.  They 
have  had  to  contend  with  many  inconve¬ 
niences  for  the  want  of  ministerial  support. 
The  people  begin  to  feel  the  importance  of 
the  Gospel,  and  are  more  able  and  willing 
to  support  it  than  formerly. 

There  are  several  j)laces  in  w'hich,  by  a 
little  attention,  Presbyterian  Societies  might 
be  organized  and  Ministers  settled,  viz.  at 


AJVD  REVIEW 


KiDgston,  Hillowell,  Bellvllle,  and  Hamil¬ 
ton.  Ministers  might  also  be  settled  in 
York,  Stamford,  and  Windham?  where 
Churches  are  already  formed.  In  all  these 
places,  a  Minister  of  piety,  talents,  and  pru¬ 
dence,  who  was  devoted  to  his  work,  might 
receive  a  salary  from  to  ^1000  a  year. 
The  people  urged  us  to  use  our  utmost  en¬ 
deavours  to  influence  Ministers  to  come  and 
settle  among  them.  To  a  man  of  a  true 
missionary  spirit  the  encouragement  is 
great,  for  tho  har\’est  is  great  and  the  la¬ 
bourers  are  few,  and  the  fields  are  already 
w  hite  for  the  harvest.  VVe  can  truly  aflinn 
tliat  we  have  never  prt*ached  to  any  jxjople 
who  so  generally  received  the  word  with 
aol^innily  and  attention,  and  many  of  whom 
ap|H;ared  more  deeply  impressed.  Here 
also  they  enter  not  on  other  men’s  labours, 
and  there  is  the  fairest  op|>orlunity  to  build 
up  C'hurches  in  the  order  of  the  Gosjjel. 
To  those  Ministers  who  wish  to  provide  for 
their  families,  in  such  a  manner,  as  not  to 
leave  them  dependent  on  Christian  charity, 
we  kjiow  of  no  place  tliat  afibrds  fairer 
prospects ;  for  landed  property  is  cheap  or 
easily  acquired.  The  climate  also  does  not 
difl'er  materially,  from  tliat  on  the  opposite 
shores,  of  New-York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio, 
and  Michigan.  The  soil  in  general  is  ex¬ 
cellent,  and  produces  very  abundantly. 
The  greatest  difficulty  to  an  American  in 
removing  to  Canada,  is 
from  a  change  of 
Ministers  of  Jesus  ought  to  remember,  that' 
they  belong  to  a  kingdom  which  is  not  of' 
this  world;  and  therefore  that  in  the  ser-| 
rice  of  Christ  they  ought  to  be  willing  to! 


us  at  Kingston,  we  promised  te  place  several 
at  their  disjiosal. 

The  government  have  done  much  for  the 
promotion  of  literature.  In  each  district 
there  is  what  is  denominated  a  district 
school,  which  answers  to  our  academies : 
The  teachers  of  which,  in  addition  to  the 
charges  for  tuition,  received  from  govern¬ 
ment  100  pounds  per  year.  And  for  the 
support  of  (onimon  schools,  the  legislature 
passed  an  act,  April  1, 1816,  to  continue  for 
four  years,  by  which  they  appropriated 
6(XK;  pounds  or  24,000  dollars  annually  for 
this  object.  This  sum  is  divided  among  the 
different  districts,  in  proportion  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  inhabitants,  «kc. 


arises 


governnieni 


j 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

^  is  infomicd  that  his  Rcvievr  ot  Barlass’s  Sermons  is  umiioidabhj  postponed. 
We  shall  insert  it  in  our  number  for  March. 

Q  shall  be  inserted.  ^ 


arj  Societies  has  proved  this  as  the  best 
plan  for  Missionary  operations. 

It  is  also  a  g^reat  mistake  that  men  of  in¬ 
ferior  talents  are  good  enough  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  tl\e  Missionary  cause.  Such  men 
often  rather  retard  than  advance  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  the  Gospel,  and  might  rather  be 
paid  to  stay  home  than  to  go  abroad.  The 
truth  is,  that  the  proper  labours  of  a  Mis¬ 
sionary  are  much  more  arduous  than  those 
of  an  ordinary  pastor,  and  therefore  require 
higher  qualifications.  It  is  comparatively 
easy  to  feed  a  congregation  whose  princi¬ 
ples  and  habits  are  already  formed ;  but  to 
go  into  uncultivated  regions,  and  root  out 
ignorance  and  error,  silence  the  assaults  of 
enthusiastic  Sectarians,  and  bring  order  out 
of  confusion,  an'd  light  out  of  darkness,  re¬ 
quires  abilities,  prudence,  zeal,  and  perse¬ 
verance,  wliich  but  few  possess.  And 


therefora  there  are  but  few  able  Missiona¬ 
ries. 

It  were  to  be  wished  that  our  candldalcf 
were  more  touched  by  a  view  of  the  wants  of 
Canada,  and  oilier  destitute  regions.  The 
call  is  the  louder  on  them,  because  they 
can  more  easily  enter  the  Mi.ssionary  ser¬ 
vice  than  men  with  families  and  flocks.  It 
might  also  be  of  great  advantage  to  them,  in 
increasing  their  knowledge  of  countries  and 
manners,  enlarging  their  views  of  the  spiri¬ 
tual  wants  of  the  world,  exciting  an  interest 
in  these  wants,  and  thus  awakening  a  spirit 
which  might  distinguish  them  through  life, 
in  exertions  to  build  up  the  Redeemer’s 
kingdom. 

Signed, 

JOHN  F.  SCHERMERHORN, 
JACOB  VAN  VECHTEN. 


TO  OUR  READERS. 

Our  readers  are  informed,  that  **  The  Second  Annual  Report  of  the  Directors  to  the 
jS^'ew-Yerk  Evangelical  Missionary  Society  of  Young  Men,”  would  have  been  published 
in  this  number  if  we  had  received  it  in  time.  It  shall  appear  in  our  next. 
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